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TRANSLATOR'S PREFACE. 



In compliance with tbe request ci Mj/t 
friend, I have Iraiislated liis book^ not .be^r 
efeiiiisie I agree with hUm on liie subject, but 
biscattse I wished: to do him. a kindnessvfr* 
From :the time tihat I first |»ecaine capable 
of reflection^ and twgan to>i«ad;bookfi ol 
fravek, I finwed an earnest desirl^ te.?ee|^ 
S]pain freed from her detestable govemnfenjtj, 
and ABJieri^a free from .the: gov^riunent^oj^ 
Spfeun; on the same {mnciple I wkh^ nobOfi^ 
sincerely for the iiidependenoe of our Ahm^ 
rican colonies, and hare since been a lUQist. 
heiarty opposer of the union, with Ireland ; 
for there is na*^ nation under Jieaven^ that 
can be called a nation, which, if left to it- 
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viii translator's preface- 

her present alarming difficulties ; in a short 

time I am sensible he will perceive that this 

aid is not required, that Spain is sufficient 

for herself, if she will eKert herself, atid that 

if she will notj she is not liYorthy of free- 

dom- 



Decem&er^t ISIK , 



^. • . 



^ ** 



ERRATA, 

-Pa^ &5, L B, for ' the truth/ read * this truA/ 

P. eOt h I6j after ' CeatTal Jimta/ jij*ert ' had/ 

P. «;, h Itf, far ' r^igard/ read ' diare^ard/ 

P. 92jl. 15> for 'opposed/ read ^ opposing-/ 

P. S3, h 15, itom the bottom, dik * if/ 

P. I Hj 1. 1 J, from the bottom , dele ' which/ 

'.*^^— 1.3, *rom the bottom, dele ' those kin^ (masters of 
the army fro m the time of Cha r Jefi 1 h e Firtt) ,' and 
imtTi-^ the Bticcescori of Charleft 1/ 

P- 1 tS, 1. 7, from tbe bottom, dele • ^itoj^ntioD of commerce/ 
and insert Moefiof liber^'/— ^ele * conjiequeace/' 
and insert ' causes/ 

P. llffj L 7, from the bottom, for ' four/ read ' two*' 

P. 123 » for ' Santandes/ read * Santander/ 

P* 129, 1. Itf, for ' cafutal/ r«!*d * capitaU/ 
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HILE there a?e men there will be disputes 
wd dissections, while men have passions there, 
will cbe grounds for quarrels^ and injustice. To 
preserve peace it is sufficient to act justlj, but to 
restore it, something more is requisite; we must 
convince each party of what justice dictates, for 
he who shews to one only the wrongs he has 
suffered and the rights he possesses, without re- 
minding him of his duties,, can neither intend con» 
viction nor pacification ; he means only to defend 
ohe'side, and thus preserve the germ of discorc^» 
by sheWihg nothing but injustice on th^ one hand 
ftTidi 'sufferings on the other. Justice being no-^ 
thingbiit the result of reiison, whoever possesses 
th^t, fclear and undisturbed, and understands the 
human * heart, may, Without much knowledge or 
ihstriiction, administer justice, and know whether 
dr not it 'is administered. 

' The desire of doing justice to both parlfie*' 
in this unhappy contest is the sol^' motive 
which has induced me to write the present dis^ 
course, and the sole object which t wish tjo AilAl*^ 

^ ' B Every 
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— Evgry Spaniard who loves his country must 
hear with grief of a considerable insurrection 
among the people of South Americaj at a time 
when, without ttieir aid, it will be very difficult 
for the mother country to support the contest in 
which she is engaged* To see individuals of the 
same family consume themselves in civil wars, to 
see Spanish blood flow by the hands of Spaniards, 
at a time when it ought to be shed in defence of 
their country, to see them weaken themselves, and 
thus tend to aggraqdize the implacable enemy of the 
human race, is afflicting to every Spania^rd who feels 
for the good of his country, and there is nothing 
which ought not to yield to this consideration. 

The subject of which I am about to treat,. 
h not interesting to Spain alone, but to every ! 
government which is actuated by the principles 
of justice^ but chiefly to those who have taken 
an active part in the struggle she is now en- 
gaged in* The experience of the evils which 
all Europe now suffers ought to convince every 
nation that no one ought to, see with indifference 
the ruin of another; such an indifference is both 
pitiful and impolitic, and its consequences will be 
what they have always been; such an indifference 
would tend to sacrifice the great interests which 
all men ought to defend, to that mistaken pride 
and jealousy which most nations feel in seeing 
0thers greater than themselves, even when it does 
* " _ . ^ *- them 
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AetaKno ibjilfy. Should BritaiD/.the >&iitMil Myr 
pF Spdifi:^ (employ her. services hdnestt)i lio. brio^^ 
about sDrecofkcili^ion betweienittte^math^T count 
tf^ Aaid her fcolotties, sh^woiild fOQM:nbMteff|0t>a 
littieijix^ Ither.furth^raiacfc qf /thdJ girfJiat i^bj^ it^ 
#hibh fall^eoefiiklaiy iatereett. ought ttb;.yie^,;l^t 
would cover I h0taelf ; with glorJCj; ^hd. wouftl mxm^ 
fest both her wisdom and sijacferi<y,/by /nOtrii^iin^ 
at two objects incompatible with each other, and 
would thus prefer the principal to that which is 
only imaginary, or if real, is much inferior to the 
other ; she would shew that a liberal policy wor- 
thy of an enlightened government does not allow 
her, while assisting with all her efforts a nation 
employed in her own defence, to protect a people 
who, whether justly or unjustly, are engaged in a 
contest against the interests of that nation. 

If I succeed in explaining sincerely and ho- 
nestly the injustice committed both by the Spanish 
government and the insurgents, it is not merely to 
shew them the errors they have fallen into, but to 
induce them to repair them. This is the sole 
motive which has induced me, as far as I am able, 
to re-unite the minds of those who ought to be 
jn unison for the support of that cause in which it 
will do them so much honour to triumph. My 
principles on this subject, I trust, are clear, and I 
trust also that no one can accuse me of partiality. 
" As to the latter part of my discourse, I have no- 

B2 thing 
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thing to boast of in so difficult a subject, and in 
which the best infonned minds have made so little 
progresSj but the desire to excite others of more 
information than myself to undertake a task by 
which they may do a real service to all nations^ 
Haf^y could I contribute to an object from which 
so much good might result to al) those who are 
truly in love with liberty. 
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IMPARTIAL EXAMINATION, 

..... ■!::;'» . .- ire. . '.,, ;•.".'. 



. PART 1. V 

That which is just alone is useful; that alone is 
■ /useful which can injure no one, 

jcVlL meni and all countries, possess the impre- 
scriptible right of providing for their own hap* 
piness, and, consequently, remedying the evils; 
reforming the abuses, and improving the institu- 
tions under which they live. Whatever tends to 
oppose this sacred principle is the apotheosis of 
despotism, it is the language of tyranny, or the er- 
ror of an imagination led astray by Bad habits. To 
believe that, in order to obtain our purpose, we are 
allowed to employ unjust means, is the height of 
folly ; the best cause is in danger of being lost, 
when reason ceases to approve the means of pro- 
moting it. Spain, oppressed by the most perfi- 

diouft 
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dious usurpation, lost not a moment td shake off 
the yoke which a most audacious tyrant boasted 
to have imposed on her. She herself, without 
any other support than her virtues, without a 
tnoment's hesitation » opposed all the dangers 
which threatened her in the arduous task of de- 
fending the cause of humanity. From that mo- 
ment she justly merited the aid of all independent 
men and nations.; to refuse or retard it for an 
instant, thus suffering the time of her salvation to 
pass by, is equally culpable. If, however, she 
has the assistance but of one nation in Europe, if 
others did not fly to her aid the moment they heard 
of her generous resolution, it was because that na- 
tion is the only one in Europe not reduced under 
the yoke of despotism ; it was because it is hardly 
possible to find men who are not infected by a 
bad education, such as was alone permitted in 
countries; debased by the grossest prepossessions, 
and degraded by that despotism which alone en- 
genders baseness, adulation, and egotism. To 
have any share in so glorious an enterprise ought 
to be the first wish of every rational being, it 
ought even to be the desire of those who have no 
higher view than their own private interest, ber 
cause in consujting that alone, reason dictates to 
every individual that he ought to unite himself 
with those who are fighting against him who 
seeks to make himself master of all, and can only 

become 
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become sa by their want of unity. To keep aloof 
from sych a contest is folly in any raan, but in a 
Spaniard it is unpardonable. 

Spain and America^ under an arbitrary and cor- 
rupt government, were in the most cruel state of 
suffering that any nations ever experienced, when 
the insurrection of the peninsula first began. The 
convulsions of Europe since the French revolu- 
tion, and the folly of an arbitrary minister, had 
brought the nation to the brink of a precipice, and 
forced it in despair to take the desperate resolu- 
tion which all nations must take when they find 
their evils no longer supportable. The effects of a 
bad administration were equally felt in Spain and 
in America; in both countries they whose duty it 
was to lessen these evils contributed to increase 
them, being chosen by intrigue, and being without 
either information or honesty; and if in Americaj 
on account of its distance from the mother coun- 
try, the agents of government acted with greater 
severity, in the metropolis from its being the 
residence of the court, the strokes of arbitrary 
power were more vehement aud more frequently 
repeated. Since then the evils of the Spaniards 
in both hemispheres were the same ; since they 
formed one people, united by all the ties which 
can bind men together, they were equally inter- 
ested in reforming the government, and for this 
purpose it was requisite that they should act in 
• concert. 
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' concert. To attempt to separate themielves from 
each other, was to co-operate with the enemy, 
whose force, even when they were united, they 

^ could with difficulty resist. Such a proceeding 
was unjust, because it threatened to expose them 
all to the loss of their liberty ; and to defend it 
under the pretence of liberty, is to suppose that 
which is not even probable; it is to take fot 
granted that the American insurgents had nothing 
else in view but their liberty, it is to present the 
difficulty in a false light. To say that the people 
of America ought first to be free, and then unite 
themselves to the mother country, or as some 
pretend, support her in the present struggle, as if 
they had never been separated, shews either inten^ 
tional wickedness, or the most gross ignorance of 
the human heart, .... 

On the captivity of Ferdinand at Bayonne, and 
the assumption of the government by the agents 
of Bonaparte, the nation was left without a head. 
The idea of an imaginary one, whose orders were 
to be obeyed by representatives, and the unani- 
mous wish of the nation to resist the odious usur- 
pation of a tyrant, preserved the integrity of the 
Spanish dominions, and when the physical chain 
which bound them together was broken, furnished 
a moral one not less powerfuK The Spanish 
people, in this alarming crisis, hastened to con- 
stitute^ in every province, a supreme authority; 
. i ahdj 
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andj nptwithstanding the defective title of this 
goverpment, for want of the general consent, the 
people yielded it a prompt obedience, from the 
consideration that every thing should give way to 
the hope of saving the country, and yet this is no . 
reason why the Juntas should not afterwards have 
been reformed and rendered legitimate by the 
regular election of the people, . w ,. t r. a" 

\ The members of these bodies soon perceived 
the impossibility of actuifi with that energy and 
with those full powers ivhich were requisite foi' 
saving the nation. If the formation of these au- 
thorities was sufficient to Avoid public anarchy, it 
was not sufficient to secure the government froxxi 
anarchy, for it wanted that union and harmony 
which were requisite tor it to act with vigour* 
Though the Spanish nation has given many proofsr 
of its virtue, by the maintenance of order and 
justice, without any other organ of the law than 
the reason of each individual, (a singular examplei 
in history), yiet to put an end to this species of 
anarchy, under which it would be very difficult 
to expel the enemy, ought to have been the first 
wish of every Spaniard, and to which every other 
consideration should have been sacrificed. In con- 
folrmity with these principles, the provincial 
Juntas divested themselves of an authority so 
liable to dazzle the human mind, and chose a 
supreme government, which they cloathed with all* 

the 
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the functions of sovereignty. The urgent err* 
corns tan ces of the country, the want of a single 
person sufficiently authorised, and the haste with 
which they were compelled to act, did not permit 
them to regulate, {as justice required) in what 
mode, nor by what persons they should circulate 
their orders through every part of the foreign do- 
minions of Spain, for the election of representa- 
tives with that equality which justice rigorously 
required. Although from the unfortunate neces- 
sity with which the supreme national government, 
or central Junta, was so hastily formed, the Ame- 
ricans were not invited to send deputies to it, 
they could not complain, and they did not com- 
plain of their Spanish brethren, to whose provin- 
cial Juntas there was not time for more than to 
send their own deputies. Equally members of 
the same body, the two countries are equally in- 
terested in the reform of abuses, and for this pur- 
pose they ought both to be united under the same 
bond of law, or what is the same, of j us t ice and equa- 
lity ; they ought equally to be partakers of the good 
and evil of their political union, and in proportion to 
their population, ought to have an equal share in 
the representative body of the nation; if partis 
cuiar circumstances rendered this impossible at 
f^rst, as little time as possible should have been 
lost in admitting the Americans to the fuU ejcer- 
cise of their inalienable rights. 

Although 
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. Although the central Junta was fer from being 
jguihy of all the crimes attributed to them by ill 
disposed persons, it is impossible not to see, in all 
their actions, the effects of an illiberal government, 
strongly attached to their ancient prepossessions, 
without the energy or information requisite for 
making these great reforms j which were indispen- 
sible to save the nation. Immoderately subservient 
to the ideas of their President^ the Count Florida 
Blanca, who, although he had suffered severely 
from the injustice of despotism, and was eighty 
years of age, had not forgotten the maxims which 
he held while the minister of an arbitrary power, 
they were far from acting with that liberality which 
circumstances required. Unacquainted with the 
fullness of those rights which belong to a people 
who are in a situation to renew the social compact, 
they could not see that nothing could legally be 
enacted without the general consent, expressed by 
means of a national representation. To exercise 
the functions of sovereignty without this authority 
was an unjust usurpation, subject to all the com- 
plijints and ill consequences which were to follow. 
The constituted authorities of Spain having long 
been accustomed to exercise a kind of subaltern 
despotism, and to see every thing flow from the 
moijgrch, looked with horror at the idea of the 
people having the smallest share in the formation 
of any legal power, or in restraining the abuses 
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which they had so long committed with impunity , 
Under the influence of these mistaken princi- 
ples, we have seen the Council of Castile con- 
stantly oppose every kind of reform, oppose what* 
ever could contribute to enlighten the nation, and 
oppose upon all occasions the national represen- 
tation. Interested in the preservation of all our 
inveterate abuscg, it used every possible effort 
against every species of innovation. The same 
motives have impelled the Audienzas to a similar 
opposition. The conduct of the central Junta in 
this respect is almost inconceivable^ and can no 
otherwise be accounted for than from the force of 
habit, which has almost naturalised with the 
Spaniards their antient abuses, but particularly the 
excessive power with which the tribunals of 
justice are invested- The greater part of our 
tevils arose from the union of the legislative, judi- 
cial, and executive power in these bodies, who 
had not a single tribunal, a single captain-general 
Of a province in Spain and America, who did not 
exercise them all together; without disuniting 
these powers, the nation could never be free, nor 
one single abuse be removed. The central Junta 
had nothing to do but to separate these, as the 
only means of establishing public liberty. If we 
consult the history of nations, we shall stidom 
find that a country ranks among the number of 
the qsnypers of its liberty a foreign conqueror, or 
' — an 
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an ambitious general, who enslaves them with the 
power committed to him for their defence, but 
there is hardly to be found a single people en* 
slaved who do not lament the arbitrary power of 
the public functionaries converting themselves 
into the instruments of despotism, \vho ought to 
be only the organs of the law. No maxim has 
done greater harm in Spain, than that whick 
allows the judge to consult the spirit of the law» 
and become its sole interpreter ; and whenever the 
law is not clear, nor its meaning plain and simple, 
the judge must inevitably become its interpreteri 
and that interpretation will generally be the result 
of his defective reason, his violent passions, or the 
weakness of his character, for all which the public 
will be the unhappy sufferers. 

The council of Castile, the first tribunal of 
Justine in the nation, and whose powers were 
almost unlimited, used every effort possible to 
prevent the formation of the central Junta, and 
ifter it was formed, recognised its power solely 
from necessity. Such a resistance on the part of 
this council to the will of the nation, to the sal- 
vation of the country, and to the dictates of jus- 
tice, could not fail to be a manifest indication that 
it would never co-operate cordially with a govern- 
ment hose formation it had so strongly opposed. 
Policy therefore required that the Junta should 
attempt to diminish the excessive powers which 

that 
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that tribunal had accumulated in itself to the in-% 
jury of the public , ajid to a government newly 
formed. m 

Notwithstanding these motives, notwithstand-* 
ing the country was in a state of revolution, not- 
withstanding the eminent services^ which at the 
commeocement of it, the provincial Juntas had per- 
formed, and notwithstanding the centralJunta was' 
indebted to them for its existence, yet the ideas '6f 
prepossession and despotism overcoming those of 
reason, in place of diminishing the monstroui 
powers of the Council of Castile and the other au- 
thorities, of strengthening those of the provincial 
JuntaS} and creating similar ones in America, i t con- 
firmed and augmented those of the former^ and suf* 
fered those of the latter to continue so limited and 
subservient, as to render it indecorous for its 
members to continue in their situation, and made, 
their office almost useless to the country. Front 
the moment of its installation, the central Junta 
determined on the destruction of tlie provincial 
onesn^ and though it did not dare to decree this 
openly, it contriv^ed so far to limit their functions 
as to create that disgust and opposition which it 
experienced from the people against all its future 
measures. The motive for this conduct was, that 
because these authorities arose immediately from 
the people, and were not nominated by the su- 
preme government, they were not so subject to 

it» 
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its will and caprice. Had the provincial Juntas 
beett guilly of those faults, and 1 am far from 
saying they were faultless, which determined the 
central Junta to treat them in the way they did* 
its members ought to have tried to amend them, 
rather than to suppress them altogether, which 
they never attempted with the other authorities 
who had greater faults^ and none of those splendid 
merits which were notorious to the whole nation, 
and which attempted to thwart the provincial 
Juntas as the Central ridiculously confessed in its 
regulation, dated Jan. 1, 1809, in order to d-e press 
their authority, a confession which deserves to be 
compared with the actual suppression of them^ 
which afterwards happened, -^ . / 

In conformity to tliese mistakea principles, the 
central Junta, in place of uniting more strictly 
America to Spain, by authorising it to form pro- 
vincial Juntas composed of individuals chosen by 
the natives, as the only means of putting aii end 
to those repeated acts of injustice committed m 
that country by the agents of the government, 
determined to abolish them in the peninsula : had 
they acted thus, such a measure would have filled 
the Americans with joy, and would have put an 
end to all their rising discontents. The passions 
of men are such that it is impossible ev^r to find 
a government without some defects, but certainly 
a paternal government chosen by the people will 

. , always 
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always be the least defective, the most legitimate^ 
and the most calculated to inspiie confidence. 
This single measure would be sufficient to remove ' 
a multitude of abuses, and to avoid the possibility 
of faction; for these bodies properly organised 
would have retained the people in their allegiance 
to the mother country, and their thankfulness to 
the government, which thus shewed its- regard foif 
their prosperity and happiness, would be perma^ 
nent- Although the central Junta were not so^ 
fortunate as to realise these ideajg, which would 
have covered it with glory and confirmed its au- 
thorityr we must do it the justice it deserves, by 
freely acknowledging the good which it really did 
for America, and the wisdom that is to be found 
in its measures. ^ . 

The foreign possessions, not only of Spain, but 
of all other European nations, have never been 
considered as an integral part of the nations to 
which they belong. The only consideration was 
to keep thern in a state of abject dependence, and 
to govern them by those mistaken principles, 
which hitherto the freest governments have adopt- 
ed. Spain perhaps may boast, notwithstanding its 
despotic government, of having been more it^dul- 
gent tov^ards its colonies than any other country, 
ancient or modern; hence it has happened; that 
none have arrived at a greater degree of prosperity. 
Greece and Rome, in the most glorious times, 
... held 
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held their colonies in a state of the most complete 
subjection ; England, although the most free and 
enlightened government in Europe, never treated 
them vFith a degree of mildness and justice equal to 
Spain. All authors who have written on public 
and political laws, have maintained that people, 
under the system of colonization, ought not to 
enjoy equal privileges with the mother country. 
Notwithstanding a practice so consecrated by long 
use, and fortified by the narrow prinoiples of all 
human institutions, the Central Junta, from the 
moment of its installation, declared America and 
all the foreign possessions of Spain to form an 
integral part of the nation, and that to ensure the 
enjoyment of their rights, each province should 
name a deputy as a member of the sovereign or re* 
presentative body. Having declared that America 
formed an integral part of the nation, and possessed 
equal rights, to allow each viceroyalty to send 
only one deputy to the sovereign body, when 
every province of Spain sent two, was doing 
justice only by halves, and contradicted their own 
declaration, A similar inconsistency would have 
been very impolitic at any time^ even laying aside 
the idea of its injustice ; but it was unpardonable 
at a time when it behoved the mother country to 
unite the colonies to it by the closest possible 
ties, in order to derive from them those aids which 
were indispensible to her preservation in her 
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ppeidflt arduous contegt. If the nation poatpdnS^ 
ivevy other consideratiofi to that of forming 
gpeedily a supreme govern men tj for the sake of 
putting an end to a state, if not of anarchy, a state 
tt^hich at least resembled it, let it be lemeinbered 
that vTas ttOt the only eril which they had to 
remedy, ^ 

To save the tiEttidn from a yoke wl*ieh it de^ 
tested, to form a complete and legitimate rep re- 
aentation, and to etigure its future liberty, by 
means of a just c6Dstitutiod, were the^ great 
objects which ought to hare occupied the atten-^ 
lion of a Xvke government. The Central Junta, 
not poeseasing all the faculties and abilities re- 
quisite for so great and so simple a task, it ffm 
its duty to prepare for the formatfon of a govern- 
rrient equal to so vast ^fi undertakings and to 
defer was io leave the coutttiy in a state of immi*^ 
nent periL The first measure requisite for thii 
purpose was to declare itself protisionaU and 
hasten to Call together the representatives of the 
whole nation ; but the majority of its members^ 
either seduced by the love of power, or ignorant 
of their duty, acted very differently, i 

The union of all the light and information posJ 
sible was the first thing which a wise i^overntnent 
would have aimed at, in order to facilitate their 
operations in circumstances so critical. Led 
astray by the prepossessions in which they had 
; . been 
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been educated, and dreading light and information 
as their greatest enemiesj the members of the 
Central Junta declared open war against them, by 
abolishing the liberty of the press, and subjecting 
it to a previous and arbitrary censure, under which 
it had groaned during the former times of op- 
pression. Such waa the force of prepossession, 
that one individual of that body, in other respects 
a nfian of the greatest probity, firmly believed that 
the liberty of the press ought not to be established, 
because the Junta had no power to alter any 
existing law ; as if it was not high time to reform 
abuses, or as if every individual and collective 
body which could abolish an evil without injury 
to any one, was not sufficiently authorised to do 
iU With views of policy so narrow and illiberal, 
it was not be hoped that any measure would be 
adopted by that government which did not arise 
from those ilhberal principles in which its members 
bad been educated- Dazzled with power^ they 
neither thought of assembling the Cortes, nor of 
declaring to the nation under what conditions, nor 
for what length of time they had received their 
authority, nor even of removing the individuals 
who bad been chosen only for a certain time, after 
that time had expired. Such conduct caused so 
general a discontent, that the nation began to be 
persuaded that they ought no longer to submit to 
a government which seemed to have voted itself 
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perpetual; it shewed complete ignorance of the 
spirit of the revolution, and of the temper of a 
civilized nation, which, however far it may be 
behind others, cannot fail to possess many men^ 
possessed of sufficient dignity and firmness, to 
reclaim the people*s rights. The clamour for the 
Cortes, ot national representation, began to be 
so often and so loudly repeated, that the Junta at 
last determined on its convocation; and yet so 
great was the desire to preserve its power, that 
it fixed the meeting at a very distant period. 

It was not to be expected that philosophy could 
have made sufficient progress in Spain, which 
had so long been under an arbitrary government, 
to give us reason to expect any judicious retbrms, 
such as can arise only from experience, medita- 
tion, and information; On the whole, the Junta 
surpassing the expectations that had been formed 
of it, shewed great wisdom and probity in the 
decree for the convocation of the Cortes as far 
as respects the peninsula; and although it is 
susceptible of many improvements, nevertheless, 
on the whole, it deserves great praise, and for that 
alone its authors merit the love and respect of their 
fellow citizens, or least that their errors should be 
considered as venial, since by that decree alone 
they have restored the nation to the exercise of 
their rights, at least placed them in a situation 
to regain them, a benefit which no government in 
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tibe wwrld can boast of having conferred on any 
natiod. In this decieefthe Junta, omitting HI the 
antiqua£edfoTms of feudlJism, which ace so gene^ 
jral all over Europe^ seemed to consider that the 
representation is , not a privilege or patrimony 
graiifed by kings, or belonging to cettain families 
or class€$s, but a right which belongs equally to 
^very/f^paniard, nor distinguished by any of the 
marks excepted by the law. It was determined, 
that the election should be made by all the natives 
of the peninsula, without partiality to any parti- 
cular classes, and with complete equality in pro- 
piortiofi to the population. Nothing could be 
more wise nor more jtist, and it seemed, by so 
bweficent a measure, as if it was determined 
to abolish that unjust practice, by which the 
higher nobility and clergy alone enjoyed the rights 
which. belonged equally to all: such a government 
could hardly be ignorant that justice and necessity 
required the same measures towards the Ameri- 
cans i Bdt by one of those unaccountable incon- 
sistencies, which are! i^ocbmmon among men, even 
when they do good for its own sake, the Central 
Junta did not grant to America that share in the 
representation she might have expected in pro- 
pprtion to the population of negroes and Indians ; 
she granted it only in proportion to that of the 
Creoles and Europeans. Certainly, justice re- 
quired that the Indians who were the true natives 
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of the country, should enjoy tbe rights of citizeiis, 
and that they should be placed in a situation to 
b€Con\e enlightened citizens, by which means 
alone they could become usefiil to their country. 
But considering their educatioo, in regard to whick 
they could hardly be considered as a civilized 
people, it is not altogether to be wondered that 
the Junta did not put them in the foil enjoyment 
of their rights, but left it to the Cortes to deter- 
mine on m delicate a matter. One thing, liow* 
ever, it is impossible to approve, which is that the 
elections were not made by the people, but by the 
Cabildos ; for it is impossible to consider a people 
as free who do not ei^joy this inalienable right. 

If these two decrees are not consistent with 
the declaration of the Junta, that America should 
be considered as an integral part of Spain, they 
did not both flow from the same cause. The 
former arose from the Amiericans not having de- 
puties in the government. The second, which 
perhaps would not have been altered by that cir- 
cumstanccj unless they had been men of probity 
and information, arose from the afistocratical ideas 
to which the Junta was so strongly inclined. The 
laws which ought to be the bond of union among 
men^ and dictated soiely by reason, have in general 
only been dictated by the passions of legislation^ 
or if they have sometimes been just, it has arisen 
only from a casual or happy necessity, as in the 
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pf^^n^ i^st^nce^^; .ji^l^hDUgh tba Jun^ grantie^ 

^Jf.^kpuid rUe ^flUpe^ViTpopuljir, it w^s not wi^t^ 
0^t gre^ debates, afid 3t kngth wsis d^rj^ed nsQre 
tJ^fpVig^i the fear ^ R^Mi*^ opiak)n» wfcich w^ 
^aoifipdly advei^ to, i^ privilegf d clH&ses, thm 
bpCBiiee the jpemhefscirff^jT^d it, or Judged it^:;^- 
§^ffn^letOTemm^ijji^ijs\ , . :, - - ,,- rlj 
Justice being no a^Jier than the application of 
ic^ysoa to the interests ^4 the greatest possible nuna^ 
l^T of rn^nj aiid thes^ intere^tP b^Pg always ii| 
^QOformity to j*osi3c>j3, that is to olpitaijgL justice, 
ttie n^GiBssity of doi^^g to all other patiops and 
iQuqh more to £>i^ owp count^yIll^n, can neveif 
&il to be the funda^iental m^s;ini of every wim 
governmeDt. The neglect of this single principle 
is the origin of all th^se evils of which nations are 
guilty towards each other, and of that infalUbJje 
and just reaction, which they all suffer in th^X 
turns. It is in truth hardly to be expected 
that they should always act in conformity to these 
ideas of justice, beqause the foresight of man is 
limited, and he freqnently believes his happiness 
't(^ consist io those things, in which he will only 
find his ruin, and still less to be expected, for this 
reason, that no one can be a good judge in hisow;u 
cause ; and nations have not hitherto tbund any just 
means of determining their contests with each 
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Other, an undertakiiig i^hich, if #eH peW 
formed, wonM immortalize a just and beneficieiit 
prince. It is not thus in the disputes between 
nations and their rulers, for the ground^ of ihe 
quarrels are generally much more plain and intel- 
Ugible, and they always possess impartial judges, 
who can detehnine according to the law^ whifch is 
the great distinction between' those who live 
under a free' arid an arbitrairy govemmetot. The 
conviction that the law which Was just for 'Spain 
must. be the same for America, must be the result 
of that simple principle we have laid down; but 
as the Junta was evidently friendly to a represen- 
tation by classes, and had been solely restrained 
by fear from adopting it in the peninsula, and as 
that motive did not operate with regard to Ame- 
rica, they determined that it should be elected 
by the Gabildos, or corporate bodies ; a determi- 
nation the more arbitrary, because rio former 
prglctice gaVe those, bodies any ^laim to the privi- 
lege; whereas, in Spain, the classes which pos- 
sesised the right of election had on their side a 
long and uninterrupted usage, which, though of 
rid importance to a wise government when con- 
trary to reason and utility, is for a weak and igno- 
rant one, an idol not to be attacked or disregarded. 
Although I have no intention to apologize folr 
the errors and injustice committed by the central 
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Junta, yet, when examining its historjr impar- 
tially in all that concerns the present subject, I 
Inust acknowledge that the greater part of its 
feults arose from the persons entrusted to execute 
its commands. All the old authorities being 
iiccustomfed to govern with arbitrary pow^r, as 
the instruments df the despotism frbtn which 
they received their comnaission, weTe^ tlie na- 
tural enemies of the liewly constituted Authori- 
ties, because they were not accustomed to obey 
them, and biecause they detested them as de- 
riving their power frbm the people, whom they 
wished to deprive of the right of representation, 
Bnd contihiafe to hold in blind bbediencfe.' It hap- 
pened therefore that the ancient authorities, from 
the first, looked with abhorrence on thie revolu- 
tion, declared the greatest aversion to the Centrafl 
Junta, and disobeyed its orders on every possible 
occasion. The new government conld not there- 
fore, on this account, consolidate its authority, 
but by the means of virtues which it was far from 
possessing, or gaining the love of the provincial 
Juntas, from' which it had originated, and which, 
notwithstanding their many defects, such as a 
wise and prudent government would have cor- 
rected, were much better than the ancient'autho- 
rities, and possessed a much greater influence over 
the public opinion, as berng chosen by the people, 
and composed of many men of considerable weight 
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1^. lo the proirin<res. The Ceatral Junta joot fom- 
teeing this, puffed up with its apthority, ajwj 
iiader the influenjee of the party which was hosr 
tile tQ€very thing liberal and popular, increasing 
lh« power of the ancient authorities, and dimi- 
nishing that of the Provincial Juntas, without 
gaining the love of the former, contracted the 
hatred.^f the latter, and froiB that time all thp 
public bodies behaved to tljie Junta with the mo^ 
undisgui^d jealousy j it lost ell public confi- 
dence, its most equitable orders vvene disobeyeJ^ 
its enettiies openly insulted it, exposing with all 
po^ible severity both its ackumvledged defects 
^d those which were imputed to it ; tar from post* 
sessing energv^ sufficient to avenge itself, it did 
not even permit others to do it ; and finally, all 
jthe reverses which the nation suffers, and ha^ 
suffered, were attributed solely to the Juntas npF 
was there any species of reproach with whiclj 
' tl^ey were not loaded fr«m all parta. As to the 
Cjeoles and Europeans, the Central Junta did not 
treat them unjustly in the representation assigned 
them, but in the mode of election by Cabildos, 
and not by the people at large as in the peninsula^ 
These were the only classes capable of choosing 
their representatives, and the whole popnlatiou 
scarcely amounts to twelve millions, the proporr 
tion of twenty representatives assigned by the 

, Central 



Digitized by 



GoogI( 



27 

Central Janta corresponded ^exactly with , that of 
the peninsula, one for each ftfty th^saodf f^^,. ; ^ 

It is difficult for men who feel Wrongly mter^ 
est^d on any suhject to restrain tb^iiuBf lyes )i?i thin 
just limits, fqf they are ihm guided by thfdx icia- 
gifiation rather than their reason. The rumourf 
of discontent sagaiiist so feeble a government daily 
increased, aud, as it generally happens, were ^^gf 
Bified in proportion to the distance from wtienc^ 
they came, aod the nation was almost in a &tate q£ 
anarchy. The effect of these evils was not Ies$ 
felt in America, where the enemy laboured with 
incessant activity to dejixrive Spain of the succours 
she derived from thence, in order to conquer her 
with the greater facility, /; i. - 

The party of the factious, which must ever bie 
considerable among a people gov^erned unjustly^ 
failed not to realize their schemes, and hasten the 
explosion they had long beeji anticipating. On the 
other hand, the government had taken no means 
to prevent it ; for besides suffering all the ancient 
abuses to remain, and the causes which had pro* 
duced them, they added their own unjust and 
haughty conduct, which was at first ridiculous 
and at last contemptible. 

The Central Junta, knowing how perilous their 
situation had become, were eager for the time of 
assembling the Cortes, which was only a month 
distant. As the enemies of the government 
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founded their aversion to it, on its opposition id 
reform, they were determined to oppose any other 
on the satme grounds, even at the risk of exposing 
the nation to anarchy at a time when union was 
the most requisite. Even supposing the Junta 
had been the most stupid and criminal govern- 
ment that ever existed, considering its dissolution 
was so near at hand, none but fools or rogues 
could wish to dissolve it by force, before another 
government had been formed. It was certainly 
no fear of the evils which might arise in the short 
space of a month, that could have actuated the 
authors of so criminal a design ; but an opportu- 
nity oflFered of realizing their schemes, and with- 
out considering the danger to which they exposed 
their country, they were determined to proceed. 

The Junta, either from their ignorance of mili- 
tary affairs, or from their inability to appease the 
discontents of the Andalusians, in place of con- 
centrating the remains of the army so sharaefqlly 
routed at Ocana, in some fortified part of the 
Sierra Morena, to be disposed of as necessity re- 
quired, disposed it in an extended line along ihat 
ridge of mountains ; and thus they were no where 
able to contend with the enemy at first, nor could 
they afterwards draw their forces together when 
required, A French army of 50,000 men forced 
its way into Andalusia, while the government was 
sending its deputies to make the requisite dispo- 
sitions 
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sit ions for hindering their passiage over the Sierra^ 
The circumstance of the journey of the commis-^ 
si oners at that period greatly contributed to make 
the people beiieve, that the government had aa 
understanding with the enemy, who now hastened 
with all possible rapidity to Seville, then the resi- 
dence of the Central Junta. The people in con- 
sequence of this news, began to be alarmed, and 
the Junta lost no time to remove to the island of 
Leon, the only place where they could be safe 
from the enemy, and where within five or six 
days they were to resign tbeir power to the repre- 
sentatives of the nation. Acting upon this occa- 
sion with their usual weakness, in place of quit- 
ting Seville in a body, with an escort of troops, 
(and two hundred would have been suificient to 
protect them from insult), they determined to de- 
part separately^ leaving behind them an executive 
commission till their arrival in the inland* 

Although the terror which took possession of 
these men on the first news that the French had 
passed the Sierra, their surprise and their shame- 
ful flight were sufficient to prove that they bad 
no correspondence with the enemy, yet the fac* 
tious, on perceiving that the commission had also ^ 
fled, found it no difficult matter to convince the 
people, who are on these occasions generally the 
victims of their ignorant credulity, that the go- 
vernment had sold the country, that they held 
v> '4 intelligence 
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mtefbgenee vritb thi^ onemy, and hadisquaiidc»^ 
the trtosures of the i^ation* The effect of these 
rumours was the formation of the Junta of Seville^ 
^kb declared itself supreo^, and circulated 
orders throughout th^ kingdom, that every pro^ 
vince shduld send deputies to choose a regency^. 
The iti^lcoirtents, however^ could not obtain their 
ends till they could hinder the union of the Cen* 
tral Junta at Leon; for this purpose they sent 
commissiohei'S to Carfiz, and wherever . they con* 
ceived the Junta were to be found, with verbal 
and written orders to apprehend and assassinate 
them as well as eIII who should afford them pro* 
tc?ction. The president and vice-pre'sicient having 
arrived at Xeres, after these Goawndssioners, with 
difficulty found means to save their lives. Those 
who arrived at Cadiz weire obliged to conceal 
themselves, and leave it clandestinely for the Isle 
of Leon. Th^se whp arrived at Puerto, Jind other 
places, shared no better lot. In short, these 
wretches, whose only crime was- their conterap* 
tible debility, found no where any certain refuge^ 
The passions of their numerous enemies having- 
gained the multitude on their side, discharged all 
their res0ntment at these unfortunate men. The 
J>apers-^iibMshed at Seville and circulated over 
the kingdom were foil of nothing but abuse of 
th^n^, and whoever ventured on their defence was 
considered as a traitor. Finally, the public anar- 
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<ihy and eJctilt^fian was catrnd tO 3t3Ch a pitch, 
that the day of their flight was styled in all the 
public papers The Grand Day of Semile^ as if they 
had gained a victory over their enemies; such 
was the ascendancy of faction^ and such the stu- 
pidity of the people. ' * ■ ■' ^ •■ '' - 

At length, however, after great riska atid diffi- 
culties, the Junta assembled in the island of Leon, 
yet they had not sufficient energy to retain their 
power for the few days which remained before the 
assembling the Cortes, and without the consent 
of the nation they secretly and clandestinely chose 
a regency composed of five individuals^ four for 
Spain and one for America, who, notwithstanding 
the private virtues they might possess, were 
wholly unequal to discharge the office with which 
they were to be entrusted. Without possessing 
the power to make them recognized as legitimate, 
they put them into the exercise of their functions* 
and then determined that they, and the regency 
too, should immediately quit the place in order 
to avoid the popular resentment- No person of 
sense or judgment would have refused to acknow- 
ledge the legitimacy of this new executive, since 
the worst government in the world is better than 
anarchy, but the factious are seldom without spe- 
cious, pretexts to cover their iniquitous designs. 
Such have been the causes that produced such 
dismal effects in America. 

Although 
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Although it would have been more regular tD 
have related the conduct of the regency towards 
America in this first part of my discourse, not to 
interrupt the chronological order of events, yet I 
have thought it better first to give an account of 
the insurrection in the Caraccas and Buenos 
Ay res, and then toexplaiu the measures of the 
regency. , 
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HE orders so imprudently communicated to 
the nation by the Junta of Seville, s tiling itself 
supreme ; the news of the government being dis- 
aolveda which was sent by private letters to 
America; the abusive papers against the Junta, 
printed at Seville on the 24th and 95th of Janu- 
^y; the news of the disastrous defeat of the 
army at Ocaua ; the invasion of Andalusia by the 
French ; the sudden formation of a new govern* 
ment at Seville^ with all the marks of illegality; 
the silence which was observed relative to the 
Central Junta having again assembled in the Isle 
of Leon ; the reports that the Provincial Juntas 
had refused to acknowledge the regency; — all 
these events communicated in different ways, and 
received at one time in Americaj unavoidably 
produced a very unfortunate effect on the minds 
of the people, and gave the insurgents that oppor- 
tunity they had so long sought for, to put their 
schemes in execution. The inhabitants of Cadiz^ 
to avoid the disasters of anarchy with which they 
were threatened, and the approach of the enemy, 
created a new Junta, whichj having for a few days 
delayed to acknowledge the regency, aggravated 
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the evils that were experienced both in Spain and 
America. The provinces, finding that the autho* 
rity, chosen by th^ peofile of tliat city where the 
Central Junta resided, had refused to /acknow* 
ledge the regency, soon followed its example* 
Although the Junta 'of Cb4^ laid an embai^ <m 
all the vessels that wer^ abo*at to sail fot Am^ri^^^ 
till pttWic affairs shotild wear a better a^pectv 
wten that time arrived, they neglected to step alt 
vessels but the packets, in order to shew that a 
legal and ackmywledged government was esta** 
blished. The same day on which the first packet 
sailed for America, the ports were opened for aH 
other vessels, without its being considered that 
fhey might arrive there first, and cause that-eo»- 
fusion which had before so wisely been foreseen. ^ 
In fact, a private vessel called the CnrmeKtej 
arrived at Porto Cabello on the Ifithirf April, and 
the day following letters were received atCaraccas, 
containing accounts of all that happened, arid im- 
itiediately all those who felt any resentment at the 
injustice of the ancient authorities ; aH thie enct 
mies of the old government, who were not a few, 
and the friends of reform, who were many^ per^ 
ceiving that the time was arrived for executing 
the schemes they had long been devising, under 
the plausible pretext of the public good, )k)cgan to 
propose those reforms, which, if not dictated by 
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On the night of the 17th of April a |)acketfftot 
the Spanish govertiment arrived at Guayra, atid 
0n the ISthj in the mortiing, the whole people werel 
hiformed of the establishment of the regency 
chosen by the Central Junta, by tneans of official 
papers, by private correspondence, and by the 
Comitiissioners of thfe government. NtJtWithstand-' 
klg this information, and although the principal 
motive which the factions alleged for raising the 
people, was the anarchy and total ruin of the 
mother country, (having suborned or persuaded the 
principal officers of the troops to be of their party) 
oil the l^th, in the morning, when General D. 
Vincente Emperan entered the cathedral for divine 
service, they seized him and threatened his life if 
|ie attempted to resist, conducted him to the coh- 
distory, where the members of the Cabildo werei 
assembled, and there compelled him to resign his 
command^ a strong proof of the violence with 
which they acted, and of the means which, in 
imitation of Napoleon, they took to dazzle and 
deceive the multitude. Had the people resumed 
tkkt sovereign authority, and not suffered them- 
f^elves to be led by a faction, it would have been 
not only stiperfluous to deprive the general of 
hVs authority, but injurious and impolitic, because 
it Would have made it appear a$ if this must of 
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course precede the exercise of their itialieu$ble 
rights, which, when it proceeded from force, reu- 
dered all that resulted from it null and void* 
Supposing the people not to have resumed their 
authority, then whatever they did was oppression 
and injustice, and the renunciation of the General's 
authority could not be legalized by force. 

The former authorities being all deprived 
of their power, it was supposed to reside, j»€r 
interim^ in the corporation, till every province 
should name deputies to form^ the new govern- 
ment; a remedy was indispensible to palliate the 
illegitimacy which it only the more exposed, as 
it shewed that it had been formed without the 
intervention of those whose consent was requisite 
for its establishment, except in a case of urgency, 
such as that of the Peninsula. But Caraccas 
could plead no such urgency, it could neither, 
pretend the dread of anarchy, nor the immediate 
presence of an enemy, who at the distance of tWo 
thousand leagues could cause it no alarm. The 
new Junta, under this pretext however, pretended 
to take all these means for its safety, and though; 
the pretence was most notoriously false, it was 
sufficient to shew that its determinations, so faI^ 
firom resting upon true and certain data, rested 
only on voluntary suppositions, such as can never 
be the foundations of justice and liberty. Lastly^ 
in place of (parking its first decrees with the only 
stamp which could characterise it as a just go- 

vernment. 



Digitized by 



Google 



t 



37 

vemment, and its desires of liberty as sincere, and 
in place of stiamping them with that moderation, 
which is the sum of all the virtues, without any 
other motive than that of forming partisans, it con- 
ferred distinctions with profusion^ gave away em* 
ployments already filled, created offices from pride, 
rather than necessity; at its first outset it shewed 
every sign of wishing to become an independent 
country. Few men are to be found of sufficient 
probity to yield up their honours or their pay, 
solely for the public good, yet it is by no means 
difficult to disguise the dictates of the passions 
under that pretence. 

The people of Caraccas, not satisfied with 
making innovations, which tended to separate 
them from the mother country, attempted to draw 
over to their party all the provinces near them, 
either by threats or seduction. Their conduct in 
this respect cannot be justified, even by their 
greatest admirers; for if they possessed a right to 
make those reforms in their government which 
they judged convenient, others possessed the same 
right to choose that side which they preferred > to 
attempt either to compel or seduce them, was a 
direct violation of their liberty* The civil con- 
tentions, and the arrest of several deputies in 
different parts of the country, are proofs that they 
acted against the will of the people, without 
which they could have no right to make them 

free, 
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free, for no man possesses a right to do evil tn 
another for the sake even of a certain good. 

To the insurrection of Caraccas succeeded that 
of Buenos Ay res, though with all outward signi 
of justice and generosity. The events of the Fe* 
ninsula, prior to the installation of the regency, 
being known in that city before they received that 
news, the Cabildo convoked the people on th* 
S2d of May, and after a long discussion it was 
(Jeterrqined that the authority of the viceroy 
should be delegated to a Provincial Junta> till 
another was formed by deputies from the different 
provinces, which should be considered as a legiti- 
mate representative of the sovereign- On the 8th of 
June it was decreed that the regency should be 
a,cknowledged as soon as the news of its installa^ 
tion arrived- Nothing could be more just and 
moderate than these proceed ings, but the sequel 
did not correspond with the coramencement. 

It seemed by no means difficult after all this, 
that the regency of Spain should be acknow- 
ledged, and that should any ground of dissention 
arise, it might be amicably settled, without pro- ' 
ceeding to an open rupture, so contrary both to 
prudence and the interest of both countries, and 
y^t a different result might have been foreseen by 
aoy one well acquainted with human passions, 
and the irritated temper of the inhabitants. In 
jNTOportiqn to the increase of power, the desire of 
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ii'inci^Aaft, tod though auccess might seem to 
satiate it for a time, yet in public bodies it 19 
almost iaeu^tinguisbabte. Doubts began to ba 
taisedas to. the legitimacy of the regency, because 
a pfi-etext was wanted to deny its authority. The 
JuQta therefore forgot the unfortunate and com- 
pulsive circumstances, under which the regency 
had been formed, and without any consideration 
6f the afflicted state of the mother country, forget-* 
ting those sentiments of magnanimity which 
ought to have restrained them from acts of ven- 
geance against the unfortunate, thought only of 
letailiating the injuries they had recerved from- the 
former government of Spain » It was thus that, 
being actuated solely by their evil pessions, and a 
mistaken idea of their true interest, the people of 
Buenos Ay res suffered themselves to be hurried 
mto acts of open rebellion. The imprudence of 
the regency, who, so far from attempting to soothe 
the angry spirits of the Americans, adopted mea^ 
sures the most illibeml, and caused the germ of 
discontent, which had long been fermenting in 
all parts of America, to burst forth, arid little 
hopes of reconciliation with the mother country 
temained. * 

A slight glance at the conduct of the regency 
will be sufficient to convince us of this truth. If 
the Central Junta was to blame for not establish- 
ing popular governments in America, for not 
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allowing a sufficient number bf repre^^entatives^ 
for not having caused the elections to be in the 
hands of the people, by which means the continent 
of America would have been more strictly united 
to Spain, and a revolution might thus have been 
spared, the regency were infinitely more culpable. 
The former was to be blamed for not avoiding ar^ 
evil, with which it was not fully acquainted, the 
latter fomented it, and exasperated those whoib it 
ought to have .soothed. The former conceded to 
America a representation, though defective^ and 
refused not to listen to its demands; the iatte^f 
turned a deaf ear to its complaints, and so far firom: 
mitigating its evils, pursued a route the most 
directly opposite. ; , : .* „. ^ rj:i *i 

,.»Tiie regency conducting itself, from the mo- 
ment of its installation to the last of its authority, 
without the smallest discretion, can hardly be said 
to have adopted one measure which did not mani- 
fest both partiality and injustice. Notwithstand- 
ing the mournful lesson afforded by the Central 
Junta, it thought of nothing but preserving its 
power, and consequently acting with the most 
gross illiberality. Blindly led by ministers, who 
were incapable of knowing the delicacy required 
in public affairs, and by the council of Castille, 
the regency, which had most constantly opposed 
every species of reform, but particularly those 
which had a tendency to the popular system, 
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attempted to suppress those which circumstances 
had produced and time only was requsite to com- 
plete. The regency, in place of executing and 
even of improving^ a& they had promised, the 
dispositions of the Junta relative to the national 
representation, forgetting the fulfilment of this 
sacred duty, neglected to send to America any 
orders on that account. Probably, had they 
done as they ought, by sending them in the packet 
which carried the news of their installation; even 
had it been no more than was granted by the 
Central Junta, they would have avoided the in- 
surrection of Buenos Ayres, and of all America, . 
When the news of the events which had taken 
place in Caraccas was received by the regency, so 
far from guarding against a civil war, by acceding 
to the just propositions made by the members of 
that Junt^, in their letter of the SOth of May» 
addressed to the Marquis de las Hormazas, the 
minister of Finance, they decreed, without attend- 
ing to the principle of justice or the state of the 
Peninsula, that measures should be taken to reduce 
them by force, declared the port of Guayra in a 
state of blockade, and commissioned a counsellor 
and other officers with full powers to reduce them 
to submission, and to adopt the means usually 
employed by despotic governments for that pur- 
pose. To the news of the disturbances in Caraccas 
succeeded that of Buenos Ay res, and the regency 
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mdopted the sahife method toward the south as 
they have taken in the north of America ; such 
inea&ures, beside& being contrary to justice^ the 
regency possessed no means of enfoicing, and 
therefore they only served the more to exasperate 
the discontents^ and to give fresh grounds of com- 
plaint to those who begun an enterprise from 
which men are Seldom found to desist- To this 
was unfortunately added a most scandalous cir-* 
cumstauce, which discovering either the weakness 
or the inconsistency of the regency, increased the 
motives of disgust and want of confidence with 
,|he Americans. The regency, in conseqwence erf 
an expedient designed by the CentralJunta, but 
not put in execution from the disturbed state of 
the Peninsula, granted the freedom of commerce 
to America, or at least sent orders to that effect 
signed by the secretary of finance. . t 

The Junta of Cadiz, composed chiefly of men 
who were interested in the monopoly established 
by the old government, and of which they had so 
long parti cipated> were alarmed at this decree, and 
h)st no time to remonstrate against, the orden-^ 
The regency, which had always dreaded this 
Junta, on account of its great influence with the 
people, denied the whole affair, whether truly or 
not it is difficult to determine, and ordered every 
jmeans to be taken for discovering the authors of 
the decree, which could be none but themselves 
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^ their secretary^ for he did not venture to deny 
his own hand- writing at the bottom. So shame- 
ful a proceeding, which so much discredited the 
government, was another powerful obstacle to a 
reconciliation with America. A matter of so 
great importance, and so justly desired by them, 
being thus imprudently conducted, could not fail 
to irritate them and make them consider as vain all 
the promises of the Spanish government, # : 

Let us now turn to the conduct of the Ameri- 
eans, and view the question with impartiality, 
that is without suflFering it to rest upon unautho^ 
rised suppositions. Before all things it is requisite, 
to know, Whether the object of the revctutitm wom 
the liberty of the people? and ^ secondly. Whether 
this ought to be obtained by the means which reason 
nnd Justice require^ or ii is allowable to adopt any 
mean^ that may be^ supposed conducive to the pur^ 
pose? Bn6^\mt\yy Whether the motives alleged by 
the Americans were their real tnotives or not/ 
^ To determine the first question it is requisite 
that we should be acquainted with the intentions 
of its authors, or at least that we should form our 
opinion of them from their conduct. If liberty 
and justice are nothing more than mere words, 
we have nothing else to do than to apply these 
words to whatever suits us ; but if they both 
mean the same thing, and are both subject to the 
laws of reason J or what is the same, to private 
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interest well understood, then in order to sSPf 
whether a man acts justly or unjustly^ we must 
determine what is meant by these words, without 
.which it is impossible to form a certain and im- 
partial judgment. . . ■■ -\ : / : : ' : , 
, The first law which the author of nature has 
implanted in man is that of self preservation, or 
happiness. According to this law (superior to 
all others) all societies have an unalienable right 
to change their form of government, to choose 
their own rulers, and to depose them when neces- 
sity requires it, and this same law applies equally 
to individuals as to nations^ to the governed j as to 
governors: it admits no exception, nor dispensa- 
tion, and whatever is done contrary to it, either 
by an individual or a nation, is null and void : 
the law of general utility ought to be the basis of 
all civil society- For this i^eason the people 
themselves have no right to make any change in 
the government which is not evidently conducive 
to the general good. According to these prin- 
ciples, which are so clear and so conformable to 
reason, we must insist, that if the insurrection of 
America was directed by any other motive than 
that of its happiness, it cannot be approved by any 
jiust and impartial man- To determine therefore 
whether the cause of the Americans is just or 
unjust, we must, before all things, enquire whether 
or no lis object was public liberty. 

Nothing 
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Nothing has been more common at all time^, 
aod particularly in the present, than to profane 
the most sacred words. The liberty of the people^ 
The leform <tf abuses^ and T/ie regeneration of the 
staiey is the language which is constantly used by 
the good and the bad, by philosophers of all ages^ 
by tyrants and demagogues of all nations. By 
some these words are used in their true sense, to 
shew men the true road to happiness, by others 
only to fascinate them with the seductive sem- 
blance of good» in order more surely to enslave 
them. Should we give credit to words alone, 
nations would for ever be the victims of those de- 
magogues who possessed the greatest powers of 
eloquence ; but we must attend to tacts, in order to 
discriminate between those who wish to instruct^ 
and those who wish to deceive us, - 

The news which excited the insurrections of 
Caraccas and j^nenos Ay res bemg received in; 
those two capitals, we have seen that new autho- 
rities were immediately chosen (we will suppose) 
by the majority of the inhabitants, which acquir- 
ing power by these means, and possessing them- 
selves of the public force, without hoping to be 
recognised freely by the natives of the respective 
provinces, and without any immediate danger 
which threatened the country to justity their con- 
duct, began to make reforms and to enact new 
jaws just as they pleased. Let us say nothing 
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about motives which did not exist, and which 
these deputies pretended, in order to justify them- 
selves for having so hastily assumed the supreme 
pov^er, such as the dangers of the country and the 
fear of an enemy at such a distance, how can it 
be justified that so small a number of the inha* 
bitants of those cities should take upon them to 
make such great and essential reforms in the go-* 
Ternment ? On what principle could the will of 
90 small a number impose the severest penalties on 
those who refused to obey their laws and recog- 
nise their authority ? If the government, or sove- 
reign power, cannot be established without a tacit 
or expressed agreement between the governors 
and the governed, how can the partisans of th^ 
Americans shew, that without this agreement 
their insurrection is any other than a factious 
combination? It is not requisite that blood 
should be shed to give them that character, Na-^ 
poleon drew no blood when he overturned the 
Council of Five Hundred, The true sovereignty 
eannot he acquired without the consent of the 
people. The Americans, notwithstanding they 
at first acknowledged the necessity of this con-^ 
sent, neither took care to obtain it, nor were 
hindered ftom making laws without it. If such a 
government is not in truth a state of violence and 
faction, it is difficult to know what it is that de- 
serves those names- Though the friends of liberty 
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and htimanity may wish that the Americrins iu4 
aM the nations of the world should be free; 
though they may say that they were oppressed; 
in which I will agree with them ; and though 
they may believe that they had a right to attempU 
to improve their institutions, and to avail them- 
selves of the first opportunity which offered, they 
cannot, on that account, say that the Americans 
have made any progress towards liberty, or that 
their conduct has not been the result of passion 
rather than of reason. If liberty consists in 
doing whatever is not forbidden by wise and 
just laws, ignorance or partiality alone can main- 
tain, that the union of a few families of Ca- 
raccas or Buenos Ayres can dictate laws to the 
majority of their fellow citizens, and change the 
form of government, without deserving the name 
of a faction or conspiracy; nor if the Jaws were 
ever so good, can they fail to be the laws of ty- 
rants, when they have no sanction but that of 
men who are not duly authorised to promulgate 
them. Napoleon himself, both in France and 
Spain, has enacted many laws, which no man of 
probity and information could find fault with, and 
yet they are the laws of a tyrant, and submitted to 
only from a sense of violence and oppression. — ^ 
Neither is it credible that these new authorities 
could pretend that they had the consent of the 
people, when* finding that neither their mani-^ 
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iestoes not the persua&ioqs of their ^gentof could, 
produce the effect they desired, they detenfiinedi 
to nlake them submit by an armecl force, T^^ 
Hiosft determined tyrant could not act in a; mode 
more opposite to liberty. ^ , /^ 

Let us now pass to the second question, viz*; 
Whether liberty must be imparted according to 
the rules fixed and determined by reason, or it i* 
allowable to adopt whatever means are supppsedf 
to be conducible to that end ? No contract can 
b^ valid which does not impo§ije mutual obliga- 
tions. The social compact supposes two partifesi 
the governors and the governed, on each of whoip; 
is imposed a different set of duties, s^ubn^^ssion oi> 
the Qne side to good^laws, and on the other, aft 
ardent desire of public good : on this depend^ ther 
force of government and the happiness of, th© 
state. The same supreme law of utility whjch 
dictates the establishment of a government and a 
sovereign authority subject to certai^n cpnditionsy 
requires perhaps more strongly th^t that govern- 
ment and that sovereign authority. should be per- 
manent; I say more strongly perhaps^ because 
men will constantly be less unhappy under ev^n 
a despotic government, than in a stat^ of anarchy, 
and we shall constantly find, that in that st^te tl^e 
people will frequently through caprice, and with- 
out any just motive, change the form of govern- 
-m^nt and depose their rulers. To make govern- 
ment 
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ment thus depend on tlie inconfftancy of the 
people, would leave them without any govern- 
ment at all, and a state thus left in a continual 
state of vacillation would become feeble, and 
without energy, and finally perish. Every indi- 
vidual therefore, and every people which thus 
opposes the sovereign power, is guilty of the 
greatest crime which a man can commit, because 
he attacks the foundation of public happiness, in 
which is comprehended that of every individuaL 
But as the people possess an undoubted right to 
resist and to depose the sovereign power whenever 
it openly degenerates into tyranny, or when it 
manifestly threatens the ruin of the country, it is 
requisite, in order that neither party should suffer 
from the extreme on either side, that there should 
be a fixed and invariable rule to direct them in 
circumstances so arduous. On the one hand, it is 
the duty of citizens to bear with the lesser faults 
of the supreme power, and to consider the weak- 
ness of human nature and the difficult duties it 
has to fulfil ; and that without such a power no 
nation can be happy* And yet there are in all 
societies discontented and seditious persons who 
wish to magnify into acts of injustice the most 
venial offences of the sovereign power ; the people 
generally murmur against every imposition of 
taxes^ and some men exert all their force to pull 
down the government, in hopes to have a share of 
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it themselves. In one word» if it were possible to 
read the human heart, we should see that every 
one of us wishes to be exempt from those laws 
which bind qur fellow citizens^ that we are all 
Inclined to reclaim from the sovereign power that 
portion of liberty which every member of civilised 
society must surrender^ for the sake of preserving 
the remainder. In such circumstances what does 
reason dictate to us? No other than that the 
Caajority of society, or its representatives, should 
resolve and determine upon every reform. What- 
ever change of government is otherwise produced} 
is the effect of faction and violence ; whatever is 
obtained by mere force of arms, however excellent 
|t may be, since it is not voluntary, cannot be 
Jegal nor free. It is thus that tyrants acquire 
their rights, and pretend that the people regain 
their liberty. The insui^ents of America have 
hitherto used only these means, and have ac- 
quired no better title to their power than these 
fan confer- 

The innovators, who consisted of a very small 
portion of the inhabitants of Caraccas and Buenos 
Ayres, without any other authority than their 
own willj but if we must believe them by the 
consent of the majority, though it is by no means . 
probable, considering the numbers of those who 
emigrated, of those who were put under arrest, 
and of those who remained inactive, this handful 
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jigfOtBs,Aud iveiy /l«[igeiBumbfer of Eun^eahs : \iirf, 

i^dot withatanding ; ^1 itbisii there^are » ttidn who will 

.^ufideuitake to deffend theiricsonductv : ^ 

i.i jTi>>iafby] nothing ab<wat the want of ^Ifiree rdpte- 

4ientetiooi withdut whibhihe^hok was ^i(A^tk6e 

-9nd)ibBoe, let us Siuppose that the in^gi^nts a<?t6d 

,uhder: full powel-s from the inhabitants of America, 

leYen in that case their ccmduct was most^unjii^ti^ 

'fiable*' The law: of nature requires that a tiHan 

ahtiuldbe&ithful to his contracts and pbligatiotis^ 

•adad thfe greater the! injury he does>f 6 another by 

.Yioliting these engag^eanents, the) kit^elh^ b crit 

minaL TJbe Peninsola. determinedi to *e8iii^t th6 

shaiBeful yoke which the- merciless ruler 6<?Fran<*fe 

jsought to impose ohuti, an4 not atungk'p^pl^^f 

4iie new; world failed^ <pi applaud. h^'gen^rQiiis i*ei^o- 

Juition V there was hot^one who did not manifest 

the same noble i^ntiipentis, all seemed to exhaust 

iheir ideas » in seeking 'fdr terms to shew the iiii. 

lerest/jthe ^enthusiasm, and the concern^ they took 

in idl her struggled and difficultiesv Individuals 

stmve to igive all the assistance in their power to 

tiieirbrethi^en in Spain, Who, ixxjpelled solely by 

their virtiles and hferoism, faced every tferror rather 

thjsm submit tto a base servitude,, which, in de- 

scendingito. their famili^, would extend also to 

Ihe Americans, ^ Not a single province of Aniieric^ 
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which did not stimulate the Spaniards to pursue 
their glorious and arduous course, assuring them 
that nothing should be wanting which they could 
afford, that they would never separate themselves 
from the mother country while there remained a 
-Spot in the Peninsula which acknowledged the 
Spanish government ; finally » that even in the ut- 
^most extremity of distress^ America was the coun- 
try of the Spaniards equally with the Peninsula, 
.and that, under the greatest reverses, they would 
(there find a place of refuge where they might be 
.more happy than when divided from each other- 
Justice and generosity equaUy dictated this line 
of conduct, and this promise, spontaneously given, 
because the human heart cannot avoid shewing 
its feelings when they becomfe excessive, at the 
same time that it inspired the most tender and 
benevolent sensations, imposed the most sa- 
cred obligations. To say nothing about the ties 
which united America to Spain before the revolu^^ 
tion, let us suppose, that by iHe captivity of the 
royal family of Spain the social compact was coro-^ 
pletely broken ; as soon as the Americans were 
informed of what had passed, as soon as they 
approved the determfnation of the mother country, 
as soon as they spontaneously gave these pro- 
mises, did they fiot at the same moment renew 
the bonds which united them to Spain in the 
strongest way possible? What history shews us 
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the example of a nation which formed such a con* 
tract, under conditions more express, more volun- 
tary» more just, and more obligatory? Let us 
examine a little into the nature of this contracti 
what are the conditions it contains, if they have 
been observed, or who has failed in their obser- 
vance. 

By the single voluntary act of recognising the 
government of the mother country^ the Americans 
indubitably renewed the social bond which united 
them to Spain ; that is, they allowed that they 
were members of the same political family, or that 
they formed one society, which is the first con* 
tract; but the approbation which they sponta- 
neously shewed of the determination of the Spa- 
niards to resist the tyrant, and their repeated 
promise to aid them in the contest, were a second 
and a different obligation. As to the first, its 
conditions are thoRe which are always either ex- 
pressed or implied in contracts of that nature, and 
which no nation can ever renounce ; to wit, that 
the governors will do every thing to promote the 
happiness of the governed, and that they in return 
will yield them obedience while they continue to 
promote the public good- The contract com- 
menced immediately on America having recog- 
nised the new government of the mother country, 
and from that moment all the oppressions and 
exactions which America had before suffered 
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could not be alleged as a cause of dissolving it. 
The arbitrary acts of power and injustice com- 
mitted by the agents of government in the colo- 
nies are too true j particularly during the admini<* 
stration of Godoy, Humanity would shudder at 
the recital of the calamities occasioned by the 
despotism of viceroys and ministers of justice* 
Every honest Spaniard would, at that time, have 
rejoiced if America could have shaken off the 
yoke of a monarch who exhausted her treasures 
solely for the purpose of enriching a profligate 
minister. The cause of liberty is so congenial to 
maov that it interests not only those who enjoy it, 
but the whole of mankind, and none who have it 
in their powder can refuse to afford their aid to 
those who are persecuted unjustly* For the 
Americans to allege their former oppression as a 
pretext for their present insurrection, is to com- 
plnin of grievances to those who have not com* 
mitted them. As far as respects the Central 
Junta, it must be allowed that they did not fulfil 
their duty to the Americansj but their faults were 
only those of omission. It is true they did not 
grant them a proper share in the representation ; 
they committed no active injustice, but they 
failed to do them complete justice ; this, however, 
was no sufficient ground for a complete rupture 
between the two countries, because it might have 
become the subject of mutual explanation. As to 
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the regency, the Americans had no cause of com- 
plaint anterior to their insurrection. What just 
motives then can they allege for that measure ? I 
perceive no others than those of force, but although 
this law has hitherto prevailed among men, it 
does not folio vt^ that it ought. 

Let us suppose, however, that the Americana 
were provided with sufficient powers ; that the 
government of the mother country had given 
them sufficient motives for separation ; let us sup-^ 
pose that, having tried all possible means of conci* 
liation, they could not obtain it; and that in this 
case they attempted (as justice permitted them) 
to become independent ; even supposing all this, 
could the friends of liberty, and those who boast 
of defending, in all cases, the rights of the people, 
approve the conduct of the American insurgents? 
Let us be just and consistent with our own prin- 
ciples. We caa only be at war with despotism, 
or with despots; supposing the first, the Ameri- 
cans have gained nothing, for they have not de- 
stroyed despotism ; they have changed their go* 
vernment it is true» but I see no proof that they 
will be treated with greater mildness than by their 
former masters. They have been fighting with 
each other for the change of a Sultan, but not for 
their liberty. Let us not deceive ourselves : to 
be free it is not suflScicnt to overthrow the despot 
who oppresses us^ we must destroy despotism 
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Itself, and for thit purpose we rtiusl not emplojf 
despotic rneans. Let us not seduce our iniagtna* 
tiong io the cause of liberty, by supposing that 
avowed despots alone are capable of committing 
acts of tyranny; all men will be despots when 
they can be so with impunity, France herself, 
whose revolution ought to be a school for us, if 
we wish to conduct ourselves differently, will con- 
vince us of the truth. I should itot now have had 
to lament her unhappy lot, had she been con- 
vinced that she gained nothing by removing the 
Directory to put at the head of her governnaent 
another ruler with unlimited power. This ought 
to teach us distrust of ^11 those to whom we blindly 
commit the Feins of government, and to shew that 
the remedy for our evils consists not in the nature 
of our governors^ but of the government. It^ 
ought to convince us how dangerous it is to give 
political power to bold, crafty, and powerful 
military leaders, whose education has taught them 
only bliud obedience and unlimited command. It 
ought to convince us how easily men of that de- 
Rcription^ from being sought as the defenders of a 
country, become its tyrants. Caraccas, to whom 
these reflections chiefly apply, ought to remember 
that such adventurers are the only persons who 
profit by such revolutions, , _ 

. The second contract between the Americans 
and the Spaniards is also in some measure a new 
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oiie. It is an alliance in which the Ameticanrf 
bind themselves, in a mode the most explicit and 
solemn j to support the Spaniards in the war 
against France. History oflFers, in my opinion^ 
no example of a similar alliance between indivi- 
duals of the same nation; on this account I say 
that it is in some measure of a new species* The 
sentiments of exalted patriotism, and the voice of 
justice^ which is the same in men of all countries, 
when the passions are silent, led the Americans 
to sympathise with the Spaniards, and to express 
the same feelings; they declared the obligation 
that existed between individuals of the same na- 
tion to assist each other in all cases of public 
calamity. Whenever any public body fails to 
perform an engagement of this sort, it is guilty of 
the utmost injustice* and suffers its honour and 
reputation to be tarnished for ever^ Nevertheless, 
how common is it for nations to commit acts of 
injustice agaiiJSt each other^ and how common 
for governments to laugh at the solemnity of 
treaties^ and to believe that it is sound policy to 
acknowledge no other law but that of force; 
though they pretend to act otherwise, conscious 
of the contempt they would suffer from the vio- 
lation of their word on such occasions. The 
Americans, by their insurrection against the mo- 
ther country, if we regard nothing more than the 
obligations which resulted from their express or^ 
» tacit 
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tacit contract^ violated most basely the double* 
alliance tbey had cootracted under conditions the' 
^ost sacred^ the most generally approved » and 
qonsequenlly the most just that ever were agreed 
on. Patriotism and reason had formed it^ with 
the applause of all mankind, in times of tranquil- 
lity and enthusiasm ; it was. violated by passion and 
ijreflection in times of agitation, to the grief and 
shame of all those who truly love their country, 
and never listen to private feelings in times of 
public difficulty. , '. - ^ . 

In this alliance the Americans contracted an^ 
obligation with all and every one of the Spaniards^; 
but principally with the government ; 1 speak of; 
the promise which they gave to aid them in their 
present contest. At the moment of their insur-^ 
recti on they virtually refused to fulfil so solemn 
a promise, for which no sufficient excuse could: 
bo given while the Fenin&ula continued the con> 
test with France, A line of conduct so unjust is 
another proof of the bad cause which the Ame- 
ricans have embraced. Let US: see what motive 
they have alleged to justify themselves. Their; 
fiist pretence is; founded on a manifestly fals^ 
assertion ; they pretended that the government 
was completely dissolved ^ and the whole Penin- 
sula in possession of the French : so unfounded a 
supposition could hardly be believed by its aii^i 
thors. The vessels which had brought the new» 
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of the invasion of the French could not have 
sailed from ports in their posses&ion ; and although 
it might be presumed that they were likely to fall 
into their hands, it could not be asserted that they' 
were actually in their possessioti. The supposi- 
tion was both false and ridiculous* and might as 
well have been alleged at the commencement of 
the contest, from the presumption that the Spa* 
niards could not long resist bo powerful an enemy* 
To be impartial, we must confess the bad faith of 
the Americans in pretending to have received 
news by means of vessels, whose very departure 
from Spain was a proof that it was false. It is 
evident therefore that the report arose, not from 
mistake^ but from perfidy or intrigue. Another 
motive alleged for their insurrection was the want' 
Qf a due share in the representation, which wc 
have already noticed. And here all those who 
pretend to be advocates for the right of the people 
expatiate with the greatest satisfaction ; but a 
moment^s reflection will convince any one that 
this was not the true motive by which the Ame- 
ricans were actuated. Had the Supreme Junta 
acted as wisely in all its measures as in that which 
determined the relative numbera of representatives 
for Spain and America, most of the charges that 
were urged against them would have been un* 
founded J notwithstanding the Americans may sayi 
that by that act they only granted them their 

liberty 
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liiberly in^ shew arid not in reality* " ff^kat ate 
tmenty-fodr representatives for twelve millions of 
people^ when the mother country has one for every 
fifty thousand ? Is that the equality^ the mdepen,' 
dence which they pretend to give us, who are an 
integral part of the Spanish nation? Who ever 
talked of giving the Americans the liberty which 
ihey deserve/** All this seems very just at the first 
view, and to be the sentiments of men impressed 
with due notions of justice and philanthropy; 
but, after a little eHamination^ it will be found that 
their reasoning is very weak, that the data on 
which they proceed is very insufficient to warrant 
the resolution that was tak^n by the Americans. 

If the clamours against the government of the 
Central Junta consisted only in censuring their 
extreme weakness, in not attempting to diminish 
the arbitrary power of the old authorities, in 
not establishing popular authorities in America, 
in not hastening to convoke the Cortes, in not 
admitting the liberty of the press rather than 
restraining it affesh, in not forming a constitution 
as the means of putting an end to all discontent, 
and without which every government will in time 
become arbitrary, in not hastening the means of 
arming the people as the safety of the nation re- 
quired; had their clamours and complaints ex- 
tended no farther than to these things, they would 
bgvfi been just and well founded. But they ought 
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ftot, for these things, to have attributed to them 
injustice, which they did not commit, 

America, u ho&e pnptiktion consists of near fif- 
teen millions, has eight millions of Indians, four 
of Negroes, smd the rest Creoles and Europeans • 
The Ifidians and the negroes are in a state of inci- 
viljzation, incapable of making a proper use of 
their political rights. Without education or infor- 
mation, and without morals, it was extremely 
doubtful whether they ouglit immediately to have 
Ijcen put in possession of their rights as citizens, 
when the whole benefit of it would have been en- 
joyed by the Creoles and Europeans, since it is 
certain that they would not have chosen represen- 
tatives out of their class, nor if they had, would 
they have been fit for the office. We see theu, 
that the friends of liberty, who complain of this 
class not being represented, cannot be sincere in 
their wishes, because we have proved that they 
are not fit to elect a representation ; on the other 
hand, were it allowed that the right ought to have 
been granted to the Indians, who are much supe- 
rior to the Negroes, it is not dear that the J-unta, 
as a provisional government, had a right to grant 
-them- As to the Negroes, the grant of such a 
right wauld have immediately freed |hem from a 
state of servitude; and although I consider this 
state as one of the greatest abuses ever invented 
by man, nevertheless 1 conceive it could not have 
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America to.tiieiisfc of much coijiiiisiQri^ ^ndigivJQg 
-tooixDtiotth^ri masters td s^y ^hat ; they had beea 
idcf^iiived of a iprc^perty iwhieh they acMiuirediUndQr 
.the ieanotion'^of the laWs,. which ought .i^ver -to 
-hare»a rtetroactive cflfectj to the injury of -a third 
tpepsron. .Thp traflSc in slaves oi^ht . first to have 
-been abolishedyand th^h no man could say that he 
'was aggrieved, because no imanivouldh^veheen 
^pri<vedjof his property^ In whatirfsgatds the 
cCreoIes md £uTopea]!i8,i the CentVal Jtunta^id >^ 
-IreaC them iunjusitly in l the represefitaiiiroD ; .iBsigried 
?them/btrt in the modeiof eteitiohi b^J Gabildw^ 
^md nQt by the people' at latge^as in lihei^enuisjLilaf; 
4hese were the only classes capable of ohooain^ 
-their representatives^ and their numbers scapcely 
amounting to twelve millions, the i allowance of 
^tweaty-four represcniatives correspond exactly 
Vith the proportion allowed to the Peninsula;. 
. However the other nations of Europte liiay pride 
themselves on their irfformation and their liberty^ 
the Spanish government was the; fir^ to. break th^ 
^ains oif their colonies, by \declaring that they 
formed all integral part of the nation, and granting 
<he $ame rights as those of the mother ebuntiy to 
all who were capable of enjoying thein. Le:t it 
flow be asked, ^^ Who ever uttempied ita give the 
Amerieam libeHjf?*^ And who will dare to say 
**^ That these 7mtives mmt expect theit liberiof from 
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some other nation^ for iJie Spunuh government^ 
gyperstitious and despotic^ thinks only of holding 
them in dependence and oppressioni^' Even the 
freest nations never granted, indiscriniinately^ to 
every individtiaU the right of represeiitation, which 
13 very different from civil rights. The law, in 
every welt-coiLstituted state, never fails to require 
certain qualifications for the enjoyment of political 
liberty. It requires either a certain age, a certain 
independence of property, or a certain moral capa- 
city. And because the Central Junta did not 
grant the right of representation to men who are 
actually disqualified tor it, though they granted it 
to all those classes whom they conceived able t6 
enjoy it in an equal proportion to the Spaniards of 
the Peninsula, can it be borne, that it should be 
said, " They never attempted to give the Americans 
liber ft/."' 

Let us, however, abandon the severe language 
of justice which, as it shews everj^ one their duties 
and their faults, can please but^ a: few^ and few 
there are that give ear to it, and still fewer who 
have sincerity enough to follow its dictates. Let 
us say no more about contracts and obligations ; 
a dry subj*^rt, and little understood by the multi- 
tude, however clearly it may be explained. Let 
us speak only of those laws against whose infrac- 
tion, honour, generosity, and all the social virtues, 
and even pride, cries aloud. 

Whenever 
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Whenever a citizen, wlio has been ill treated 
#jid oppressed unjustly by his government, re-^ 
solves to abEjndon his country, shouid it at that 
moment be invaded by a powerful enemy, and 
unable to resist without the aid of all its citizens^ 
ought he to leave it in such circumstances ? If he 
is alive to the feelings of honours if he possesses 
a single spark of generosity, can he hesitate a 
moment to forget his resentment, and fly to the aid 
of his country ? In the eyes of all those who 
know the duties which that sacred name imposes, 
would he not pass for a traitor and a villain? 
What man of sensibility can fail to admire the vir- 
tuous Themis tocles ready to sacrifice his life t© 
avoid the dire alternative of being unthankful to 
his benefactor, in refusing to accept the rank of a 
general, or fighting again t his country, who had 
driven him from her bosom, for no other crime 
th^n that of being wise and virtuous. And shall 
Caraccas and Buenos Ayres possess so little virtue, 
as t© abandon their country^ whatever maybe 
their grounds of complaint, when they firud her in 
the greatest affliction, and struggling for the cause 
of mankind, shall they, at such a time, desert her 
and become her greatest enemies? Had they 
freely represented their grievances, and been rude- 
ly repulsed, justice might, perhaps, have allowed 
them to establish their independence, and to sepa-r 
rate from the mother country ; but even in that 
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case, generosity would have required that they 
should forbear to do so till she had been freed 
fSrom her implacable enemy. 

But, above all, Americans, shall your brethren 
in Spain say to you. What is it that you claim? 
Do you wish for nothing more than to be free ? 
or do you wish for freedom, separated from us, 
and without taking any interest in our liberty ? — 
Let us be sincere, let us forget what is past; a 
j^W order of things has arisen, which requires a 
change of system ; let us forget for ever -a Ian-* 
guage inconsistent with pur present interests ; let 
us come to a reconciliation, which may set at rest 
every cause of dissention, and unite us more 
strongly than ever. Suffer not yourselves to be 
seduced by those who, interested iti our ruin, in 
ojfder to rule over us both when we are np^ost 
feeble, r^^mind you ; of the grievances you suf- 
fered under the old government, who talk to 
you only of imagins^ry felicity, ^and, under the 
specious veil of liberty, approve your past conduct, 
and forget to remind you of the duties which be- 
long to all nations, arid to shew you thi^ horrors 
which the excess of your passions may tempt you 
to commit. The true friend of virtue is he who 
can keep no terms with vice, and attacks injustice 
wherever he finds it; but he who is only severa 
to one party and indulgent to the other, who 
passes pver in silence the defects of the one and 
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exposes those of the other, although he may 
speak the truth, speaks it only by halves, aud' 
that half which suits his purpose; and although 
he loves your liberty, loves more our sep^iration, 
in which he fancies he sees bis owf> interest, 
' But let u6 Rp^k BO longer of duties ; juf^tice 
is altogether on yottr side, but generosity ean^ 
not approve your conduct. It would be un- 
generous, after having suffered for three hun* 
dred years all the evils with which despotism 
overwhelmed you, while you were united t© 
the mother country only by force, and served 
only to satisfy its ambition at the moment whea 
you were about to become one nation with ns; 
at that moment when the government had 
spontaneously granted those rights, which no na- 
tion ever regained without bloodshed; at the 
moment when you had promised to remain united 
to us, in order to complete the greatest and noblest 
undertaking in which men were ever engaged ; at 
the moment in which we were about to enjoy, fot 
the first time^ the privileges of freedom^ and td 
become the greatest empire on the globe, without 
conquest and without usurpation ; at the moment 
when, to obtain all these great objects, nothing 
more was requisite than to act in concert ; at that 
moment cotdd you separate yourselves from us, 
that, being weak and divided, we mjghd felt th« 
prey of one or of many tyrants? — Gould ytfu not 
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xemeraber that you were indebted to that country 
&Qm whence you sprung, to thofce Spaniards 
Whose descendants are now shedding their blood 
to 6htain their liberty^ which they cannot without 
your aid ? Can you have so little geneMsity as to* 
abandon us in such circumstances^ when, without 
0Ui!< struggle, you could not have avoided tha 
chains with which the crafty op^pressof of the con- 
tineaJt would have toaded you before you coul^ 
have had notice either of our situation or of hia 
intentions? Wt wish not tio have you slaves; 
we wish you to be free ; we wish yoo to be equal 
to ourselves, because you have au equal interest 
in our liberty j: we are not tyrantB, wh<^ speak to 
you that you should distrust us; we are brethreni 
whose misfortune you cannot regard without 
staining your own reputation. 

The interests of men, as well as those of na- 
tions, can never be in opposition i the light which 
ought to lead us to happiness is sufficiently clear 
for alL If man always consulted thatj he would 
easily know that his interest consists in seekinghis 
own good without giving to others cause to com- 
plain. There would then be no need of governors, 
nor distinction of nations, all men would compose 
but one family ; but as men consult not this divine 
guide within them, but suffer themselves to be 
led by others who have not the same interest in 
conducting them to happiness, hence the neces- 
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sity of placing them under the government of 
laws; hence the disti action of famihes and nations. 
J— This division being admitted, the knowledge of 
the interests of men became more difficult, be-* 
cause, in place of laws being estabUshed solely to 
preserve, increase, and distribute a portion of hap- 
pitiess already enjoyed, it is pretended that kw& 
are formed to create new interests and relations,^ 
aiid such as men are hot capable of; bedause, 
taking the cause for the effect, government have 
sought, by force or by fraud, to lead men into ft 
road retnote from their individual happiness^ 
though; their interests remain the very same aa 
before, I have attempted to shew that the Ame- 
ricans and the Spaniards are but one people, that 
their interests are the same, and I trust I have 
shewn it. 
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iSHOULD America^ united to Spain, be in future 
«s unhappy as she has been since she was &r^ 
discovered, it would have been desirablie that the^ 
#houJd never biyebfeen known to each other; and 
i£ Spain should not derive greater advantages thah 
she has hithferto derived from the possession of 
Aimi&rica, it would be desirable that she should 
}ose^ that : possession. The gold, the silver, and 
*he other productions <rf America, so fer from 
satisfyii^ the increased necessities of the old.world, 
^nly made it more difficult to satisfy her Old ones. 
All her productions being exclusively : possessed 
by Spain, excited the envy and resetitment of 
oliber nations, and Spain, without considering 
tbat the true riches of a nation are her own pro- 
ductions, or those which arise from a mutual and 
advantageous exchfinge, disregarded her own pro-» 
duice; and thought Only of that which came from 
her new dominions. 

<. By an attachment to these principles, which at 
this moment, unfortunately cause the desolation 
of the world, a systeod has been established^ 
Ivhich, impeding the prosperity of a grpat empire^ 
bast brought to the lowest state of degradation th0 

agriculture, 



Digitized by 



Goo< 



70 

agriculture, arts, and commerce of Spain, a coun- 
try, which, by the fertility of its soil, the excel- 
lence of its clima|e,,by it? lo^al situation and the 
^Superiority of its productiotis orer those of other 
nations, ought by itself to have been the first 
nation in Europe, and by the possession of Ame* 
rica would hare become the greatest empire ever 
known, if the extent of its political and economi- 
cal knowledge had been equal to the extent of its 
dominions and productions. In place of extend- 
ing its relations with other powers, by permitting 
the exportation of the immense produce of its 
new territory, it insulated itself more than ever. 
Other nations, conducting themselves by the 
Bame maxims, and not content with seeing the 
ruin which these superabundant productions were 
causing to Spain, becam'e her enemies for the sake 
of depriving her of as much as they could, — 
In this mode, so far from the productions of the 
New World becoming the means of exchange and 
increase of industry, they became an apple of dis-* 
cord, an inexhaustible source of war. From that 
period, so far from enriching themselves by labour, 
the different governments of Europe only sought 
for means to lay restrictions upon commerce, each 
thinking it possible, by these means, to possess it 
exclusively; they pretended to regulate the labour 
not only of their own peopte, but of others, and 
in place of exciting a general spirit of industrj^ 
this 



Digitized by 



Google 



7t 



this new syatem . or^y produced contioual wars^ 
iike the most barbarous nations, they saw no 
means of proqotipg their own prosperity, but by 
destroying that of others, and ip sacrificing a part 
of their own riches in order to take an equal share 
frpm their rivals. There was hardJy one nation 
that did not wish to engross to itself the commerce 
of the whole; from that period their chief policy 
(^on^isted, not in augmenting their own real 
powers^ but in diminishing that of their rivals, or 
at l^ast to enrich themselves by impoverishing all 
others. Hence it is that there isf not one which 
owes its aggrandizement to the discovery of Ame^ 
rica, though that ought to have enriched them alh 
and yet there is hardly one which can bo?ist of 
having gained more by that celebrated event, than 
being able to use gold and silver vessels in the 
room of iron and copper. 

When can we hope that the people will open 
their eyes, and where they expected thejr 
greatest happiness, not find their greatest miseiy ! 
— ^Nations, say our rulers, and even our most 
esteemed, economists are of the same opinion,^ 
are only rich and powerful when they possess a 
quantity of gold and silver, which are the repre- 
sentatives of all other commodities. Spain, the 
sple ppssessor of these metals, would possess them 
in greater abundance if she would shut her ports 
against all other nations, or only open them under 
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considerable restrictions. The rulers of other 
nations might say, that America, so fruitful in the 
precious metals, and in other productions usefiil 
for commerce, being solely in the possession of 
Spain, will give her an excessive degree of power, 
and we shall all be poor: it behoves us therefore 
to attempt to possess a part of these riches, and 
even to try to render America independent, in 
order to enjoy her commerce- Hence has arisen 
the principal cause of all the wars which have 
hitherto desolated Europe, and the origin of that 
restrictive system of commerce which all nations 
have adopted, and which sooner or later will prove 
their ruin, although some may, from other causes, 
have enjoyed a temporary prosperity. To shew 
the evils which this system has produced in Spain 
and in America, will form the chief subject of this 
division of my treatise ; and if I should be fortu- 
nate enough to do justice to it, I have no doubt 
of making it evident that the interests of both are 
not irreconcileable, but positively inseparable. 

To attempt to shew that no nation under arbi- 
trary government can advance in improvement, 
would be to suppose my readers totally unin- 
formed ; and it would be superfluous, inasmuch 
as Spain has now the good fortune to be placed 
under a government which acknowledges this 
truth so conformable to justice and interest well 
understood. Neither do I conceive it requisite 
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to shew that Spain and America have hitherto 
been governed without any other law or rule than 
the caprice of kings and their ministers, and that 
the misery of the people has always been in pro- 
portion to these men's injustice. I will not at- 
tempt to demonstrate by what sort of constitution 
the two countries ought henceforth to be go-* 
verned, as the representatives of the nation are 
already employed on that subject, and they can- 
not fail to establish it on the foundations of liberty 
and justice, in conformity to the principles they 
have already acknowledged. I will speak* how- 
ever, of the urgent necessity of removing from the 
Americans every motive of mistrust and com^ 
plaint, oK assuring them of their future lot, and of 
the political advantages they will be entitled to 
enjoy/ I will speak most fully on the interest of 
the Spaniards and Americans to remain united, by 
shewing the principal causes which have ob- 
structed the prosperity of America, and contri- 
buted to the ruin of Spain. Lastly, I will briefly 
attempt to shew how much it is the interest of 
our allies to conduct themselves during the dis- 
sent ion between the two countries, on the prin- 
-iples of justice, I shall no doubt speak of things 
that are very common, but I shall not be ashamed 
of that if I explain my ideas with clearness. The 
great thing requisite is to make one's self under- 
stood, and to shew the truth in its true light : 

new 



Digitized by VjO 



74 



'I? 



a^w. m^ Qfjgfn^I J<leas are muifh kss frequent tb^ 
people: jip^gii^ei iiejther are. tbey tQ be .expected 
IP |g| VFQrk like jthe presents If I obtain my objeqti 
IiS^haU[ b(^ve perfoiFifaed an important service for 
my cowiltey- 

I Ail the different goveniments of Spain, since the 
reyolAition, have acknowledged the right of Ame*- 
rii^a ito a Gompjete equality with the Spaniards in 
all things, but not one, npt even the Cortes, has 
kad sufficient honesty or resolution to perform it$ 
promises.' To hav^ declared that the Ameriou)s ^ 
formed an integral part of the Spanish monarchy^ \ 
wd t^ refuse them an equal share in the repre^r \ 
sf^tatipn, IS; a iptmife^t inconsistency., The sove- 
reignty cao only originate in the will of the people, 
without it all government is an usurpation ; ey^ 
the majority cannot dc^prive the minority pf a right 
so ess^nti^* Should twenty provinces unite ii| 
depriving the twertty-first of its representation, it 
v^ould; be of no effect; the act would be tp all 
iintet^t^.^nd purposes null; much less* cfin any 
province b© deprived of it)& ^^e in forming a 
constitution,, a work the mpst impprtanjt, in which 
the sovereign ,ppwer can be employed. It is thereiir 
fore, ridiculouf to say thfit the future constitution 
ean determine tbje mode or quantum of represent- 
tation .to which A)i»erica is entitled. The cput 
stitution cgnrtot oontes (rights^ it can only declare 
«nd preserve thj^mv If thei Americans did not 
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}>os8ess rights prior to the constitution,^ k couM 
not grant them, and if she did, the constitution can-^ 
not take them away, for one of the greatest rights 
is that of forming a constitution. To say that the 
present Cortes is extraordinaiy, js either to say 
nothing at all, or to say that it is a body empow* 
ered to regulate tor the future the functions to be 
^ejtercised by the different authorities, ^d the 
mode of electing those authorities. 

If the American^ possessed, at all times, the 
right of participating in the sovereignty, as a part 
of the nation, they could not be deprived, without 
inconsistency, of the right of forming a part of the 
Extraordinary Cortes. To say that the system of 
the representation remains to be fixed^ is a mis- 
take* and a mistake that would be fatal to the 
Cortes itself. The system of the representation! 
which composes at present the sovereignty of the 
Spanish people, was regulated at its meeting ac- 
cording to a calculation of its population; and in 
conformity with this calculation the Americans 
ought to be represented; if the former govem- 
ment) either from injustice or from not sufficiently 
considering its authority, djd not dare to acknow* 
ledge the rights of the Ainericans on account of 
the doubtful circumstances of the diBerent classes 
of inhabitants, the Congress ought to settle these 
doubts by declaring that, from the moment of their 
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'ftihM mcfefttfig, tHe principle extisncled^qudlly to all 
the Americans; 

Supposing this system tt> be changed^ and adapt- 
ed to the proportion of taxes, or any thing else, it 
iriust vary for both alike. This variation does not 
Eiippos^ the non-existence of the right, it sup*> 
)>oses its existence. What signifies it to say that 
thesysl;em h not fixed? That it is not legal? 
How then has the Cortes been assembled ? Oft 
xvhat does its authority rest ? On its legality ? 
Why 'then is it not the same for the Americans^ 
whose. equal rights are already recognised, and 
existed prior to such a recognition ? What signi- 
fies it' to say that they are not established ? Is it 
meant to be insinuated that they can be changed 
to-m!orrow, and that therefore it is useless to sum* 
mon the Americans to the Cortes till their rights 
ai^ fixed^by the constitution? Were this a suffi- 
cient motive for delaying to summon t?ie Ameri- 
bans, the same reason might exist to-morrow and 
fbt e^et, because nothing in nature is stationary ; 
^d asisuredly'the constitution will vary in the 
co\Jtrse of time according to circumstances, since 
the'forcsight of man is limited. To say, that if 
the^ Americans are sumnK)ned to the Cortes they 
will ichange the constitution, either arises from a 
pefddioufe motive, or from an idl* fear. Should 
the Spanish nation attem^it to make a constitu- 
^ ' tion, 
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tioii» or a law, to the injury of the Amerieans^ n^ 
doubt thejTi would be justified in attempting to 
repeal either the one or the other; and why not ? 
Let me say to the Cortes, " Fathers of your coun-* 
try, your probity and honour are- too well known 
to be doubted for a moment ; but your wisdoraf 
is not such as to justify you iu believing youf-j 
selves infallible, or wholly exempt from error, — f 
Your suspicions on this head are unfounded ; the 
Americans will approve your decrees if they are 
just; and if they do not approve them, you are 
not authorised to deprive the Americans of the 
enjoyment of that share in the representation 
which they have a right to, merely to avoid an 
imaginary evil, nor can you satisfy them with 
saying that they already have representatives, if 
they have not the number determined by the 

law " ^ . t - ' u 

r All this is not to say that the work of the (Con- 
stitution ought to be deferred for a moment; its 
suspension would be a much greater evil to us 
than even the loss of America. The conBtitu- 
tion is that which must enliven our enthusiasm^ 
and give a new tone of energy to the nation , and 
make the tyrant tremble. Without a constitu* 
tion, we have neither liberty nor country, let 
those who are interested in our abuses say what 
they will. The Spaniards, while they are without 
it, can have no interest in opposing the enemy, 

since 
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^ilo« tlvey camii^ enjoy tbMe two ibestimaUb 
bleiisAngB without which life has no enjoyiHenf ; 
dnfd this same coMtitutiol], if it is as tibeml as it 
ought t6'b<, will teiKl to bind the Acn^itcsn^ moM 
dosely to ufi, arid they ir4U approve it, if it i«just^ 
if not j thdy will do adt in 4heir pcvwer to ttiake ano-^ 
t^r, aii^it is tb^> ititereet of all that it'slbould 
bejust and'eqti^L ' .• 

If w^ ooMult the fatatory €f ^i) gwwhtABfkt»i^i 
shall Arid that the fncopsisteqeies add contmdio'-- 
tionsf wbi<ih mark theit conduct^ ate as f^eq^oent an, 
tboseof indiridualsii and have tio other origin than 
ignorance of the principles of truth arid justioe^ 
which are uniform and €ODsist0iit;\^<g shall find 
also that %heSje ifi<3ofifsist^noies have t4)e loost p^^ 
nieious eflfects on- the iiite|tests of <^oc}ety^ • for pub* 
lie men are aoeostomed^to believe that viYti»e, jus** 
tice, and the duties of nations to each other, ai^ 
nothing 'but ftiere nailii^afid tiiat every thing but 
the sordid interests of conquest, eommense, and 
commafnd^ is vidiculoua and contemptible. The 
Spaniards of America bave sufifered, for direebun-*' 
dred years, the oppression <rf an afbitrary^ovem-^ 
ment, without ev6fr separating themselves from 
the mother country, notwithstanding the exampte 
offered %hem by the cciloiiies of En^and. What- 
ever reic^rm they would have atfiem^pted, therefore, 
would only tave been dictated by reason and gene- 
ral convenfeace,wbich would* have eevitrlbuted, in a 
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great m«asti re, to facfli tate thei r undettaki ng. Eventgi 
have tately happened which ' led th^ Spaniards to 
seek to regain their ji%erty, and consequently that 
of America; the determinatton seemed so jirst 2ii 
to deserve the approbation of both, and* is the first 
time that a sense of the general interests united thi 
sentiments of nations so far separated, * It is therei 
fore by no means to be wondered, that before they 
khew the intentions of the new- government of tht^ 
Peninsula, they had thought of their ownrindei 
pendence. EqtiaKty of rights was declared for 
the Americans ; dnd it was to be hoped that thci 
eonstftutiort would have been quietly fbrmecf, be- 
cause those who were princfpaWy interested in thri 
continuance of abuses, could no longer <l)ppose 
themselves to the wishes of the nation. Although 
the Spaniards had consuhed only their own conve- 
nfence, anitf disregarded the bonds of fri'endship 
a»* justice which united them to America, they 
were equally interested that America should re-i 
main free, and afford them a retreat where they 
might be happy under a wise and free government, 
in* case the Peninsula should be conquered by thef 
tyrant The fears of the Spaniards, least thesti 
things should happen, and the necessity of seek- 
ing iaid from the Americans, to carry on the 
gferious struggle in which tftey were engaged,^ 
afforded other motives for removing all jealoasies 
between the two nations. AH' these circumstanced 
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cduld not fell to/ inspire the Americans 'with pleats-- 
ing hopes, and bind; them in closer union to the 
Spaniards!) whose reyolution hastened the period 
of Ameriran freedom* Their disunion, besides 
being un^iB^t^ wa? impolitic, because it remove^ 
to a greater distanqe those bright prospects which 
now began to appear for America. 

Had the Americans, therefore, merely remained 
trap<iuil spectators, they would have enjoyed the 
fruit of all the reform they had so long desired; 
but seduced either by the agents of the tyntht, or 
by their want of 'foresight, they separated them- 
selves from the mother c6untry, to embrace the 
catise:of a party whose first measures gave evident 
signs of an tjnfbrtunate issue; Setting aside the 
consideration that neither honour nor; justice could 
p^mit the Americans to separate themselves from, 
Spaiin, while she wts sad-ificing herself in defence 
of the, human race? .dijich a determination could ' 
never be for. tfeein*ei|es|t of America. 

Thchappiness of a natioti can never be in jdan-r 
ger but fyqm the invasion of an external enemy, "^ 
or the misconduct, of its own government. To 
the ^rst all sunall states are continually exposed. 
The jno$t rigid virtues, and the wisest laws; are not 
sufficient to def<^nd them againt a ppwerful enemy; 
if they can bring no stronger force to their aid. 
This has constantly happened, and ever will hap- ' 
pen.; To the shwtne of human iiature, it is tod 
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w^l kiK)Wn that the riches 6f mdividuals, |:he 
force and power otriMidns hj^ve always attracted 
the conisideraHon and tegard of men at b1\ times 
and lili^'^li cchiRtriesj' Hence it is tl^atc one man 
wishes to be rich, and another to extend hk power* 
The law of private safety and convenience, from 
whos^ principles no society can depart without 
neglecting its interest and its duty^ is that which 
tnspiros it with the idea of preserving and aug- 
menting its greatness. The love and the duty of 
every inan to seek his own convenience, may 
sometimes inspire a part of society with a desire 
of separating itself from the rest^ and forming a 
new society, which will be just and useful, pro- 
vided they cannot find that convenience under 
their former unions from the effects of a despotic 
government. It is this motive which justifies the 
conduct of those- people, who^ seeing their com- 
plaints disregarded, determine to ^hake off the 
yoke of despotism and form a new government* 
They will attempt to meliorate their condition by 
Ivei^y. p&ssible means^ and they will not have 
overstepped the line of their duty if they can thus 
increase and seizure their happiness ; but even 
this melioration cannot he considered with r^ard 
to a foreign enemy, it can only be considered with 
regard to internal liberty. There can be no doub( 
that all advantages ar^ on the side of thOse who 
remain united to the government, the power and 
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h^e 0f ||0icafety wiU be gjef ^er, k.will cofwer 
flMfsotigr : be iviiore seeure ^nst th« attack^ <tf 
ea^t^mil.en^mii^; Its tmoqviUity will be bettei 
pce^nr^, bl9Ciai8is it wiU have few^r ^x^^mai 
^m»if3* 4ma9 a ^tiite counts the aymber of theBQ 
by the n^mb^ of otbef nations, ybisi ss^f? 
powfer^nd.ifrfie.wll baso mwch the ha^ 4?o»dy 
tbUbe^QHizeti^v in proportif>p as the number of 
tbo«e who qonftib^tC; to it; wiH jbe grep|fi«w.poi 
being contemtcri with bftvinga force 4ii pro^Jww^ 
to their owo t^eas, but to that of th^ s^(H^i^ 
statelk Katioiaa 4k> not nicely, gr^ify theixtH^Hit^ 
in, being gifcat* tbey ^irjoy are&jl ^dvan*pg^.firo|a 
being »&, ^Ovided th^ d0:iiot:^«jB.tbe|r.(jiow«r< 
On *hia e*»«i4emtioflv tberefores it iejeMidenj 
tbat.tte Amerioai^ wiJl f$iA^r by *beif ^PP^raT 
tito fl)(nBSpbitt.;vlet ua n^tf ^aee how we may 
calculate bn liijiir ^fut^re iketiny . 
' :Let us sfti^poae for ;a iDi<»iiienti tvbich k fa^ ^n^ 
beisg: itbe i^af^^v.tbat laJ} the fli£R^eat'»stEif:eg of 
Ameiiica weie aioteabiy «(nited^' aoad agreed Ibo fofKI 
one sole? jgt)verniawtot, by ^^biob njeama «hey/i«jil| 
be better enabled 'to re<ifel^a» ex«^rftal ^eiiepjy^ 
bapopulfaticm at jwresi^nt bferdlyramoiarta t0fiftpe« 
toilliona, of wbteh number acarceJy tfen^e Bre fcomn 
posed of Creoles and Emrope^^^the resit is fc^i|ie4 
nf Indians land Negroes, a. rac<$ ^itho^t- virtDe^i 
ivitbottt eultirataon, ^and without ^4i)»tftm i 4 
tvill altow that a ftee and j^st gpVf*toi$»fc'M^i]lidq 
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all iq itif p0w«r;tQ ftjigpieat popMl^ipn,^^n4 incj^^pf 
imfpjrpifrtjofl.yet iftiYJ)! b"? waByygaFS befpre t}iejrpap| 
t)e jgin ^ level >vi|J^ ff^WSP i« tUpse |wo bnmch«», ja 

9fdff<tp r^s^t its Rttiipiiis. U&9y yms m»H elapse 

^efpre tjj^j jQJW 9pa»q ifl P9Jppe|itvip fvith Swopp, 
^,4re{tffi ,of aypifjing tfee .ftc^s pf usiirp^jtipft she vrill 
9eek to^pn^it. Ah)^|c9 is t}ip .^ol^ po^j^ssor of 
jhe rwh^^t prpdjictipn^ j i^e is. therefore m pbj^t 
Wpch poyijje^ by ^U ciyiiispd Qf|tlonf j ithe?e .a^. 
^ip»S.Wsi# t^refprf ?iWiEty§ be her ^gr^jp^, >fr})ij^ 
she is exposed to her present necessities, a)^ 
wIlilfi^hPPPfBSfses hec prps^nf s^b^^^Ace of the 
pi;f5i(9## fltjetjils: that i^ jtp s^y, t|Mijt Ap^jca i)| 
o^jtiR^ ^tf^tn tP sspife a$ freedppj if she wii^h.^^ 
tP bpP0fl*9 m she; .giq^ ally, Iji/M-^elf tp s^^^ 
iWlopew pftw^r pf. jthfi,fir§jt.^i|fe;;^^|r pol^tj^ 
e»ii?t»»c^, Jipr treefHiiJlitK, »pd t»fifiW*(e^^t feqH.ir» 
it, If er i?ch^ }y jll o^ly Wm (tg raifp her t^yy 
eQsqaipt, apd . ifi^pi^e thps^ i^l^^-alftcJiP 19 w^c|? 
Ibpg* «*«i<»s. M^ tpr. eyj^ fuljjsfrt, jjyhich pQ?pfSf 
1^ Iin4 fUyer* §h$ aisy bf cpo^i4?ired as a^ 
ipf»nj desJWsd PHt H^Uh j^wpMf, W^ofla it is impp^r 
»tblf.tole»Ve Jto it^; witlw>»^f the riiwjue of being 
D0tib«dM!he wiU jn^mbly be the pfey qf }^f. 

9<for *1fwpt»tiori to »*t,ipn# pf ,the gypat^t pf(^* 
W^i, Sj^, ijrpWi IwBf local situation, -vv^JJ^, Uipd^r 
« g9«l«l^9»WIW»PPt, pll^^ys beal^jy^^ |io (Jpfesii 
Ikf iSfiiicFpilld ffi^pa ev^jry ^hc^i^ ^i^}/^ j Ijy; Jifr 
i ii ! < G 9 abundance 
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Ibuddance of gunpowder and ironj of which Attwe- 
rica possesses so little, even laying aside all other 
considerations, she is the nation ofall Eui*bpewho 
Ought to be most closely united to that part of 
the world. It is evident thien that all these things 
being considered, America, so far from gaining any 
thing, will, be a considerable loser by her sepa** 
ration from Spain, because with a government 
equally j list, when united to her, she will be 
tnuch more strbng^ more rich, and have far fewer 
enemies. ' . : 

If we cotisider her future happiness, aid it de* 
pends on her internal liberty and good govemmeri't, 
I am of opinion that her separation trbm thfe mo- 
ther country, so far from being advantageous in 
that respect, will prove the greatest injury. The 
Spanish government is about t6 form a constitu- 
tion, and the American representatives Ought to 
be present at the sovereign Congress. Spain caft-- 
not be saved without a free^ or, what is the same 
thing, a just constitution-, there is every reasbtt 
to expect that she will form one* considering the 
principles she has already adopted. Tbe^ Ame- 
ricans, by their distance from the ehemy^^by liis 
Utter inability to disturb her, is about tb enjoy the 
fruits of Spanish freedom, arid to be free from that- 
oppression and injustice with which sh^ has to 
long been harassed. Should it, hoWcver,':happeii^ 
by any unforeseen misfortune, that 'k cikMtttkwn 
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should not be formed suitable to the people of 
America, tbey will then be at full liberty to sepa- 
rate themselves from Spain. They could not pos*- 
sibly omit such an opportunity, for they never 
could have any ground for believing that the Spa* 
nish government could intend to give them up to 
Bonaparte, though they alleged it as a motive for 
their first insurrection ; and it is so evidently ma- 
licious, that no man, who is attempting to pacify 
the two nations by shewing them their mutual 
interests, can possibly speak of it with suitable 
moderation. For the Americans to attempt to 
separate from Spain before the epoch of the new 
constitrition, shewed that they did not understand 
their own interest. Supposing the Cortes to 
fulfil their duty, the wishes of the Americans 
would be satisfied without the necessity of 
bloodshed, and without meanly abandoning the 
mother country in the most glorious struggle 
which a nation ever engaged in. Supposing the 
Cortes did not fulfil their duty, and either left thef 
Americans in their former wretched state, or 
failed to make them as happy as they had a 
right to expect, then was the time for them to rise. 
Not to wait for that epoch was to defer the period 
of their liberty, since, as experience has mourn- 
fully proved, it was impossible they could sepa- 
rate themselves from the Spaniards without suf- 
fering all the miseries of a civil war, a war to be, 
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dreaded iri pr6pat\:ion to the ibir«tef«tt 'Hatred 
T^hich the differeiit fae^s of its inhabitants bofe 
to each other ; and this, heterogeneous mixture, 
^vhich is greater than in iny other nation of th* 
globe, haS contributed in a gr^at measure to i6bscurr 
their rights, and confuse their transactions t<rilh 
ft&ch other. 

If tbe difference of ranks, evfen in couhtrites tht 
Hibst civilised^ impedes the course of tevoluti^s^ 
It h most probable that in Spanidi Am^rhci^ 
Wher^ them is so gr^at m oppositioo of ifiterecAs^ 
tUstoms, and ranks^, and a thin |^opu)at?oii disi* 
persed Over in immense exkettt of territory, the 
degree of u^ion r^equisite to fonp a regular go* 
virrtment will be alnjost' impossible; The i^l^ 
placable hatred arising from i system in which 
*H are either oppressors cfr oppressed, the am-* 
bitlon and other bad passions of the refoitners ; 
the grievances which many innocent families 
mu^t suffer, will be so many torches of discord, to 
feed for many years the flames of ciVil war, which 
oati only terminate ih the desolMioli of a country nok 
above half peopled, and so ignorant as to impifess the 
character of ferocity on their revolution. Even 
those who ought to possess most inforpdation, WiH 
distinguish themselves by legal assassination, and 
by hot listening to those who have no other fault 
than that of not obeying their 'authority, as if 
evfery man was not at liberty to recognii^, or not,. 

a govern- 
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a government newjy established, and to become 4 
member dr not of the social compact. Such mei>( 
know not that no man can be compelled to em-t 
brace a contract, be it what it may, and that even 
if a single individual takes up arms against a, 
gov^mmeot which he hm never acknowledged, h^ 
may commit an act of hostility, but not a crime^ 
and that nothing can authorise that government 
to punish him capitally, whom only ignorant op 
sanguinary men can consider otherwise than as 
a prisoner of war* 

All theae considerations, and many others to 
which the conduct of Napoleon has given rise^ 
and the resentment that for many years the Spa»: 
aiards wiH retain, give us reason to believe that 
the civil wars of the Spanish Americans will be 
long and bloody. The Anglo-Americans, not* 
withstanding they had both France and Spain on 
their aide, notwithstanding their whole population 
consisted but of one race, and notwithstanding; 
they were united among each other, suflFered for 
nine years the miseries of civil war before they 
established their liberty. The Spanish American* 
will require a long time before their government 
is g^ttlod, unless they unite t hernia Iv^s to the> 
mother country by a constitution, which, to b^ 
just, must be eq-uaily benefigial to ^oth parties, 
f^ soiand philosophy declares that injustice can 
never profit either an indiyidq^l or a pation,— 

Every 



Digitized by' 



88i 

Every impaPtml man musi confess that the Ameit* 
ricans^ by their fir»t impnideDt step, have ex»» 
posed themselves to inealoulable evils, ^and that' 
all they have done can only retaird^the period of 
their liberty. Whoever examines the siibject 
with all the coolness it deserves^ will confesSithat 
the probability of their obtainingf that liberty^: 
united c^ separated, being equal,. ttre;^ b(^ pub a 
risk of losing it by means of their separataon. 
The Spaniards will thus be deprived of t|ie meanes 
of obtaining theirs, the AmericaQS will b^^in daii-t* 
ger of a civil war, and of all those profuse ex- 
penses required to establish a new governmeilt^ 
they will be cfompelled to raise immense armies 
disproportioned to their population, which ^ill be^ 
the ruin of their agriculture and industry. The 
interest of both, then, is the same ; to establish a 
ConstftutioB- which may secure the liberty of both,' 
and an equal eaioyment of their properly^; to' estar 
tiish a system of administration* the naost free and' 
least exp^sive possible, 9nd to remove the <^asetf 
whkh have hitherto principaUy obstructed the 
progress of their national prosperity; this is the 
interest of bof^h^ and that their interests can never 
come in competition with each other will be evi- 
dent after an attentive exa;mination. 

My chief object beiiiig a reconciliation be- 
tween the Spaniards and the Americans, and since 
the best method to produce that is to shew that 
H their 
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Jheir iiitercsts ai« the s^me, I will sfNsak only 6f 
thcfie icauses which have moBt cohtributed to dU 
vide t^eoiy by having admitted a system of adml- 
nistratioli which' put theni' in opposition to each 
Other, and conseqiietrtly produced the ruin of 
both. ^ I will* not stop to examine the evils which^ 
were caused by an arbitrary government^ and by- 
Quribrmier.vtdous institutions, because these are 
too* iu»tosiou8 )to ;all the world. I will speak only 
of our irestrietive system, which, in ordei^ to pre- 
sei^e America under our yoke, judged it expe- 
dient to monopolise its agriculture, commeit^e, and 
imiostry^ifor whkJi reason the discovery and pos- 
sesBron of these fertile dominions^ so far from en- 
riching, served only to impoverish and Weaken the 
P^eninsula, without kioreasing the happiness of 
Anierica. ^ ■ i >; <" .<:■- -k > 

Jjly ideas may possibly be some#mes mistaken, 
butiithe subject is too in^^e^eslitag ii»d ^M6 copious^ 
n0l to deserve * the mosrt t seri<>us eonsiderationf 
from thejfathers of their country^ when tlt^ are en-^ 
gi^ed iiiattompting to liemo^vre ^the evikr^by wbfcb 
it has been so long afflicted. Whole nations^ 
either tbraagb jealousy or ignorance, have at 
various times acjopted measures' idi^eetly ^ntrary 
to those whichiitbi^ioiight to putsoe for the at-^ 
tainrn^nt of their ends. Hhe Spanish govei^mnent, 
ill order -te retain America in their powo", be- 
K^vikJ that they oi^ht not to permit her to esta^ 
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liisk fofty art 6i manu&cture ksmvti in Europe^ 
ROf io^lnrcrre in her territorj aHy pidduction of die 
IWkisula^ This \tft& .ho doubt a y^fy igapoiitic 
system; tiie reciprocal and geMral iirteittt of 
mdiTiduate anid> of nations is thff oidy thing that 
can inspire th^m with a love of the stat^, or in-* 
dttce them to use their be$t efforts to ikiaiotain tlw 
prosperity thasj eiijoy. The ccoitrary/is a state of 
▼ii^en6e which dan.tieYBr subsist after aaxonpor^ 
tonity offers of being freed from it, and as to 
eoooomy^ it was a system equally opiposed to the 
l^ttblic tat«rest« A government never can be rich 
while the {leople. are poor, nor the people be rich 
while the goverijuaae&t is poon Tl^ greater the 
induatjcyv agriculture, and commerce of the Ame^ 
ticaaa, tbe mioreirich and hi^py they will be, and 
consequently the more powerful will be the Spa« 
nish' goveramebt ; the more, contented and happy 
tbrSpaniMda atei the nore fitm will be the imion 
«f the fwDt natiana. It would be useless for tae 
to attempt toi iflusibrata truths so evident to men 
of sl^se aAd hoaoar^ and: to such oidy I address 
myaelCii 

Tte iSpiaosh government, m depaitiag from 
thaso akopio ptoinoipke, and ex|>ecting to et^y 
the aiie advaiitqgies arising from <the comnwroe of 
9^ c g piptry- piDstcased of the most rmre add pracioiia 
pmd^atioqs, so far restrained it« u not only to 
easchidetttiiaogcss, but evea not to allow it to 
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Spaniards, except ui^der: such FMtrretiOBs ^ OQi^ 
siot)^ the rilin Of bdtb countries. It'caobot b4 
doubted that the conctirrence of a multitude of 
dlBFefeflt causes, "^hich do not jJroperiy fcejotig to 
ftiy subj^ct^ ccmtributed to the decline of Ae 
Spanish nation, and yet they did not all togethej 
produce ^o Much evil as the By stem of COinnt^a 
adopted toilvaiitis America. I will agfec tvithout 
hteitiitidn t(5 the csabses assigned by our best 
Writers for th^ decline of ow fxrosperlty^ but I 
trill ottfy conilider them as gcteondary, and not 
pf|noi|)Sl. Among tJiei^ ware the exprotei^n of ii 
ittilKon of iJevrs ditting thd tidie of <he dtbdrc 
kings ; the expulsion of tWo aiMions cf Moors in* 
the iktae of PhUip lii. ; thk foreigfi and intefpal 
ward, from th* tim^ xrf Gkarhs* L till tbd year 
171 A) which cauiied colitiDital armies and trea- 
sures to be s«iit^ for their maifetdnanoe^ to Italy^» 
Hollaifid, Flanders, and Porttigal ; the eniigratf6n 
of the Spsttiiard for two hundned yearp ta Itdy* 
a/nd Fknders ; the coli^nUal'^deporedatMiTs of the 
pii^te^ from the cocst of Bwbary ftir litear tbreisi^ 
hnndred ye^rs, who^ iaccording to the ci^cuiafcion^ 
of Cam^oinlanes^ toek annusBy not less ^h^oi thirty 
thousand S^i^sh ptisoifctrs ; th^ new i»stitiitiol»v 
whichj latta^king the personal securify t)f indiviw: 
cNais, dMve from th^ bcbom of Sjwiih a great 
p^Htion 6f her ilatidn^ kmi in^rdd th^w strangistt 
with tCFravjvbdto <^e RStural adi^awtages of •? 
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country, i^ supetror to all others, ought rather td 
have invited to settle in her territory ; the im* 
mense increase of convents since the times of the 
catholic kings ; the multitude of religious festi-i 
vals ; the establishment of en^ils which Charles 
the First introduced from Germany; the privi- 
leges of the Mesta ; the monopolies of the govern- 
iiieht; the privileged companies; and, above all, 
the ruinous taxes upon industry. I will not at- 
tempt to shew the evils which all these different 
causes have inevitably produced ; they cannot be 
the subject of a dissertation any more, perhaps 
than those I am about to examine. I will now 
speak of the economical system adopted towards 
America ; a system, which, opposed to each other, 
the interests of the Americans and Spaniards, in 
my (ionception, contributed more than all the 
other causes united to the decline of Spain. 

The three causes fironi which it was believed 
that the prosperity of Spain, arose, are thpse 
which, in my opinion, t^hiefly occasioned the riiiq 
of its {^culture, industry, and arts.. First, the*, 
great revenue produced by the commerce of the 
New World. Secondly, the strong restrictions of. 
that contimerce, notonly by the exclusipn of Spa- 
tiiard8,!but of istrangers. Thirdly, the great quan- 
tity of silver imported into, Spain. It would 
require many volumes to treat of a fctrbject so 
extensive and so opposite torthe .ge^nerally re-. 

ceived 
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teived ideas ; but I will say enough to convince 
those who examine the subject in earnest j that 
these causes must produce the most terrible evils, 
and that nothing but a liberty of commercej li- 
mited by a prudent regulation of customs^ with 
the permission for strangers to trade directly for 
all the ports of America, can exalt the nation to 
that height of prosperity and power at which it 
is capable of arriving, , 

Let us now see what effect the great returns of 
the commerce of America had on the decline of 
the commerce, agriculture, and industry of Spain. 
It is undeniable that the commerce of America 
produced very great returns. It is sufficient to 
know that if very few persons were concerned in it, 
and that it was a privileged monopoly granted only 
to those whom the court chose, in order to know 
that their gains were immense* Spaniards, who 
are interested on the subject, pretend to make the 
contrary believed, in order to preserve their mo- 
nopoly ; but it is easy to demonstrate the falsity 
of their assertions. The value of things always 
increases in proportion to their scarcity, and di- 
minishes in a contrary proportion. The less the 
number of sellers, the more they will give the 
law to the buyers, the greater will be their gains, 
and the surer their sale. The number of Spanish 
traders being very small, the profits of their com- 
merce was proportionably great* Thus the mer- 
chants. 
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efaaiitsoof SoviUoi wbiJe ithfttrvrm ^ m\y fm 
liokifddd to carry cfn.Ameiriow fwmm^Q^y .mA 
^ft^rwarda those of .C^ilat mk^ , itll . .t^ f^tfk lit 
eiinflpd by Cbartes the ThircJ, wef^ morp i^il^cbfld 
tfaaflr Jtll th0 > other mi^rclmnto of <l^p»ii|. TbiMf 
«accQfi3 ioeyitaUy ioju««d »H the atber bwwcbej 
of niitil«al 4[iro$f»9Uyv^aj9d:praducedlh^# !0(ie<]t§ 
vfhidi'vererjr mQimpdly;;n7iiat ^^^^ctf''^^^^ ^^ ^ 
reduce the benefits of commi^rOT tO:a;§iDp!l B^inrT 
ber .af'perftowif jaad ta^ make it; iivk|if)9»ib)e for , 
others to attempt any C0np0fe]tion> with tbem, Or 
to eqjoy asyfifaare of prosperity. 
! iQooHnerce is so. oear}y sllied .^Oiidg^cuUprf 
Md itidoBtry^: that .it is not >p$^s9Hile tbefc th^ 
balapce shoald imAirmLmXh^vAotk^.QWi^.M ik^ 
other; Indent ^listorfeoq^ itfes^ i^^ilibrtMm m 
wbtdi <^e ^er^ fBODspmty) df^pewisr^ In 04)d#y 
to proserm tii}& levsi^kdSineq>i|lQtte!tiftNt s^U i^ouUI 
^xi^ mm o^iisi idegr^e ol? Uberly. It bfMig (^v^ 
kaoivm th«t the i ^puiiiurds ) deriyledl; gimt bm»&i 
ir^un the tosMiame. j3£i AiiMm^ emis^<|lM6ii^K 
wbiA fiDildiTied )w»s! jvaturi! ; w^js^wso^s 4^w 
tolsy /svit their csfNitlf'wlKQS it|wi{l pfc^u^ttlM 
grekitestireiturn ; fexr .Sfsti|afds ttfafveferei ^t)s« to 
eot^ployit ifi/agpriiitiltuce ror ikummofaotuf €9» ibe 
pmift^ .of ftvjiich ) were oot only iswie^ vle69« biiit 
infiosteiy more tardj^^ Th» ^^t^tsmvi^ if9t^J^ 
whiob, aotwkbstandiogfthe imv^pi i^^vvi^mh m- 
feiv^ed i^f landing tiisjir iboney to be pm^ysA m 
..J ' American 
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AtMm^ Mmmeree wnsr far bfeybnd timt n^oii 
it. Q911M fXFddttce in bemg employed m iSfttiaa 
hoi# c«(idici;it be supposed thercfofe, thit. aitjf 
S^Bapish eapiteliftt would think: pf employiqg Mm 
money iq the protnotioiki oC agrictdturo^.ov iho 
mnitructk)!) of;mMiJU|iu!toci£s, wkeu l^eydidtHOt 
tetttxs d fifth part of ihe profit which .arose (torn 
Ae ^omBience of the. New Woilli? : The Jeeline 
rtueeefore of exrery other faramch bf qomihefcewasi 
the coDseqmenceof this, inequality, andxtf the 
l^cstrietioiii: Which caused ^itL> It injured theagii** 
cultute. abd industry of Sppdn iii: another neray. 
Xrinientt tiDequaliiy of propraty in all 'soeiie^ies 
iinst ineyjtaUy ptodtioe innumerable evils ;fiMb 
its offidcts areibe more terrible, in pijopot'tioii.as 
it ii more snddraly Introdniced, for the! greater 
the .fitoiliay- of fuoquiring richesr tkm moi£)ieaBily 
iiiey ire dsssspated^ nnddistmrb the, rebel jtA^vulue 
ctf thsngs^ dtspjAvoBj^ many Mliis&sns of iha means 6f 
a(»]paiffii|§t{Hreh a unudl ^fxxtion :of tfaoae. ttmrng^ 
ieq^im^4of tMinaubsiatanise^wfakii defBtrcfwIiiMt 
level ^fid/.aqtinlb^ aajsra^ fisbm Ubeity, whieh^ 
vAcndistudhedby degra6s,'is<less sevet-ely felt by 
ti<r. Idwer .and middle iianksr of society., The 
9|l(atBriiod nore^audden these perniciouffivequai* 
lities^ the ^prenter la ;tbe number of bands ^l)k* 
drawn, fiiom the nsefiul Idbonrs of- ogriteuitcrre, 
asts* and ooinm?iee, on which t)»e true pvbspef it^ 
of n nfrtion depends* It is iieit ppaoisefy in t^ 
. / richea 
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riches jbe(]uired bV the coaimecee of Am^rieit 
nor in the. sum of capital w bich it s walioifired up^ in 
which I perceive the origin of the evil ; it is solely 
in the excess of profit which thM commerce pro- 
duced with respect to the other j^nches of na-» 
tional prosperity. To employ their capital in 
that Jbrancfa of conmierqe which gave the gmatest 
returns, was a sufficient motive for them' to neglect 
those which produced less. Although the com- 
J merce of America was! not at fifst so. extensive 

I as to engross the chief capital of the natidn, 

I nevertheless the hop^ that stimulatied men to 

' employ it .in that was a sufficient. motif e to wkh-» 

; draw: it from other branches; hence the gradaai 

decline of agriculture, arts, and national industry; 
I The ill effiects of this inequality^ oecasioned: by 

I American commerce, would have ibeen avoided 

' by granting it equailyi4)a all Spta^aurds^ While 
theare exists in a nation one branch of prosperity 
which offeis.to its people, greater ad vantages, t^aa^ 
an6ther,.the natuml efibet will be the ruih'.oC 
those which offer the loast, since m^n^ always foU 
low that which affonbthem thegmaieat proopect 
of advantage* These three causes ;to which I 
attribute the decline of Spain are so essentially 
united, that whoever attempts to. dem<»istrate the 
one will demonstrate the other: to avoid repeti*^ 
tion, I will now go on to the second, that is ta 
say, the restrictions lOti American *commetce^ 
. _ which 
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iirhi(ih atnouat ta exclusion j not only of strangei^^ 
but of almost every Spaniard. 

In order ta explain myself with ^eater accii-a 
racy, it is requisite first to define what is meant 
l^ commerce and by riches, whence they arise^ 
ivhat advantages they produce, and hoAV they 
^nttribute to augment the prosperity of a nation. 
Commerce is thie exchange of one commbdity for 
another^ and supposes alwayi^ two things, a super- 
abundance oh the one side, for no one sells what 
he is in want of, and a consumption 6n the other^ 
for no one^ buys what he does not want to cdn-* 
sume, or at least no one selkivhat he wants of 
one thing if he has not a greater want of another. 
To facilitate this exchange am6tig the producers 
of diflferent countries, since they cannot make it 
t^etnselves, the agency of intermediate persons 
Is requisite, and the use of these men in society 
is tod evident to be enlai^d on, arid the 
greater the liberty allowed to these persons in the 
exchange of comrtiodities, the greater will be 
the quantity of goods produced and exchanged r 
the advantages of this liberty therefore- to indivi-i 
dhials nlust be ievident; let us see if they ^ve 
eqtidly so to whole nations. 

The riches of individuals are the riches of the 
uti^; for both consist in the abundance of tho^e 
things which are required for the various uses and 
pleasures of life. All are the productions of the 

H earth, 
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fiartfa, for she is^ the. ^ooimdn: mother of dll, iahd 
yet the m6st fruitful Isolds do not produce ad 
abumlaBil^e pjro^xirtioDed to the i^ecessities jof Tsan 
h) Ecicietyvnor of a quality equiaL to his. deskires; 
porisidendble lafooUr i^ rdquisiibi Ibr both these im^ 
pro^ements, and ):o.that aloae.ive ai« indebted for 
abundance^ Nevjertfaetessv thi,8 could: hot be . 

acquired and distribtiteij so as toi&upply the wants 
of s^ome, and tnke off the reduq^^^^^ ^f others 
without the means of jcdmmerce; iwitfaout tfais^ 
lie, who could abt dispose of the superfluity of 
one year, would raise no more the next than was 
Requisite toi supply bis own wants, and thui^both 
commerce and production would be at. a. standi 
It is commerce, then, which givj^ a valiie to all 
the piroductions of the eartb^ by exchanging that 
which IS useless to one man, for that i^hich another 
T8 in want of; thus though the liderchant.do^s serf 
cultivate, the earth, he causesat to be cultivated, 
he stimulates the labourer to make the edrldi pro*'^ 
diice her utmost, knowing that ^he cdn digpodeicf 
what he cannot cbnsufne, and thus her adrfinpes it 
to greater improyefaieat ; this iiDprovementrivhioii 
will exist while the lal)QUrer is in to nesed 6£ k 
sufficient portion of land on which to emplciy fai$ 
i«duStry^ *ill alifrays be thci cosiseiquence fSi th^se- 
curity ,Qf proj^rty, and the liberty dud. conymit 
^nce which attends its transfei% The rude itiateriiU^ . 
which form the mass of all riches, acquire an adr 

ditional 
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^itiQiial viJtte by. means of the arts which give 
Dbem.new fordism abd apply them to an infinity of 
useS) and the labourer aiid the artisan, when 
free. fi:om restr^in^ts, will matually incpease t^e 
productions of each other^ but without this both 
will languish and. ice»9e to find atnpioymeBt* 
With every new discovery of art^ and every ad- 
srance whidi it Qiakes, . the labouBer Mill acquire 
new riches^ since he will find the isalue of his 
produce eid&er created or increased^ woA tfeis im^ 
provemeot gives new life to cdnunerce and to 
consumption; thus we find the prosperity <tf 
decline of agriculture, commerce, and industry are 
intimately united, and are the true sources of na- 
tional pros<perity. 

. From all ithat has been said, it may be deduced 
that the nation which employs the greatest niioir 
ber of liands in .the greatest variety, of Uibcmb 
wiU be the richioett, and on the contrary) wheni* 
ever, by a system of religion, ecoiKnaay, or policyj, 
the. greatest number .of citisen^, ip pro^iQction * tp 
the. population, is withheld from emptaytDeaill, 
that nation will be the poorest; it follows alslo 
that e^^ery country will produce. in propontioti to 
its t»>nsuttption, thiart it will do both in propor^ 
tion.to its cbnikHieroe^and that it will do all In 
^ibpoction to its iib^y, and in the; same . pro- 
portion it will increase its popnlatiob.; frortili^nce 
it follows also that, all nations, which are ^tcU 
... H 9 ployed 
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piloyed solely in producing and not in condumidg^ 
mistake their own interest ; that by adopting so 
l*idiculous a system, they have given rise to per- 
petual wars, and mutually ruined each other by 
attemptiug to convert all their labours into gold, 
since the discovery of that country, which has 
•produced it in such abundance as to lessen its 
worth ; that, on the other hand, their policy and 
their ambition are in manifest contradiction to 
their system of economy, since each wishes to be 
maintained in idleness by the other for a small 
Salary in money, as a master pays his servants. 
In opposition to all this, they extravagantly praise 
the system of those who maintain that the earth 
is not able to maintain all those who are bom, 
that is to say, that man can produce in a greater 
.proportion than bis produce can be supported by 
the fruits of the earth. Such contradictions and 
follies we see, hear, and tolerate, because man is 
a creature almost wholly guided by custom, by 
passion, or by prepossession. It is sufficient for 
him that an abuse is long established to pronounce 
it a wise and infallible rule of action. 

To return to my subject ; it is evident that the 
Spanish government, since the first discovery of 
America, adopted a system of political economy 
the most opposite to the plain and simple prinr 
ciples here laid down, a system which could not 
&il to produce her decline. Since it is agreed 

that 
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that commerce increases the value of all humaa 
productions, and stimulates man to labour, the 
less liberty a government gives to its subjects, the 
less will be the value of their productions, and the 
less their quantity. As the foreigner is of equal 
use to the countries he trades with as the native, 
it was therefore a ruinous policy for both the 
Spanish and the American government to ex- 
clude strangers from the commerce of the country. 
The more we examine the theory of political 
economy, and the more we attend to the expe- 
rience of all nations, the mor^ we must be con- 
vinced that the nation, in which individuals «njoy 
the greatest liberty for labour and commerce, has 
been the 'richest and the best peopled. Com* 
merce is a species of flux and reflux, which 
carries to nations the superfluities of each other. 
It is indispensible that each should consume a 
value equivalent to their labour, either in metal, 
or in goods, or in manufactures. 

When we examine the third cause, which! be-; 
lieve to have contributed to the decline of Spain, 
we shall see that it is no advantage to a nation to, 
reduce all things to a mere traffic of gold or silver, 
and that the abundance of these metals is highly 
injurious. The more, free and populous a nation,^ 
the more it will consume of the productions of other 
nations. To be convinced of this truth, and of the^^ 
jreat advantages which result fronj. this freedom of.. 

labour 
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kbour and commerce, it will be sufficient to know 
that Engliand, iSince the independence of he* 
American colonies, carries on with them a com- 
merce which produces to the public revenue and 
to the pockets of individuals more than double 
what tliey produced under her dominion, an 
eflfect which- arises solely from the liberty of the 
English Americans, by which they hav^ gained 
an increase' of population, and are thus in ^ 
situation to consume paore of Epglish pro? 
ductioqs. It is therefore pow time that the 
Spanish government should perceive the errors 
of its economical system towards Apierica, 
and seek to repair them; and this it can only 
do by graotin^ an equal protection tp all v^nks 
and degrees of Spanish citizens. It is im- 
possible that this protection can be called 
dqual, when agriculture' is protected more than 
manufactures, and* manufactures more than com- 
merce. The prosperity of these three branches^ 
is so • inseparably united, that one cannot bp af^ 
fected without the other. The sovereign protecr 
libri, which pught at all times to watch over the 
laibours of a society, consists chiefly in niaking it 
respected abroad, and preservings internal- order, 
that is,, in preserving to every individual the free 
clioice of his* labour. In this respect all that go- 
vernment bas' to do, is to be quiet; it is folly 
ajrdinjtisti<ie*W' pretend' to interfere with indi- 
• '• ' viduak 
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vidiiais in the choii^ and dj8|i6slal of their iabourj 
for whenever they'ttiedkile, it is ohly to shew a pre« 
f^erice to some above otherd^ and thi^i prefiereniie 
caiinot be granted withbut attat)king the right^of 
the. rest ef society. Pfefereiice supf^osfes exchif- 
sjon, and- unmerited exM^Iusion is injiil^tic^. 

The Spanish' natipn shouid! noHv comttxlsncev as 
k.?r€ft*e, a ike^ dxiiftehce. TK^tinmiiherable evils 
we hare sttffered, ftre thp s^ongest proof that' we 
have not been governed as we ought. ' We havd 
mdny ext^ellent laws irhich ther government have 
Only to sei^ observed in ftitukii, hvit^ tbty are not 
those* wHich> relate) to ouif^ system of political 
economy, for tdieae hive produced^ the decline of 
OUT prosperity, andv lb seek from th^se anysup^ 
port idfature woiild be to consdei^te thexaiise of 
our evils. Are ^e'ioertain thsit our andi^nt l^is-^ 
latorr have not been mistaken in not: daring .to 
oppose themv or to examine theiif utility ; ifi wq 
are not, why: do not <i>ur present legislators .en* 
quire if these l&i^YsitMrdainwhat ia; iig^t^ or "vfliatr 
oughts to be ordaiiiKd ? Would not the' decHn^ 
o£ idbr prosperity:<haive been a ^sufficient motive 
fi>r such ail' enijuiry? Possibly !• may be mia« 
taken in 'many particulara,but.I am coniideut that 
no man of^pit^ity and sense will 'vdnture.'.to con^ 
tra^ert'the'priuiciple vrfaich is the basis of all my 
ideas . on political econcnny, viz. That j the ohlyj 
mode of enischii^ a; nation i$ to eniplby the; 
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greatest liamter 'of hioids'id agrioultufe, industry, 
and commerce, which are the three great sources 
o£ national prosperity, and for this end, it is 
requisite to grant complete liberty to every in- 

i dividual to employ himself as . he pleases, and to 

dispose of the fruits of his labour without any 
restraints If the Spanish government is con- 
vinced of this troth, it will find that no occa- 
sion can ever arise to put at variance the in- 
terests of America and Spain. , 

The Spanish nation, which has made greater 
ilaa*i£ces to oivil liberty than any other, ought 
for that reason to be the first to assure the liberty 
of commerce, for want of which nations so much 
hata each other, and humanity so cruelly suffers. 
To Spain, more than to any other natiou, on ac- 
<>*ount of her depopulation of the immense ex- 
tent of her coasts, and of her various indigenous 

* productions, it belongs to give a beginning to this 

great land laudsible undertaking, I will not at-. 

, tempt to say that this is exactly the moment 

when Spain ought to put an end to the barbarous 

i and oppressive establishment of customs. This* 

\ / may appear a paradox, and it will either be said 

\ I t^at this system is not so injurious as it has been^ 

supposed, or that I am not a true friend of my 

i country ; nevertheless, after having briefly ex- 

I plained how much it becomes all nations, and 

particularly Spaing to attempt to abolish an eata-» 

; blishment 

ji 
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blishment so contrary to the object they ought 
always to aim at, accommodatiog myself to a 
prepossession, which it is impossible at once to 
root out, I will say that Spain ought to equalise 
her customs with those of America, and to give 
to both the most complete liberty, that is, to 
remove every monopoly and privilege, personal as 
well as local, and to take care that there shall be 
no unequal duty upon any manufacture or pro- 
duce of any nation, so as to give no temptation 
to that species of commerce called contraband, 
and, finally, that all foreigners may be allowed to 
trade in all parts of both countries. In this mode 
I am persuaded the interests of Spain, America, 
and other nations will be best consulted. 

,The present government of Spain, conducted 
on the principles of wisdom and justice, and get- 
ting rid of those prepossessions which few go- 
vernments ever get rid of, has already declared 
that the Americans shall enjoy a complete liberty 
to cultivate and manufacture every kind of pro- 
duce of which their soil is capable. Nothing 
therefore is left them to wish for, in order to be- 
come rich, but the freedom of commerce. The 
contrary to this wise determination, besides 
being an intolerable oppression, will keep them 
in constant poverty, and the taxes with which 
they may furnish: the state will ndt be equal to 
what they might be in future. 

Their 
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Theif riches and theit new establishraeiitg) n6 
fer from injuring, will rather promote thoise of the 
Feninsala, because (heip population will increase 
in proportion to their manufactures^ and their 
consumption will always be in proportion to their 
population and their, riches. Finally, there can 
be no good reason given why the same thing 
should not happen which happened to England 
in Kegard'to^ its: North American' colonies, which^ 
though their agricultui^, manufactures, and com^ 
metce have considerably increased, consume at 
pi^esent much more English produce thau when 
those brancHes were hardly known, because their 
pcpuleftion and factitious wants have increased iii 
proportion* to theipritjbes. The present Gortes has 
theirefbre^ &el^ with the greatest Wisdom, it has 
>he3^rti: that il^ ujideiBtands the interests both of 
Spain and- Adaerioa, it is worthy of the greatest 
praise, and tho^gii many writer^, actuated by the 
sjiirit of psirtyv hait^; ridiculed ^ its conduct; and 
ifl^qlted it With the epitbets of ignomnt, supersti^ 
tious, and despotiiC5^ it: deserves fbr this single act 
more glbry andiren^dWn than any other government 
in the world, said has done raorfe for the liberty . 
and happiness of other nations, than even those 
ti^ry nations which pride theinselves on tfceif 
fifeedom. « ., - 

To prove the good effects of this measure; 
which I have just alluded t<>, I will not h^ive re* 

course 
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Goui?sp to deep reasonings or metaphysical cal- 
culations, I will apply only to facts tha^C ar^ 
proved by experience, and which it is in^possible 
to deny without a determination to resist con^ 
viction* 

It is suflScknt to know that the fullest liberty 
granted toi industry, compierce, and manufacture* 
can injure no one, in order to know that it ought 
to be allowed by every just govemn^ent ; how 
t-errible is the power of prepossession which will 
not allow us to establish a system which injures^ 
no one, and does good to all ! Let us^ however^ 
consult the data which the history of our com- 
merce, agriculture, manufactures, and> population 
affords us : let us compare their diflerentJ epochs^ 
and we must be convinced that theiy diecHne of 
prosperity has always; been in proportion td the 
freedom th^ey have enjoyed; ' 

Spain was forffl^rijy more celebrated for the in*- 
duitry of her inhabitants, for the progress of hev 
agricultui^j and the extent of her commerce, thaff 
evfen for the. fertility of her soil. The invasion of 
tihe northern barbarians caused the decline of that? 
ittdustry ^for which' the Spaniards: were famed \xv 
(hetim^s of tfeer Romans and Carthaginians, be-^ 
cause thase nations despised all arts but that ot 
war. * The Arabijaris, a nation the most civilisetf 
of? their; time, 'next governed Spain, and raise* 
hiftr to a d^ree of prosperity unknown to ^tiy^ 
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othier European nation; and there arc yet proofi 
remaining that they advanced the arts, particularly 
that of agriculture, to a pitch which would do 
honour to the nation^ Which are at present most 
famed for it. In the twelfth, thirteenth, and four- 
teenth centuries, the commerce of the Peninsula, 
and particularly in the province of Arragon, was 
immense* Barcelona, Almeria, and Valencia were 
considered as the most commercial cities in Eu- 
rope. Barcelona maintained several armed ves- 
sels to defend her coast, and the expeditions 
which she fitted out to Tunis where she had 
established a factory. The merchant vessels, ac- 
cording to our best writers, formed a considerable 
marine, and were all built in the arsenals of the 
Peninsula with timber from its forests. The 
kings of Spain had to that period, notwithstand- 
ing their continual wars, supported themselves 
without any other revenue than the property of 
the crown, and some casual donations from the 
Cortes, ftud without any other tax than the Alca^ 
vala^ first granted for a short time by the Cortes 
of Burgos to Alphonso the Second at the end of 
the Sth century, and rendered perpetual to Heiiry 
the' Third in the fourteenth ; and the Cientos^ 
granted first by a certain number of towns to the 
same Alphonso, and rendered perpetual to his 
successors. The Spaniards had nothing to do 
with customs, though they paid the Cientost 
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which in the beginniag were a five per centage^ 
and afterwards ten pet cent upon all nierchandize ; 
they had no other mode of collection than the 
good faith of individuals^ in which they trusted 
for its payment, they knew no species of for- 
bidden goods, and they exacted no tax from fo- 
reigners. From the end of the fourteenth to the 
middle of the fifteenth century^ when they ex- 
tended their conquests oyer the Goths, and drove 
their ancient conquerors from Spain^ their decline 
began first to commence ; from that period his-* 
tory presents us three very different epochs of pros- 
perity and decline, whose causes cannot be such as 
are generally believed, because these existed before 
the end of the catholic kings, and Spain, from the 
middle of the fifteenth to the middle of the six- 
teenth century, enjoyed a period of most brilliant 
prosperity ; her silk and woollen manufectories 
were numerous and extensive. It is said that 
Seville alone reckoned sixteen thousand silk 
looms, and employed more than one hundred and 
thirty thousand manufacturers, and that the 
looms of that kind throughout the rest of the 
kingdom amounted to an hundred and thirty 
thousand, which employed one million one hun-? 
<lred thousand individuals; the woollen manu- 
factories were almost equally numerous; the 
cloths of Segovia were in high estimation through- 
out all Europe ; those of Cuenca and Catalonia 
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wene esKipeaAed it Italy ^ Baibsiry, nAd the Levkht. 
Ti» laoiDeries of Spain were at that time very 
ntitneroiiSy aikd those of Cordova were.ccmsidered 
the befet in Euhope,. and till the mid^He of the 
sixteenth century she manufactured goods which 
eatiaed her to be considered as one of the most in- 
diifetrioiifi and comibercial nations. It was then^ 
however; that population and commerce might 
have begun to give way, for there were many 
powerful reasons for it : — The expulsion of a mil^ 
lion of Jews, the principal traders of the nation^ 
by an edict of the catholic kings;, dated SOtfa 
March, 1493 ; but th^ loss itas soon repaired, for 
oomnierc^ had not then felt the severe oppression 
she su&red afterwards. Althaitgh the Aleavala 
and the Cientos wercy perhaps, after the MillosaM^ 
taxes of all others . the uiost injurious to Spaing 
yety as there was bp other .than these to the time 
of Ferdinand and Isabella, for mare than half a 
ceixtury, the expulsion of thfe Jews was haidly 
felt, and ooi the decease of the last of the catholi'^ 
kidgs^ its population amounted to above twenty 
millions, according to some. authors, and to others 
TXtA less, than fourteen millions. These iiacts^ 
attested by history,.. belie the assertions ^ tho^e 
wsbo consider j as the principal causes of oiir diiv 
cltne,; those which are only, accessory, or the 
effects of other causes. If we go on consultiiig 
bi8()6ry, w6 shall £nd that the barbarous and op* 
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piDessive systeta of <?u^tQfti6y unkiimini 'b€lbfe the 
aboxre period throiighotit all £uro^, wits the ck* 
eumatftiice which contributi^d tuost to ihe <l^line 

The second period, which oomilieiicidd obout 
the. middle of the sixteenth century, presents u& 
with two ceBturies of misery aiid degradation. 
In that short space of time, Spain passed from the 
highest prosperity to the most abject state of 
wretchedness that atiy nation ever suflTered ; her 
manufactures wholly vanished ; agriculture^ 
which, notwithstandipg the continual wars for 
six centuries before, had provided subsistence noe 
only for her own natives, but for a great part of 
Italy, had so ihr declitied, that the * nation wasr 
compelled to derive the third part of its siibsist- 
tflce from abroad, to avoid th^ miseries of fa-» 
mine. - Charles the Fifth, the first monarch who 
regularly organised despotism, Was the author of 
the barbarous establishtiieht of customs in 1699, 
and with it the ruin of the nation. He com- 
manded that the conimerce of America ^should 
be carried on through no other p^^rt but Seville, 
under the pitiful idea that he $hould not be de- 
prived of his rights, because he had- HO custom^' 
houses in any other ; he imposed the loss 6f 
li^ and forfeiture of the cargo as the petialty for 
transgressing this ordinance, so •cruel and despotic 
was his government, by this regulation, also, 
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hcs imposed a tax of twenty per cent, on all goods 
exported to America; and in addition to these 
restrictions, he excluded wholly ftom this com- 
merce both the natives and foreigners belonging 
to Arr^tgon, most probably because they w^re 
not subject to the Alcavala and the Cientps, which 
were paid by the people of Castille, and them be 
permitted nc^ to send out convoys when it suited 
them, but only once a year, and their cai^oes 
were only to amount to 26,500 tons in the whole. 
At that terrible epoch monopolies commended^ 
when c^rt^in kinds of foreign manufactures \^ere 
forbidden, because they were considered injurious 
to our national industry, when the exportation of 
certain raw materials was f<^bidden, becausie they 
were supposed to afford supplies to foreign indus* 
tiy, when the importation of foreign materials was 
forbidden binder pain of capital punishment, because 
they were supposed to promote foreign agricul- 
ture. It was then that, under the idea of dou- 
bling the rec^ipits of the revenue, taxes w^e im- 
posed on all foreign merchandise; it was then 
that, by means of heavy impositions on every" 
article of consumption, subsistence became more 
difficult, and labour began to diminish; it was 
then that commerce, being converted into a pri-: 
vilege, obtained by intrigue or sold for money, 
and being limited to certain individuals, first 
began to decline, and agriculture and industry 
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.9li«i«d the 99me bar4 fate; it Was then l^hat t)^ 
gnu»d sph^aus of .^ustpm^houses was c^edto its 
utmoQt .height; a scheme, in which ecpnomis^ 
without knov^ledge, and gpTernments without 
foresight, &a<Qied they beheld the , happiness of 
tOatioQs; o schenie; which 4eceiy^<l tlie rulers Qf 
^tatesi heqeme by the disposal ; of an immenae 
Slim of momy, and the .acquisiitio^ of immense 
Jofln^Qce, which the people did not perceivet 
.they. hoped to cCM^vert,. into a sort of phijosophjerf js 
9tone, the )lsd)oar'Of the ploughman and the inge- 
WJMy pf the.«rtiwtfi. 

If U)fi pro^y>^ity of Spain ^^HP^P^^ on ther pos- 
.se«$ipn Qf rioh -^d exteiisiT^^t^riritQrieSspn tl^e 
,^f l^ipi ye ;^ittpymffQt '^ .al^uadaort: tpi^e^ of g^ld 
:w4aU!^er*j|«i inlaying a^^jU pn i^s 

(jijQBW«r(ce;A«b.thfU:.qo o.9e8h0fildfpp|portorfjexpo|rt 
tfirqm ,i$» dp»k^q^Bilif^iy thi^g; Wt whaX' the gp* \ 

Vjmmmt pi^Mfd^ittff)^ .would hfLve ^^ nothing j 

.KMNie Ao 4^im,fqr \t%^ |ilready..>ecqm/8 the sole J 

d^tetos«L^.jim jjjdivi^ii^l .l«b<^jrjOTd|i^ndustry-~ f 
i 'ElBi*fehe, gQv^i3Wpffijt .^eypd, but junhftj^ily fipr J 
^na«!H«i i^ii >Yi«fRa7W^^ f(itf»|)ii^; ,an^ ¥^,RT!l^^^ :to 
,mP9f)epAif9 %k». pro^tj^sjof thc^-N^w Wor^d^.^s 
; i^4%td.|;i^lW;Ce«tfff»i^^:^ ;Soa>merce i>p%h 

cWf :4»*lin,e^ . 3fhe,grfl♦te^r, jth^^)^tioi)s tlifwt w;efe .^ 

top«i«d.ic>n i|a»a#4i>haiipe#iter^th^,.flijanAity^^^p^ | 

o«flM| 91)4 flpiver .toH#t.^Mit9,||i^ 3KWJn»W>r f <> ; 
I I ' much 
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itaudh the greater ulras our misery, dejiopulatioit, 
and even want of money, because nothing eould 
supply the deficiency 6ee«H»ioned by the loss of a 
free commerce. All the other evils arising from 
the ignorance or despotism of a gov^nme^t mty 
be repaired, but nothing can repair the loss of 
liberty, which must inevitably occasion the decay 
of industry and depopulation. From this period 
impositions were daily augmented, and with them 
a necessity for more, thus becoming the came and 
effect of national ruin. At the end of the six-^ 
teenth cenlury, Philip the Second, who lud con- 
tracted ad enormous debt on account oi his wars, 
which arose from his fknatidstti, pride, and des- 
potism, found ^Mmself compelled to impose > new 
* taxes on the nation, and of l^ese- taxes the most 
important was the MiUones. Thk contribution, sp 
called^ because it was- a gtattt of eight milUoilA of 
ducats, an etiormous sum, wtrieh had been destined 
to suppty the expenses of thci Jhivmrnble ifr4iftm|ft, 
i^'th whith Philip ha^ aimed at 'subduing £ng- 
hnd, atid calming his irritated- ' pride. Soon dber 
this sum was augmented to MrentJ^four liiMliimB 
of ducats by a tax upon Biiki wiae^ vinegar, mi, 
and flesh meiU Although this cdntributibti w^ 
ii6t rend^^ p^pMual by the^ Cortes, it-wds so* 
by the diespoti^ of those kings^ (Masters 
bf the afmy fririn tiie tiikiie «f Charles the 
''Fhrst),"^ whoe, mnia Aef ^idtoce df his prif»e 
'" : •: ' minister. 
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wmmtmti Gardinid Csneros^ was th& first nkonarch 
' ttet niaiiataioed a 'Sttnding aimy to enslaTe hitt 
people, and deprive tbem of hlinda that might 
have beeti otherwise usefuL As it was not per<» 
ceiv^d.tfa»itther cause of the evil WBOBQi&om the 
restraints upon commerce, the people every day 
soiugbt for fresh remedies, which only served ta 
hasten the decline of the nation. The public 
debts cbntiniially ' incceasiiig^ amd; the tteasniy 
becoming gradually exhausted, the tax of the 
Miilone$ was. extended to articles' of the 
first consumption, under the name of. Ptovm* 
^i iZ^ft/^, which; dugfat rather '^ to b aire been 
called the destruction of provincial rents.— ^ 
In a short time^ howievari nothing beihg 3u& 
fieienfcfito satisfy, the expenses iirhicb the system 
oi^ Charles the FiDst introduced Ihrougfaottrt Eu«* 
rcq|HB, monopolies of vari^His kinds #<fier introduced 
to ^errum and nkisffry of the pebple Kin every 
natioif. re It wiia.tbottght t6 be ;9nfficiient if the 
0Aindi?ch; was ri^, itbey' never, catod: about die 
p«i^le« Tk^ pmviildiai tents, a»i i Khis monopo- 
lijesiiwki^h ^^siet^kwa ^ stagtotionrof eomafterMi 
y^Fm^ th^/ first Qonaeqtteooe o£ the national deelins& 
AtMckii^: di/(0(^y b0th (topiilaiion and indwtryi 
and ,oppr^s$4i%botli poor :a^ rich, they aintru 
butod. to dq^eratetth0 evils wfaidb' already ex« 
is^d,)etid fot wbieb' Do remedy leoiuki be founds 
In p^ce.'9f ihe ^^-eMirtcheii radciiidveeliges they 
I 2 expected 
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expected to defiire jrooi: the< restricticms tha4l wert 
laid on the commerce of the New World, tiMi 
result vras the destruction of a nation, wbitdh^ in 
the midst of continual wars, possessed the tneans 
of repairing its evils, because it had n6t hitherto 
be^ touched ; in its vitals« From nn eageteess to 
pDssess the greatest possible adyantage fr6fb. its 
D^ent conquesits^ the government adopted mea-* 
9area which piarsdysred^v^ry branch: of industry 
and :comiike]!dd, abd reduced the Spanish met* 
ehdnts to a mere precariotis trade of commisision« 
which*,' ib Peru, had so far declii^ed, that, in 
the year iTSO/they cbuM* 0^ knrake out Iwo 
thousand itbns of ttjie fifteen thoiHss^d they: w^ire 
allowed. Ii;i^ short, nothing can more fuHy del 
monstrate our decline from this' dedtriictiir^ 
system, than a knowledge of the state of popula* 
tion. It : most be confessed, that during Ubis 
period,^ anbther cause (wbieh^ tlKHig^h of ^ibme 
consideratkw^ was only {(fiirtial) ^as8is:ted in its di* 
minution, dnd that was the d^ipufeidn <^ the 
Moom by Phifip the Secdad in 1604, whose bittxif 
bar amounted 430 about fdur'inilHond. There iii 
bo doubt! that this imprudent measure Wfi^ ¥ery 
iiij^iribus to the state, but it would haW been 
mtich less so, or 'would soosi have been got OTer» 
if it had not'be^fi aid,^ by^the Testraints on la- 
bour and bommeree. Wicbotit taking into ac^ 
tount tfaf^M ipwofiiiiliiotb, the x$8t of tii6 popU^ 
1- - * lation 
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lation was diminished by more than one-half, 
because, according to a census taken in 171^9 it 
did not exceed six millions, and in I688 it was 
more than twelve i^iillions; the chief cause of this 
extraordinary diminution, in so short a period, 
could be nothing but the ruinous system of 
custom-houses, as will be more clearly seen 
by an examination of the following period.-*- 
If we consider that of these six millions, 
176,057 were clergy and monks, 799,794 nobles, 
276,090 dependents of nobles, 50,000 employed 
in the collection of the revenue in the Peninsula, 
19/)00 in other employments, and two millions 
of beggars, according to the most exact compu^ 
tation, we shall find that such a nation contained 
in its system of administration the principal germ 
of its ruin, and that the extreme disproportion 
between the different classes arose from the very 
same cause. The third period, which began in 
jthe reign of Ferdinand the Sixth, presents a more 
interesting picture of national industry, and evi- 
dently shews that nothing but liberty can give 
spirit to the arts, to commerce, to industry, agri- 
culture, and population. Philip the Fifth, go«- 
verned solely by Qrry, hi9 minister of Finance, 
whom he believed possessed pf great talents, 
solely because he increased the revenue, left when 
he died, his treasury empty. This monarch 
seriously atteippted to improve these different 
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branches of nat]4>nal prosperity, but his means 
were, not calculated to forward his intentions, 
He forbid the introduction of those foreign inaniir 
factures which could be manuikctured at home ; 
he loaded with duties those of which there w^re 
no manufactories in Spain ; he commanded that 
the dress of the army and navy should be of na-r 
tional manufacture, but as this mi^easure could 
not of itself supply the want of these manufac- 
tures, it had no other effect than to lay a further 
restraint on commerce, to increase the number of 
poor, and the quantity of contraband goods. It 
was the effect, and not the cause of the evil which 
he attempted to remove, and therefore no wonder 
he was unsuccessful. He forbid, also, the ex- 
portation of Spanish produce to nations with 
whom he was at war, and therefore the English, 
who had hitherto consumed an immense quantity 
of our wines, began to establish factories in Por- 
tugal, from which circumstance that important 
branch of cultivation and commerce began \yith 
us to decline. 

Ferdinand the Sixth, guided by his minister, 
the Marquis of Ensenada, who, it is impossible 
to deny, possessed both probity and talents, 
though he committed m^ny errors, adopted many 
measures which gave vigour to industry and 
internal commerce. He opened new roads, 
h« began the canal of Campos,. and established 

manufactures 
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niaaufactur^s of different kinds at the expense 
of government, which, though they never made 
any great progress, because they cannot be 
conducted with so much order and economy as 
by individuals, gave a spur to agriculture, to in- 
dustry, and population. But the best thiog he 
did was to assist the manufactories of individuals, 
by lending them money without interest for a 
certain number of years, and diminishing the duf 
ties. By these and similar measures the state of 
the kingdom was . copsidierably improved, and. 
population in a few years was increase by three 
millionst The same thing did not happen to 
external commerce, because it did pot enjoy an 
equal d^ree of liberty, particularly ip the article 
of raw ^ilk, Spain was then the sole cultivator 
of that branch of agriculture, and yet the manu- 
factories of it were considerably diminished, it 
did not manufacture a fifth part of what was con- 
sumed even in the Peninsula and in America. 
£ngland, France, and Italy bought it from us raw, 
and 9old it in the web. Without considering 
any thing further, it was said, Spain is the only 
cultivator of silk, why cannot she manufacture it 
and sell it to her colonies, or even to the other 
powers of Europe, and thus reap an advantage 
which she may have solely to herself. Events 
shew ua the futility of this mode of reasonings 
which even men of infprmation and friends of 

liberty 
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liberty have applied to our wool, the value of 
which, when imported in its manufactured state, 
according to Campomanes, is worth to foreigners 
two hundred and fifty thousand dollars, a sum 
sufficient to shew how much the nation is injui'ed. 
There were neither looms suflScient in Spain to 
manufacture the silk produced, nor could it all 
be sold to other nations, the cultivation of it was 
therefore abandoned, because it was of no use to 
employ the labour apd capital of the country in a 
produce which' could neither be oonsumed nor 
sold. To this period, at least, Spain possessed 
this precious branch of agriculture, but by wish- 
ing both to cultivate and manufacture it, to the 
exclusion of all other nations, she lost both her 
agriculture and manufactures. Fortunately, she 
adopted other measures with regard to wool, 
perhaps because she did not aim at the exclusive 
manufacture of that material, or at least she con*' 
tinued to cultivate it for exportatjOrt, or it would 
itifallib^y have shared the same fate as that of silk, 
which was not allowed to be exported, and could 
not be manufactured in Spain. 

Let us now pursue the examination of t\M 
measure, in order moire fully to demonstrate the • 

necessity of all nations adopting a libeial system 
of commerce. Spain so far at last abandoned the 
cultivation of silk, that sh6 was compeUed to buy 
the little she wanted for her own manufactures. 

Francir 
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Ffane^ mid Itafy tvttimpted to cntelvatB n pre* 
dfuce, to wMck th<!ir soil waB ndt adapted, aivil 
which they were obliged to pay Ibreignehi ^o raa-^ 
nufecture. Italy, however, found an advantaege 
both in manufacturiBg -and expwting it raw.-f— 
Efigl^, wbode soil and elimate did notauit the 
cultivation, finding H no longer possible to get it 
ftbm Sj^in, itti^orted it from Italy and Cbinai^ 
but rigorously forbid ft in a nianufactufed state 
ftom any country whatever. Spain, therefore^ by 
measures of mistaken policy, lost all those advan- 
tages she once ei\joyed, and which all nations will 
lose when they are illiberal enough to believe that 
their own power depends on the weakness of 
others. Miserable condition of men and of nations ! 
It is not sufficient for them to be rich; but they 
must make others poor, because, in thdr idea, 
riches consist not in enjoying a sufficiency, but ia 
possessing more than others; their pride is not 
satisfied if they are not caUed and believed to he 
rich, which is impossible when all have sufficient* 
Had Spain even arrived at being the only na« 
tion in Europe that produced, manu&ctnred, and 
traded in silk, she would not have derived all the 
benefi^C^ from it which this inaccurate calculation 
might promise. The increase of a nation's riches^ 
will always be in proportion to the number of 
hands employed in labour, to their ingenuity, and 
to the fertility of the soil, but not w proportion to 
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the nignufacttires abe possessM ccHDp^red to ottiefS' 
or exclusively her own. Spain, at the period h 
have spoken of, bad not a suffiicient populaticm to 
devote herself to agriculture, and to cultivate her 
soil to the. utmost. To take hands from that for 
the inanufiicture of silk was not augmenting her 
riches^ it was only varying the means of acquiring 
them; There was no want of employment in 
Spain for its inhabitants, it was thei'efore useless 
foif the government to seek for it, and iqjurious to 
restrain or limit its direction ; all that government 
had to do was to find out the cause why those 
who were able to work could find none. The pro- 
hibition to export raw silk did not augment the 
sum of labour, and therefore it could not aug*- 
ment their riches. When labour is free, that of 
all classes will find its level ; the ploughman and 
the artisan will each have their shaiie of profit and 
employment. A nation cannot therefore be en- 
riched by converting ploughmen into artisans, or 
artisans into ploughmen^ If government will 
meddle in the direction of labour, it ought to ^ve 
the preference to agriculture. Of two nations, 
the one devoted to j^riculture, and the other to 
manufactures, that will be the most dependent, 
and its rjches the most uncertain, which does not 
derive the source of its prosperity from the soil. 
Spain, without a single manufacture, under a wise 
government, might be the richest country in 
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Europe, solely by the productions of her soil, for 
-in those she exceeds all others. 

in the period of which we have been speaking, 
the most brilliant part is the reign of Charles the 
Third, and that is to be attributed solely to the 
liberty granted to the commerce of America, which 
so rapidly increased, that even England does not 
afford, iii so short a time, a similar example. — 
Ferdinand the Sixth had granted permission to a 
company of merchants at Barcelona to trade to 
Hispaniola, Porto Rico, and St. Margarets, but 
under such restrictions that they never exercised 
the privilege. Charles the Third, in 1763, allowed 
every Spaniard liberty to trade with Havanna, His- 
paniola, Porto Rico, St. Margarets, Trinidad, 
Louisiana, Yacatan, and Campechy, not only from 
the port of Cadiz, but from those of Seville, Car- 
thagena, Barcelona, Corunna, San tandes, and Gijon ; 
he lowered the duties five per cent, and sup- 
pressed a number of useless formalities. By these 
measures the commerce of America, Vhich h^ 
been almost annihilated, began again to prosper. 

Notwithstanding the happy effects which this 
small degree of liberty had produced, such is the 
force of prepossession, that fifteen yeairs were al- 
lowed to pass without extending it, and perhaps 
it would not have been extended but for the stre- 
nuoiis efforts of the Marquis de Iranda. The 
Count Campomanes also did all in his power to 
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persuade the minister Galvez of its litility^ and 
the united efforts of these two excellent men, 
obtained at length the decree of the 2d of Febru- 
ary, 1778, By this an equal liberty was granted 
to trade with Bueqos Ayres, Chili, find Peri|^.— ^ 
On the 1 6th of October, the same year, it wa? 
extended to Santa F& and Guatemals^, and adding 
[ to the number of ports before mentioned those of 

* Malaga, Almeira, Tortosa, Palma, and Santa Cruz, 

-: in Teneriffe, By this regulation every manufac? 

I tured article of Spain was freed from duty for ten 

J years, and every ship laden with national manu- 

I factures had one-third part of the duties on exr 

] ports remitted, and all the productions of the 

\ foreign possessions of Spain were, pn exportation, 

freed from all duties whatever. 
I The state of population and of the customs, in 

the first six years of this period, cannot leave the 
j least doubt on any honest man's mind of the 

wonderful effects of a free commerce. The popu- 
lation in 177s' was 9)307,803 souls, and in 1798 it 
amounted to 12,009,879» an increase due solely to 
the greater freedom of trade. In that same year, 
1778, there sailed from the licensed ports of the 
Peninsula an hundred and sixty Spanish vessels 
for various parts of America, which was more than 
had sailed from thence in the five years before. 
A comparison between the years 1778 and 1784 
gives the following result : — ^The value of Spanish 
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gc^i^ sent to Amerka in 1778 amcMinted to 
iS,236,6eo reals, that of foreign goods to 46,669,236 
reals, the amoant of the dtities on these goods 
was 3,770,964 reals. The impcnrts from America 
amounted to 74j5^9»256 rfeals, and the duties on 
those imports to 2,994,884 reals. The value of 
national goods exported to America in 1784 
amounted to 188,0499^04 reals, an increase in six 
years of 159,812,884 reals; that of foiieign goods 
amounted to 229,365,984 reais^ an increase of 
182,296,748 reals. The aiiiotliit of duties was 
17,164,800 reais, an increase to the tetetiire of 
13,393,836 rerfb ; the amount of goods exported 
from America reached the enormous suta of 
1,21-2,976,508 jreals, an increase of 1,138;478,25& 
reals; Lastly, the amount of duties on goods ex- 
ported fh>m America was 50,632,639 reals, aa 
increase to. the revenue of 48,704,768 real*-. In 
1778, all Spain did not possess more than five 
hundred merchant vessels ; in 1792, the coasts of 
Cati3ilonifl( counted more than a thotsand^kndCadisi 
more than a hundred owners. Notwithstaridiiig 
the great detriment which the merchants of Gadis 
apprehended woUld arise to their port, fromf the 
licenses granted to others, yet, in the year 1778, 
they exported national and foreign produce tb the 
remount of JO 1,509,960 teals, which- was niore than 
fcr the whole four years. before. In 1784 they 
eifpotted to the amount of 86,914,633 reals, aihl 
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in 1799 to that of 27«iOOO,600 reab : aodyet fiwr 
all this they were not to be undeceived ; even^at 
this moment they cannot believe that their com* 
merce can prosper when it is equally enjoyed by 
Spaniards and Americans. 

If w^ consult the English customs, we shall 
find that they never, increased so rapidly in the 
same space of time, thpugh England is .the qoost 
commercial nation in Europe. This prosperity 
has been felt,, not only in the commerce, but ia 
the arts, agriculture, industry, and population both 
of Spain and America^ and it baa been, oven 
greater from, the year 1792 to 1800, which ought 
to cunvinoe us of the line the government o\^ht 
to pursue, if it desires th^ prosperity of Spain. 

Notwithstanding all the causef to which ouj? 
best writers have attributed the decline of the 
nation existed in their full fQrcet yet, on the 
s%htest glimpse of liberty, our .prosperity bq^ins 
to revive and makes an incredibly prepress. Tk^ 
interests of all parts of the nation, are {^romoted^ 
and yet tiiere are men who think that they are 
not the same, that the good pf individuals cai^ 
be in opposition to the general good ! Our pas-^ 
siwis and our interests, however, are in, perpetual 
opposition. Notwithstanding the. happy eff^cta 
of this gleam of liberty, the Spanish goyernmeot 
was far from giving it any further extension. The 
idea of. allowing all foreigners tf;^ tmde^fqt thexB^. 
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selves with America saemed. so terrible^ ittmt no 
otie veffitured' to propose .it, lior would the govern^ 
meot l^nre ventured to decree it« But now that 
every indivitliial is ^ at liberty to express his senti* 
meats, I can no longer t^minirom promulgating 
what I conceive to be just and for the general 
good» It is by no means my wish to protect fb«- 
reign commerce to the injury of our own, I only 
wish to make it understood that all prohibitions 
. ai« equally injurious to the Spaniards and Ame«* 
ricans. If the Spanish Americans ought to enjoy 
equal privitleges with those of the Peninsula, how 
can they attempt to hinder them from receiving 
at the first hand those foreign goods which they 
.now receive by c<Mmni8sion from the Peninsula? 
It may be said, perhaps, that it would not be fair 
to deprive the Spaniards of the benefit of these 
commissions, atnd that it would be one means of 
lessening the consumption of foreign goods in 
America. Even supposing for a moment that one 
of these two things was true, what answer could' be 
given to any Spaniard who should say^ ^^ If we are 
all membeirs of the same society, if we ought all to 
'^oy an jequal protection, if the law ought equally 
to protect us all in acquiring' riches ; while this is 
not so, where is, our boasted lib^ty? Force 
alone can impose on us a contribution so burden- 
some, v^bich has no other object than to enrich, 
lat vouc: ekpenaet a small nnmber of the Spanish 
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ihert^ilini^^ Oppresfckm alone iCM .tuAd<V fiMreifn 
ifitercbantfl from coming to our inarfe^) withoitf > 
VfhUAk it is not possible to seU our goods at tfa«t 
price whi(^ a competition cmslompt^ntie.'* 

To say nothing al)oat the ^DliuSiticQ) which i^aa- 
not fail to be evident to erejy one, th^.proliibitiQp 
of the foreign merchant: to interfere id tbe Am^r 
rican trade is, in the ^nd, most injunQus to all. 
It is to the Americans, because it conj^Is them 
to buy the produce of Europe at a.mifcbtdeaDef 
rate, as there are fewe^ sellens in ithe imti^t, 
MuA obliges them to sell thdr^own pndfiQti<i!n» 
cheaper, because there are fewer buyers iii pro- 
portion to the sellers, and of course they must 
sell a smaller quantity. It is a double monopoly 
.which disturbs that equality of prices which ib filo 
-much, to the adviantage -of all .the members, of a 
society, and which joan nssirerthe expected but 
from a competition i n :the maricet^ • It is iiijurioiis 
' to the Spaniard^ for the same reason ^ that it is Ao 

I the Americans, because, heii^ cookpeUed to;»U 

his goods for the Amwioan madcati iheigirater the 
number of buyers the greater will be tbeaale^ and 
the greater and b^ter the sale tl^i(;real;er.will be 
the quantity of goods ibrqughtrtDv>market. :flt>is 
also injurious to him, hecaitse,' having <'to,buy}. the 
goods of America, it would he to.:his ladvantdge 
that the number of «eHera shoi^kl ibd »a8 .^reat as 
^possible. It is .injurious to ^tkQfltste^iieQBJtBeJt 
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i».s6 to the great mass of citizeiiis. Probably all 
this may seem somewhat obscure, but it is hot 
therefore the less true. Our trade being thus a 
mere trade by commission, the chief gainers must 
be the original proprietors, for those who trade by 
commission are nohetter than mere factors. One 
evident proof of this is, that notwithstanding all 
the advantages that Spain enjoys, in her commerce 
ifnth America from her local situation, her pro* 
duce and her monopoly, our richest commercial 
houses are not able to acquire capitals equal to^ 
the merchants of London, Paris, Amsterdam, and 
#ther cities of Europe; whereas, if they carried 
on the same trade as proprietors, there would be 
no reason why they should not acquire equal 
riches. The capital of merchants, who deal by 
c6mmission, cannot be productive, because they 
have not the same circulation as those of mer« 
chants who are proprietors, and for the same rea* 
son, they cannot be very profitable either to their 
country or their employers. A trade by commis- 
$ioh can never suit a nation which has an abun* 
dance of territory, and of hands to cultivate it, 
though it may suit a country like Holland, which 
is differently circumstanced. 

It is a very pernicious error in any nation to 
believe that its inhabitants can be better employed 
in the petty gains of foreign commerce, than in 
producing^, manuiactiiring, and exchanging the rich 
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seeking for foreign haada to be ej»iployed in he< 
eo«)iixerc€i with Amertoa, employed the few spMi 
Wndis «be possessed in the least prod active paK 
^f folceign commerce^ which is the csirrying trade« 
Sbe^ may be aptly ccfflapaied thcarefore to a man 
possessed of a fruitful but neglected estate^ wbioh 
requires both great capital and industry to inii 
proves it, who kts out the labour of himself and 
bis sona to another proprietor for the sake Gf^ii 
Uttte present gain, rather than wait for the shxvt 
returns of improving his own property. r 

By this commerce the fotreiga merchant is hM 
hindered from seiling a great quantity c^ his goods 
in America, nor is there a greater sale for those 'of 
the Peninsula* All we get by it is^ that we are the 
venders of foreign goods, and that consequently 
we give that emploi^ent to foreign manuiiBicturerd 
which we ought to give to our own. The ptrohi*^ 
bition of the foreigner to carry his own gooda to 
the American market, so far from promoting the 
prosperity of Spain and diminishing that of rothee 
natkma;, has a directly contsrary eflect. It is a 
great error to consider as gain the profit l^bicb 
that trade leaves to the commisstonist, to. the 
sailor8i> the carpenters, and other artisans whom 
the trading vessels employ. Certainly, it the 
labour of these men could not be more usefall}? 
employed, it would be an evil to deprive them of 
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Ibis 3 but ia ordar tp form /w ^xaet cticulaiion 
whether it would be more advantageous that th^y 
nboitld be employed by foreigners or by their owa 
9aX:ioii, it ought to be proved whether we should 
have naore sailors ia a trade by commission, or in 
», trade of proprietors, I believe the question 
99iay be determined^ by knowing that the price of 
fi!^hts may be considered as a kind of thermor 
tft^er, tOv graduate the prosperity of a liation, for 
tk^ are always it) an inv^se ratio, the richer a 
nation the less it wiU. have occasion to hire fo^ 
lelgn vessels, because. Jt can give employment to 
iiftSiPrwh, a«id the. greater the knowledge a^d skill 
^i the pavigatorst the dearer will ;be the hire of 
transports^ Jtt is sm error to believe that>;beQause 
Wie have few mwttfactures. dnd artidje(sk of coiab 
jHence, a trade by Commission, musjb therefore. suit 
\is« . lf> for want of capital, we cannoty all at oncoi 
be m^Tf^ants and maitofacturers, we can, at leasts 
Vft ciiltiveliors ; when .agriculture is free from th^ 
lestrainQ) which have hitherto paralysed her, ina 
^.W yearn she wiU furnish us with hands and ca^ 
pitaifor other employments. Finally* it is an 
tfrpr to believe that the most complete liberty 
given JtO every foreigner to trade rwitlu America 
can bo injurious to our present commission traders* 
•-^Tb^ Spaniards carried on this trade, because 
Ihey had not capital to trade as proprietory 
but now that they are become . richer, they 
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ought to thittk of establishing m^iviKilcturetf 
and becoming proprietors, which will considef^ 
ably increase their g-ains; hitherto they have 
been hindered by the heavy duties, and by 
the insecurity arising from an arbitrary govern- 
ment; but now that foreigners are allowed to- 
trade in the American market, and that they am 
place some reliance on public honour, these capi- 
talists will attempt to establish manufactures and 
trade fi)r themselves, which will be more ad^an- 
tageous both to them and the nation. 

We ought not to forget the great evils caused 
by the heavy duties on the commerce of America, 
by the positive prohibition of some goods, and by 
the monopoly of others, but neither these heavy 
duties, nor the prohibition of foreigners to meddle 
with American commerce, will answer the end 
proposed by government. The greater the dutite 
on any species of merchandise, and the strongef 
the prohibitions, the greater will be the extent, 
and the greater the gain of smuggling, and all thitf 
will fall upon the consumer, for/ the goods of the 
foreign proprietor will not lose their estimation^ 
and he will expect to make a profit equal to hw 
fisk, which is eventually an injury to the con-i 
sumer. It is well known that the greatest smug^ 
glers are those very persons employed by the- 
government to put a stop to sinuggling ; it would 
be therefore ridiculous to expect that these un- 
principled 
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principled individuals who are employed by the 
goyernment in doing evil, should always act with 
j^Urity ^nd integrity* The severest punishments 
h^yq fiever been sufficient to put an end to smug- 
gling, where there is a strong temptation to it, and 
the consequence of it is to render useless a num- 
ber of useful hands that are employed both in 
carrying it on, and in attempting to put a stop to 
it. Even supposing that the persons employed 
by the government against smugglers were persons 
of the utmost integrity, it would be impossible to 
watch a coast of sixteen hundred leagues, like that 
of America, and furnished too with such a num- 
ber of convenient harbours, so as totally to sup- 
press all kind of smuggling. Could an exact 
calculation be formed of the value of the labour 
of those persons employed in smuggling and in 
putting a stop to it, we should soon be unde- 
ceived as to the advahtage of custom-houses and' 
high duties. The Peninsula has never had less than 
150,Q00 useless hands in this single department. 
Supposing that each of these persons could gain 
by his labour'eight reals a day, and deducting 
eighty festivals, in which they are allowed to be 
idle, the amount will be the enormous sum of 
of 340,000,000 reals ; if .we add to this the same 
sum for America, and also the money paid to these 
inen4)y the government for a useless employment, 
it will amount to one million millions of reals. I 
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never can persuade myself that, if commence wAf 
freied from all restrictions^ any nation. would be thtt 
worse for it. The produce of the labour, whicft - 
is now lost, will make up the deficiency to th« 
revenu^. • 

The most injurious, anti-social, and unjust rei 
striction which any government can put upoii 
agriculture, industry, and commerce, is the nK>no^ 
poly of any single article ; it is a declaration of warj 
not only against foreign nations, but against th^in^' 
dividuals of our own, whose enjoyments it dimi<& 
nishes by such a restraint* It is meant to impede 
the prosperity of other nations, and to promote 
that of our own, but it is a mistaken notion.-^ 
In fact, it is nothing more than to say, that 
no one shall be rich but the government, and that 
whoever attempts it shall be punished as a delin-^ 
quent. Without doubt every government has i 
right to a revenue equal to the great and important 
duties it has^ to discharge, but that ought never to 
deprive the meanest individual of the means 
which nature has aflforded him of providing for 
the subsistence of himself and his family; but 
this deprives him even of the noeans to contribute 
to the exigencies of the state, and leaves thousands 
in complete indigence. As those articles, which 
are the subject of monopoly, are generally those 
of most comnron consumption, the evil falls both 
on rich and poor^ but is most felt by the latter^ 
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What pxipeipie pf justice can dictate tb»t tfa^ 
unhappy artisan or labourer of Spain, should coa-« 
tribute equally in the articles of salt, tobacco, and 
bfahdy, with the richest nobleman ? Who Cannot 
detest a government that carries its injustice to 
such fa pitch? Is it not a sufficient motive for 
detesting those ministers who, rich only at tho 
expense of public misery, can dare to insult and 
degrade the poor by telling them that it is a 
crime to evade this contribution in the slightest 
degree ? Is it not a proof of the basest corrupt 
lion to hear men bawling in defence of licenses 
and monopolies ? What Spaniard is there that had 
not known of some poor wretch compelled to 
seek food for his famished infants by the sale of 
some monopolized article, for which he was liable 
to pay the forfeit of his life? Gan a just govern-^ 
ment, like the present, hesitate a moment to blot 
out the remembrance of an institution formed at 
the. period of our utmost depression, which au- 
thorised such crimes ? The country requires it, as 
much as every iudividual. Perish every Spaniard 
who would evade or delay so indispensible a 
m^tsure! May every monopoly, privilege, and 
patent disappear both in Spain and America !-!-*« 
May every citizen be free to seek his subsistence 
by the sweat of his brow, and may all equally^ 
find it ! Let every ipan contribute to the support 
of the government under which he finds pro-^, 
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tecticm, but let it be in a just propoirticm/aiid wheft 
all are safe and free, which is the chief object of 
government, property will be respected. I speak 
6f that property which every individual acquireit 
by his own industry, and which depends on the 
free choice of his employment or profession. If 
the government monopolizes a single article, or 
deprives a single individual of the property he pan 
derive from his industry or ingenuity, let it not 
require of him to, contribute to its support, for it 
deprives him of the means of supporting a family, 
which, in place of the sCTvice it may do the coun- 
try, will be led to commit crimes which will recoil 
with infamy upon the constitution. Let the Spa- 
nish government imitate, in this respect, the niost 
enlightened nations ; let it not follow the examples 
of those which are oppressed by despotism, and 
reserved . for Napoleon to render their oppression 
comfdete. ^ 

If we are agreed in this fundamental maxim, 
that the riches of a government consists in the 
riches of individuals, it is easy to see that every 
restraint or monopoly must h% in opposition to 
this principle. The dearer any article is, the less 
will be its consumption among a certain class of 
citizens, and the greater number will be deprived 
of the benefit which the sale and cultivation of 
that article ought to produce. No government 
monopolises any article except for the sake of the 
/ gain 
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^ain it expects from its exclusive sale, such 
article must therefore be enhanced in price. The 
greater the gain therefore, the greater the injury tp 
society, because a greater number will be deprivecj 
of the benefit arising from its consumption. Th^ 
greater the number of articles monopolised, -so 
much the greater will be the number of hand^ 
taken from agriculture and industry, to be ero» 
ployed in protecting the monopoly of the goyerp* 
ment. 

Those who were employed in the revenue being 
interested in satiating their avarice, by ineans of 
such ruinous contributions, have eaaily induced 
the government to believe that the revenue arising 
from these monopolies is all clear gain, and a spe- 
cies of ready money raised without complaipt or 
grievance. They pretended that every citizen in part, 
or in the whole, could limit his consumption of these 
ai:ticles, and that no one was obliged to take more 
of them than he chose. Although the people 
were not forced to consume all these articles, as 
was the case sometimes in Spain with salt, yet 
they were not free, for they were forced to go 
without articles of the first necessity for want of 
means to purchase them. The unhappy labourer 
and artisan have only one resource, which is to 
lessen their expenses, though they do not live in 
affluence, or plenty. The greatest evil must faU 
upon them) and in propctftion as they lessen their 
> consumption. 
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coii«um^ion,/ihe.peceiptrof the revenue m'ust.b^ 
^ifiioiahed* I will not stop to describe the vjext 
atidns to which the culture of tobacco is subject 
Sttxn the officers of the revenue, by compeUing 
the industrious labourer to cultivate that which 
perhaps is only destined for the fire, when the 
revei^ue can afford it, to hinder its being sold even 
to nativeSy because it is a species, of monopoly, 
Md to strangers^ lest they should smuggle: h back 
again. The lot of this unhappy set of men de« 
p^nds 6ti the arbitrary and covetous disposition of 
a commission merchant, and they may labour for 
a whole year, for the sole privilege of being allowed 
t{y))uy at a low price the fruits of their own labour« 
This is a species of injustice which cries out to 
heaven for redress, and which no man of sensi^ 
bility can hear without astonishment ; and this 
injustice can only be repaired by completely abo-» 
lishing all those pernicious ipstitutions, pernicious 
both to individuals and to the revenue. To set 
all things to rights nothing more is requisite thaa 
to leave every one to do as he will with the fruits 
of his labour, and the best minister of Finance it 
not he who forms these Institutions, but he who 
puts an end to them all. 

' Every individual will act as he conceives best 
suits his interests, while he is protected by th^ 
law. Let Spain then, ^hich.has hitherto been a 
nation of useless idlers, be coq verted into a nation 
• . , of 
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of fabourers, aitisatid, and merchants, and her pirott^ 
parity will soon shi^ie forth again with all its 
splendour. Let us not be dazzled with deceitful 
projects ; there is no meansr of enriching a naticm 
but by giving the most complete liberty to all her 
texertibns, there is no means of counting upon the 
tJO-operation and affection of America but by 
giving her the same degree of liberty ; there is no 
other means of reconciling the interests of all) and 
drawing the greatest number of hands to objects 
of useful industry,* from which alone, and not 
fi^om gold and silver, results the true riches of a 
nation, ■ 

Let us now consider the third cause to 'which I 
have attributed the decline of Spain, to wit, the 
quantity of gold and silver which came from Ame* 
rica, and in the abundance of which, after three 
centuries of experience, we yet conceive o*ir chief 
happiness to consist. All nations believe thein^ 
selves richer than others in proportion as they 
possess a greater quantity of these metals, arid 
ftll suffer the same illusion. These metals being 
adopted by all nations as the representatives of 
^commodities, and believing that nothing can be 
wanting to those who have money, we consider 
them as the chief wealth. But whatever estima* 
tion these may be held in; it is tfot in their abun-» 
dance in which their value consists, nor even in 
themselves when they obtain (his value, but in the 
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^ibundarice of those Commodities which reproduce 
themselves for our consumption. Therefore it i* 
better for a nation to possess those of which money 
is only a sign, than money itself in abundance. 
To have considered money as the greatest riches^ 
is an error equal to that of having said, that to a 
certain point it is not riches. Spa^n, by the con* 
quest of the New World, became the sole pos* 
sessbr of gold and silver in Europe. When na- 
tions'or individuals become slowly rich by indus*^ 
try, they are by necessity economical, because 
they find it requisite, but when money flows in 
suddenly upon them, they become profuse and 
extravagant. 

The Spaniards who went to America, particu- 
larly those employed by government, acquired im-* 
mense fortunes in a few, years. No other mode 
of getting rich was known in Spain, but that of 
taking a voyage, and bringing back a great deal of 
money, which they called getting an Indic^,^-' 
When these men, or their heirs, returned to the 
Peninsula, they increased their expenses, took a 
great number of men from useful labour as ser- 
vants, and brought a vast quantity of money into 
circulation, which, like all other kinds of goods^ 
has a relative value, and falls or sinks in propor- 
tion to its abundance or scarcity. Whenever a 
nation increases its circulating medium by one- 
half, that which before cost one ounce of silver, 
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will cost twb, yet it would be ridiculous ta sup* 
pose a man richer by having two ounces thati by" 
having but one ounce. The quantity of money it 
greater,^ but the value in commodities is notf 
greater, because only the same quantity is repre* 
sented by the two ounces as by the one, that isj 
two ounces will buy no more than one did before. 
It is not sufficient to compare the quatitity of 
gold and silver at different times, to know if a 
nation is more or less rich. If these metals, when, 
coined, are the measure of the value of all other 
commodities, the value of these is also the mea* 
sure of the value of money. To say, for example^ 
that twenty doubloons will purchase a horse, is ta 
say that such a horse is the measure of the value 
of twenty doubloons; but, since nations have 
inade greater use of money, they have taken it as 
the cornmon measure of all things, and have con-* 
sidered it as a positive measure, as it might be 
formerly on account of its scarcity, that is, they 
considered money independent of every relation, 
or as a thing which, by its nature, measures nil 
Other things, and is not measured by any. This 
error, chiefly since the discovery of America^ has 
become a principle of commerce, and has induced 
all governments to graduate the value of money 
solely by its quantity and intrinsic qualities, with- 
out comparing it with other things; in conse- 
quence of whicfh they have adopted the pernicious 
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system of forbidding iU exportfttioi}, am}) this erro^ 
will catise all oatipns to suffer the gireate^t ex^ 
tremea of opul^ce nuA misery* LetvUs now 9ea 
whp.t^haiS^ happened to Spain^.in .order to con^ 
jeoture what will happen to other natkaian 
Yi\ko may poeiaes^ a superalHi»<j|anc^ ;Of n^oj^^;» 
A^. soon; as: ever a greater quafltity; of nopp^j 
Was put in circulation than ha^ been {b^rq 
the' diwovery of America, eviery thing: h§g^n .]ta 
grow.eKitreniely deari and money in proportion to^ 
sink inivaliue. Money in general loses its vaJ^ 
fromrtbese causess which all seemed to be unit^A 
JAiSpfan.' ;It loses its value by becomiii^ more, 
plentiful, by. the diminution of laborious handsi 
for in all countries when labour becc»}^es deareri^^ 
com(nQdities;mu9t increase in price, and coi^se'^, 
quefitly/ inoney must decrease in val^je, for the 
same qu^tit^ty of it will purchase less than before ; 
finally, it loses its value by the increacfe of taxes^ 
whi^h^ways withdraws a number of hands &Qm 
imAimtrf^j 4in>in]sbes the quantity of coqunoditiest 
IM^rea^Q thc^r price, ^and conse^queptly lessens the; 
value of mpiiey. Even when taxes do not reduce^ 
impy of those who pay them to beggary, it dimii 
^he$ th^ value of money . The price of the surplus 
Qonra^Qdities of. ev^ry individual will always be i^ 
proportion to his consumption and bis ts^xea ; thati 
is, if aliUle farmer after harvest sold the surplus pr9-; 
diice of his wh^at, and with that surplus bought 
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otbeir things requisite for his subisistenoe, ia ibm 
eTeot of a new tax, he most either sell the^qiOF 
quantity of wheat at a greater price, or be deprlvied 
of some essential comfort. The same wili ha{)fMif 
irith all other ranks of people, they mast sell the 
prodaee of their industry at a higher price to pay 
the new tax, and of course that will diminish the 
value of money. * 

Fresh quantities of money ^arrived every day^ 
ftom America, and every dfty the evi|^ of Che 
country increased, without the cause hein^ 
found out; aU kinds of commodities grew dearer 
add diminished in quantity. The otbet na^ 
tions^ of Europe, who neither possessed iw 
great ^ quantity of money, npr mines so pro^ 
ductive, held it in greater estimation, that is^ 
they sold their produce and manufaMures at a^ 
much lower price. The Spaniards daily increased 
their ' purchases from foreign nations, every da^ 
their oivn labourers and manu&cturers decreased^' 
comsequently the riches of the nation, and its pros-^ 
jfj^rity began to decline with a velocity almost 
incredible./ Any other country not having so fine- 
a climate, nor so fertile a sQJi^ would have become 
a desert, if, oil a sudden, it hfid acquired- so mudf 
gold and silvdr, which, so far from being true 
wealth, are in excess the cause of depopulation, 
and misery^' The- writers of Spain, not knowing 
the true cause of her decline, ascribed it to such 
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^ were merely incidental, or rather the eSecksoi 
an excess of the precious metals. The most inifWir^ 
tial foreign writers ascribed it to the same aiis*^^ 
taken causes, and the mpst partial ones to an 
apathy which they supposed, to be the natic^ml^ 
character, never considering that^thes^MSLe nation 
which had so; lately been one of the.n^st indus-* 
trious in Europe, could not so soon change its 
character, though it might have changed its ha-' 
bits ; they never considered that, at the monsieiit 
wh^n she began to decline from her prpspecity, 
Spain was one of the most warlike nations iii> 
Europe^.a character, which ill suits with that, of 
indolence or apathy* ^ 

. Spain, from the discovery of the New Worlds 
began to hasten to her ruin, and the government^ 
^ isiv from suspecting, the cause, adopted mea* 
sures which only accelerated the evil, for as the 
thirst of, money was the consequence ; like water 
to a Qfian in a dropsy, so the constant supply o£ 
gold and silver only th^ .more relaxed her energy » 
and hastened her decline. Almost every day 
some new tax \yas imposed, which reduced to, 
beggary; those hands wjiich had hitherto been user; 
f^lf and contributed to supply the necessities of 
the state; evei-y day some fresh article was en« 
groped, which deprived of subsistence the fami* 
lies of the poor ; every day forbid th^ importation 
of some foreign produce, which wa^. requisite foe 
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iUt stipport of population ; every d^ forbid the 
expprtation of some national production, which 
9V!as II source of support to many individuals; 
every day opened a new mine in America, which 
lessened the value of money, and in proportion to 
^ts abundance, so much the more difficult it became 
to restore the national prosperity. For the space of 
two centuries after the discovery of America, Spain 
supported immense armies in Italy, Germany, 
Holland, and Flanders, iVhich consumed the trea» 
sures of the nation, and even obliged her to contract 
^eaf^y debts. The Spaniards, wbpse manufactures 
and sericulture had fallen into a miserable state 
of decline, not only purchased manufactured, goods 
from other nations, but even corn, for their home 
consumption. Thus it was that Spain was only 
a sort of channel or canal, through which the 
wealth of America flowed in to other nations. In 
proportion, therefore, as money became abundant 
in other nations, provisions and manufactures be- 
came dearer, and cost the more to Spain. Money 
doubled ^nd tripled itself, and the price of com- 
modities of all kinds increased in a geometrical 
progression. 

The re-establishment of manufactures and com- 
merce,, and consequently that of agriculture, be- 
came' every day more difficult, because, money 
daily losing its value, much greater suips were 
requisite for these undertakings than before. The 
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/ , I <)the^6atioi«A 6f E\jr5i»6 daily bfec4nl6richet by th* 

/ ; Mistaken policy of 8piai«, though they might huP^ 

been more truly rich, had they adopted a diffefifeitt 

system, but their sitUatibn did hot pertbit Ihem to 

totnmit the errors which she colnmitted. AKhough 

they considered ttioney as th* first sp«ftles ^ 

' V^ealth, and forbid its exportation, y«, as soo« «ii 

it began to lose its level, it was smuggled ftoni 

those countries in which it Was depreciated iitd 

tho^e where it was g£ more wwtb-. On that me** 

count, and because they possessed no abuiyda&t 

tnines, they never had such tin abundance of it &k 

to injure their manufactures 5 but Spain, who htid 

/ no other harvest than her gold and silvfer, after sfee 

I had begun to ne^e<:t the principal source of her 

; rrchei^,'as these metals were depreciated, so Ah^ 

* became ruined. There is a considerable diffiei^ 

ence between productions of conspnmptiob Md 

productions like gold and silver, whicli are not 

consumed. The gfeater*the abundance <rf \h^ 

former, the greater is their consumption, and con-* 

feequfently the production of riie human epecfies; 

The cultivatibn of artrcles of consumption is art 

inexhaustible source Of property, the mot^ it fi 

drawn upon the more it produces. The cultiva- 

tron of the other is a source of misery and depo* 

pulatibn^, the more they in(ireiise the less they ari^ 

worth, the greater the?r ahundanfcethe greater the 

difficulty of re-pro<kicing the human ^pecies.-^ 

How 
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Him iMtpfpjF iroald Spain have beon* bad jao /eartbr 
%iiiJi^ swaUomrod U{>ibe«6 minies of gold add 9ilv^> 
and. if in/tfaeif room 9b6 had poa^eased valliea 
^boWMiiog wt& harMe9t$ and h.e]:d9 of cattle. 
; Tii9.preck»ua netobr> when owvcsrti^ into.mo? 
liey,' beoorare an oljgect of fiomm^ffi^^ for whe^ 
odincrf th^y reeeive a Djeiv naiae and w amtbej^tic 
9taknp,. ^ieh wrvi^a to determine, thfir qu^tity 
and 4K>ality, and to guard agjaiwst A9u49y but thia 
atiBtmp eaa give them np qthqr yaiji|^J[)ut:a9 ar^iokal 
of jmnttuttCQ, which tb^y dariyeiirc^the cpAbyeta-^ 
tion or agreement ,oif men. Tb«i i€|;islatqr . CMt 
giy« them no higher va}ue l^ban *h^ mbiqh they 
4»%io$^ pos$es$» wHK the ^<}iit^m pf the mn 
fibitaa cdbdMViaage ; ahbUld he att^mp^ jto eQifwAe a 
higher value by penalties aud puniabments, the 
Mia of the riatioa would iue^vitably be the c^o^e- 
Qiteffice. The value of ti|»Aey theiqfbre depend 
mot on the will of the^ legislator, but on that of 
piublic opinion. Doubtless :the invention of mo^ 
Q^ iiaa confounded the true ideas of the value <tf 
tbings. Seeing* the same measure con^t^atly used 
to regulate the price of goods, it was believed thut 
diis m^eaaure had a positive valuis, or an arbitrary 
one .at the will of the prince. It was not A^elieved 
that an ounce of gold lost somewhat of it9 valu9 
when coined) by coining, another ounce, but th^t 
^ had at all times the same actual t^p^th. Th« 
Spattish goyemment, holding tbes^4alse id^is qf 

L 2 money^. 
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moii^y; drW* a' regular inf^ence jfrom ^ fatete pfin-^ 
d|^e; they b^li^vied money at all times to poiMiii 
(he same value, and therefore by increarifigi it; 
they thought they mcreased the Tiches of the na-» 
tion. Even when they saw that other contmodi- 
ties wi^re rising in value, or., what is the sarnie 
thing, that inoney was sinking, they. could not be 
persuaded td* attribute the former to any«4Qttiier 
feause than the increase Of coneumei^s, aif^ khe 
latter to its scarcity. It is not therefore <fo be 
wondered th^t'they never attempted to remady 
tvhat thej^did not understand. 
\ Gold ahd silver ^ought to be allowed a free entry 
and exit in Spain as well assail othe| ,g()i0ds, be^ 
eaUse they are articles which Spain aliftosft solely 
possesses and cannot consume^. The conduct of 
other nations in that respect ought to be no ru)e* to 
US) because they are noV in similar circumstances; 
they have riot the dame^ quantity of it, therefore 
it can fi^vef'do them the same injury.. Let us 
SiHppose^ that the quantity in cir^sulation was six- 
teen tirafes' tiiore than it has ever been, even with 
three times t^he population, it would be of -sixteen 
times lesi^ wdrth; Whatever be the quantity of 
money in'circulati®n, it can never be more than 
^qual to tlite vaiu'e of the commodities consumed 
in the ^pate of a year. To putchs^se a lamb in the 
Ifnarketf Which formerly cost an ounce 6f silver, 
we must 'give a pound, and yet the value of th^ 
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^lifice rwili b^ eifiiklr; to that lof the; pound, aod 
therefore we are iipt .better for the fifteen ounces, 
-itTwiftbfe 'more difficulf : to carry labout/a^d. more 
difficult to Iceep. iGovernment therefore g?ught to 
girfe up' the 'workitigtoines on their Own account, 
'and leave it to indi'v^idutls to do it unassisted.-rr 
The experience of three* centuriep ought to unde^ 
jceive us as to the effect of gold and silver on the 
ifaapplness and prosperity of the nation. It' is no,t 
meant tliat we should have no gold and silveri fai* 
odierwise. The possession of ,t;hwe metals wiU 
always be an iniallible proof of [national riches aofd 
^prosperity ; but money should only be the effeicjt 
(of other comniodities, that is, it ^(befi^ld^only be[i(t 
iproportion to the actual value of these commoidir 
-ties, or else no quantity of it will b^ sufficient, a^ 
•experience has shewn. .. r 

- Besides the advantages which Spain will derive 
from the free exportation of gold and silver, Ame- 
rica will also be greatly benefited. Pi^ovisions 
will be at a lower price, population will be ; greater 
«than it has ever been, as it will always be in prpr 
portion to the means of subsistence; riches c^ 
every kind will be mwe abundant and less preca- 
rious, because th^y will be in ,proportion to the 
produce of labour, and thus the interest^ of th^ 
Americans and Spaniards being reconciled, -as 
well as those of other nations, they will not find 

a desire 
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H desire to s^r^e America rfrpm Spaiti .'for what 
•thfey conceivie to be their o4rii good; * 

On a candid exatninatkm M: what I Ifeire rsA* 
'iraticed, it will be foittid that it is not difficult to 
recbncile the interests of all menv the only d|fl^ 
ctilty is to t^concile their paftdkni9. If we reflect 
-fhtfti aeborditig to the pres^efnt policy of natiohif 
their great object ife to rtiin each other^ we: ;ai» 
^tttniished with another mbtire ta detest rather thafa 
^mire rt. Their cdnst^nt wars, their itmnense 
^debt^, their idt^^ttoinable hatreds; the little codrf^ 
^d^Ce to he placed in their prosperity ^ are aU sooiaiiy 
proofs that lio^ilation has yetanived at itsi greatest 
felicity, that their {Present liystedi of policy hca^ hB 
-other object than to do eaclr. other all the^barqi 
^hey ctin, tod that it has gi-eat need df amend- 
ment. All seek to enjoy exclusively the.advsaiiM 
tages^of commerce^ without ^considering cthat ii6m- 
tnerce bught to bb equally benefi<;iai to all, for the 
freedom of commerce is the only thing which can 
reconcile all interests, and ensure the general kiap^ 
piness of mankind. Spain,^ which has gitien so 
many ptoofa of her desire for civil liberty, fand 
which has made so many sacrifices to .obtain it^ 
as she deserves to be admired for h^r virtues, so 
ought she to aspire at the glory of being admired, 
for her wisdom*' She onghft tp be!the iksttb esta- 
blish a syiMendL which may ensure not only her own 

prosperity. 
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PWP?W^Xf •'^Wt tl^ ftf other nations,; thqs only 
(Pfin »he bf^ wpur? ftnd undisturbed: the.^xp^r 
.xi^ficp of this p^t oHg^it to convince her that it is 
^pipo))sibl^ to enjoy e?:i?Jusive property, A wise 
fyptem of adminUtration will ensure Jier internal 
feUpify; a wl»0 system of customs, which i^hall 
l^dmitaUpatlons tp tr^de with her on the pay- 
Vfiet^tof a pap^eirate <Jif ty, so as to put ap end to 
wmgfUj^p will assure to her the preservation of 
];ierfore^p possessions, will preserve her against 
llie attacks of other nations, will rapidly increase 
J^er Rfpsperity^ and reconcile ber for ever to 

Anw^Poa- 

,4^PHS^. I bad merely intended to point out 
^f aibusies which had separated the interests of 
^pain and America, it seems not tbreign to the 
subject, to sbew that the' system of customs is the 
phnc^p^l cause of the^di^^entions between all na- 
tion and jthje ruin of all societies, and that if their 
abplition wav ynanimoysly adopted, incalculable 
advan^ges would be the result, and the bonds of 
^oci^ty would every day become stronger and 
l^tr^nger^ and yet considering that the establishment 
ic^ customs is so general, and that the wisest nations 
l^y^ l^^eved them to be the great cause of their 
prosperity^ a^ assertion to the contrary may pro- 
bably seefn too bold aud adventurous. Without 
4p^i?t, jl^he great calamities which nations the 
WPftt j)rQaperous even now suffer, t^e enormous 
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debts they contract, and the constant vamtidfiis tX \ 

their pitosperity, evidently prove that thfeir sj^steiii 
of finance is defective. No nation in all Elrfope 
gives the hppes of so grea^ things as Spaitt ; shouM 
she succeed i n establishi lig her independerice',- sKfe . i 

will probably effeet a change in the political siysi- 
tem of the world. Great undertakings, without *«iny 
motive of ambition, and refohxis which may cbh^ 
tribute to the general traiiquillity, ought to be he^ ^ 
only objects. Her efforts and her virtues have 
been so much the more admired, in prbportiori las 
they were less to be expected from a nation. sunk 
for three hundred years in despotism and abase- 
ment. For that reason she is the first to whom it 
properly belongs to conimence those reforms whSch 
may contribute so much to the good of mankind^ 
and to put an end to the system of ctwtoim, the 
inexhaustible sourde of modern wars, ^ and the - 
ruin of empires. ' I will briefly set down" the prin- 
cipal arguments by which this opini6n i& -sup* 
ported in the works of the most eminent writers^ 

Customs were at first established solely to de- 
fray the expenses of the state, aiid were invented 
by the Rom^n Emperor Augustus. In order to 
strengthen his us\^rped authority, by conceaiHhg 
From the people the taxes he imposed on them, 
he contrived to have at his disposal iaconsidemble 
5um, without applying to the people for fresh 
subsidies. Charles the First* 6f Spaing equally 

fertile 
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^^ttile in expedients to promote fais atnbititiuif d^ 
nignSy and keep th* peop^te subservient t<y hid Will, 
revived this institution, which bad been-lotig dis*- 
-tosed ntiA fd^gdtten,and sinoe liis tiiDe^custoiiis tifeive 
cbeen considei^ by the wi^st governtaetits^ aft 
'^tablishment iadmirably calculated to increas^'*hfe 
-prosperity of a nation, by bindering that^coinpe^ 
tition with others which might impede -the pco^ 
*gress of its industry and • commerce. All sensible 
liien, who have defended the utility of feus*6ms> 
have nevertheless allowed that, considered inf the 
'•first light, they can never be advantageous, fw 
'such a contribution must inevitably be unequal, 
^and' coriseqtiently unjust and pernicious, and not- 
withstanding the utmost vigilance of government, 
it will always be in some degree evaded. The 
'coltectiott of customs must inevitably b^ very ex- 
pensive^ on account of the number or > persons 
employed to hinder illicit- trade or smilggling.-*- 
And on this account it must be pernicious,- be^ 
cause it takes a number of useful hands from agti- 
-culture, industry, and commerce, which are the 
only tVue sources of national prosperity. The 
general opinion, however, is ttiuch on the side of 
customs, considered in the second light, ^nd it is 
-in this viiftW' that they are chiefly defended. I am 
-fer from hoping to be -able to plaice the subjecft in 
a light sufficiently strong Jto convince the rest of 
• -the world' of .the impoiloy of customs, but I per^ 
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Miw mty^j^lU^lte otljem of aiore kpowWg^ 9i]R|t 
p^t^Ml^te to explain the subject, with ail thf^ 
£>j^e and clearness of which it is capal^« . 

It Hi9y be asked the defenders of cMstomi^ 
jWhisb of tl^ two B^tjons, Eogiand and Spaid, 
4VouJki be injured, if a treaty was concluded tp 
iidmjt tl^ {MToduce and manufacturep of eacH coui^ 
Jtiy into^ the other free of all duties ; and I belieyp 
ftU honest mai^ would find himself much pusszled 
.to ap^^er the qiiestio^, which is suificienjt to 
«hf3W that the subject is at iea«^t doubtful. Th^e 
'Pfnet^ity of the £nglisb, however, woi^ld ^n^w^r 
^ oinc^^ that such a treaty would be rui^ouf^ tP 
Jpkigta^d ; they would say that the soil of Spf^fi 
.pffoduce^ (9L much great^r variety of cpmnK>diti.es 
Jthati that of England, that they are p^du^ed ^t 
iesis expense on account of the climate, because i# 
rJ^ngl^d.the sam^ produce Beq«^K^p t^ tjjpi^ the 
Jabour ; th^t ttNerefor^ the .raw 9^,^|l^fi$Jp( c^Engls^d 
x^ld, not come intp ai^y iCoas^p^titif>n in ^he ip^r- 
J^et with those of Spain, and tb^ o^ ^^purse th# 
floriculture of England, which is the greatest 
source of her.riches^ would be ruin^* It would 
.•he stud, also, that Spain, produces many thii^ 
^^hich are not produced ip Epgla^d^ such as winp 
Ai^d oiU which, being now very dear, oii s^ccoui^ 
aof 4he duties, and therefore ^onlyarticyke^^ of Uv 
nry, if they were cheap, would b^ciw^ Qrti<^p^ Qf 
\1901p919n consumptipn lo tbe. iiyt^y Qf nation^ 

produce. 
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{irodud^, aod ihAt logla^d Wopl^ 9900 'Wimpcv 
^en8bed>by; (Hipng enormous Bums for these ai^ 
Sticks ]fi;iiu>fi^, bayiQg no others to eq«al them 
^ihep owB^ . It might be said.also, that Sffin posp 
jsesses tiiany bthier things which; England has no^ 
«nd yejC mak^ much usq of; but that it is bette|r , 
for her tO bring them from; India, because it if 
jbetl^ep to enrich diistant nations than those wl))(:l^ 
being so near heti may isoon be her rivals^ . 4 

..The Spaniard, 09 the other side, having a respect 
for an ^tebltfiibme^t of such antiquity, and <^ 
which the bi9St economists heive wfi^^ m de^ncf^ 
«vtU say (than -fthe mapv^tur^s of SpaiQ beix^ 
much inferior .10 those af ;Engl«^nd, if tho^. 9f the 
latter ,weiie freety^ admitt^r Spain w^UjLd mv^ 
think of improving her own) he wo|ild;s^y-, also^ 
that the raw material ;^fSpfdiiv would t^ufij^e^fMi^f 
a source of riches t^ {kig^iAd and <^.ppMef*^y J3» 
berseif ; he would say; thttitiis impotitfc to \ei2){)j9)i 
a- nation, which, though pow* .a friends m^yiiV^t^ 
fern y^rs, becom^e an ejaemy^ • «: r; * . ' ' 

;iAH peracMiSfSfe the evils .that wpuld foUojW^^ b|it 
few .see the aidvantages* AJI nations peiem tj(^ wis)! 
to make treaties 'df coaalsiieree, which a^e rec^pror 
caHy useful, an^ yet no one wishes to ^tablis^ 
the itotal fre^d^kn of iK>mmerce, which would 1|9 
useful to all, afid put an eud to all grounds qf diy- 
sentiob and quarrels. They do not consider that 
commerce is the exchange of labour^ reciprocally 
> useful. 



Digitized by 



Googlej 



156 

liMflil, i(hfif"it matters not whether that labour is 
emplbyied' in producing raw materials 'or riianih' ' 
Tactured goods ; that if Spain gains by the labbtUr 
of the one, Engltind wiH gain in the labour of the 
other; that when there is a domplete liberty of 
commerce between two nations, there will be an 
^equality -of Valuer the ploughman will gain as 
much as the artisan; and the artisan as much ai 
the manufacturer ; that it is for their mutual coni 
Venience that this equilibrium is p^feserved, and 
this equilibrium 'is equally as adrantageons fe't 
tiatibns as for individuials, for the moment one 
tiation. becomes more rich than another in the pre^ 
dous metals, the period of its decline^ tjt&mmences; 
The dearer the productions of the earth are, the 
higher. will be the price of labour, and then will 
begin riie consumption of the merchandise of the 
poorer natiobs, as being at a lower price; at the 
^ame time a rich nation begins to increase its eonf« 
iumption; on account of its increased necessitiesv 
while a poor one is economical from habit, until 
ifrrcumstances induce it to commit a similar feblt. 
The disturbance of the balance of rich^ will al- 
tvays cause a revolution in agriculture and com- 
hiercei and a complete liberty can alone give it a 
permanent duration. That which liappened tb 
Spadn by the discovery of America, and the full 
ienjiyment 6f its riches, must happen to all other 
nations, from the system of customs when they 
♦ * cause 
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cause a superabupdauce of gold and silver, wl^ictf 
is the ultimate object pf their establishmeDt. In 
lifoportioa as a nation possesses a greater nuinber 
of jrich individuals, it will have fewer labourers, it 
will have less increase of population, it will have 
^ greater emigration to cheaper countries. What 
would happen if all should be^rich in money f 
rTfa^re would l)e neither labourer nor artisan, every 
imiiich. of pi^osperity would decline, or gold and 
silver would eeiise to be considered valua,ble^.ber 
leause it would no longer serve to maintain indir 
JTidiiafe in their accustomed stations. 
.. All riatiQ9s have some production^ auj^logous 
to their soil, which it produces with greater faci- 
Jity thbn otheirs, and require some of the produc-^ 
tions^ofotbers tq sal^isfy those various wants which 
form tb^ pleasures of life in large societies,— r 
Commerce causes. the productions of the north to 
he enjoyed in the south, and those of the south 
to.be enjoyed in thp north. The system of cus- 
;toms compels them to cultivate those productioiiis 
iwfaich are n^t natural to their soil, rather than con^ 
tribute to enrich those nations where they are natu- 
fally produced. No nation is content to cultivate or 
manufacture the productions of its own soil, whioh 
it might have in abundance, and with which i^ 
might. acq uir<& the superfluities of others, and ^H 
biscomse rich. Each aims at cultivating not only 
for its own consumption, but for the consumption 

of 
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of other ilktit>Tis, and for tfeis etyi c\m^<mm 
considered requisite^ though they must eventail^ 
be the ruin of all. By these mean»^ CMimercc^ 
^Vhich ought to be the bond of union and friend^ 
ship *amonfg nations, becomes a pei^nniat sburee 
,: of injustice, dissention, and ^vbr. Few mea haw 

considered that no nation posseascis flufieieflft 
h^nds to manufacture all its produce which otkukm 
require, nor land sufficient t6 produjce >the vaw 
materials, and that if they attempt to ky obstadei 
in the way of each other, they will <miy ktcased 
in depriving each other of tiie power to d^mfifiy 
! their necessities and. riseeiVci mutiMfrl ^iidratltage.^ 

All nations believe themfsd v^s itfju^ed hy iadmitt- 
ling the produce of other nations, but to b^ cer** 
/ tain of that, they only consider what they^^amiot 

f produce themselves, and never calculate thO vaioe 

i of their fabodr enfiployed in the ^ulti^v^ion of 

I- other produce more natural, and other D^bufac<^ 

., tulles inore analogous to (^mf productions. It i^ 

|| Inatiire that teaches man* to satisfy his itecwsities^ 

nature is therefore the 4trthor of c^mtnfiiice, ah4 
1^ noiSiing can so much counteract thiK natural pro«- 

j! pedsity as the establrshment of custonas, which so 

ridiculously pretends to be the conqueror of natuve^ 
Commerce naturaMy inclines iti^n to consider idi 
Datibns as one great society 4 the estieiblisbment of 
customs is the most infernal instrument 'that 4K>uld 
have been invented to paralyse tbis benevolent , 

disposition. 
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(A«rpddition, by maintakiing enmity and- riirsdshi^ 
among nations^ and thus depriving them of the 
pleaiBures they might enjoy if each partook of the 
production!^ of all. It is not considered in this 
system, Aat the greater the prosperity of the na* 
tions we deal with, the greater will be their popu^ 
Isttion, and consequently the greater will be the 
bumber of buyers, and in the same proportion our 
own p<^u]ation will increase. The freedom of 
commerce is tbdt which causes this reciprocal 
prosperity, and promotes the general interest.*-* 
Customs are directly in opposition to these reci- 
procal advantages, for they were established for 
t^e purpose of concentrating ^s^U in one, and 'thus 
in a few years provfe the ruin of all. It is the 
ikfost ridiculous in(3onsisteney to aim at bein^ 
iich by the commerce of Another nation, and yet 
seek to keep that nation poor, which is the direct 
end and object of customs. The present destruc* 
tire system of a continental blockade ought to 
tipen the eyes of sill men upon this -subject, for n6 
j^ieribd Was eter so ruinous to commerce, or pro«> 
duced so many bankruptcies in all nations; No 
measure ev^r presented so dismal a prospect for 
the ftiture, nor carried to so high a pitch the 
boasted system of customs. It proves how 
tnuch all nations <tepend on each other, that 
no one can exist by its^f, and that all are in^ 
llebteil tot their prosp^ity to the mutual advan- 
• ' tages 
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4 
tage^ pf conuni^rce» ,)|n^ that they flourigh or der ♦ 

clipe according a^ tl^at is free or restrained. 

Even when custom^ arm at.nbthuig pnpre thaq 
to increase the revenue hy layiflg res^tr^iiqts on the 
eJ^portation of national produ^^^ ^k^y ^f^. p6rni<9 
cious, on account of their effect? on agriculture 
an4 ji^dustry, because they impe4e the s^le of 
these articles in competition with foreigners^; whq 
are subject to lio similar imposition* Almost all -^ 
nations have corrected this error, at l^a^t in^part^ ^ 
for customs in this point of vi^ew jgn^ dQ/^o pofkf 
sible good. It wai^i however, still believc^d to bt 
right to. charge national produce, with. h€^vy,dur 
jties on exportation, or. to forbid it altogether, ii^ 
two cases, that i$ tjo say, first, qn raw m^teria^, • 
whose manufacture might promote the prosperity 
of other nations, as the^ silks of Franpe and S$)ai)i| 
apd the wok^ of Epglapd ; we h»ye se^n, the il] 
effects of that mea3ure iii Spain, and they w^rf 
fiot less in the two other countries* The secoB4 
jCase alluded to was wh?n the produce was th^ 
natural produce of the country^ where it wa» 
Jaxed, because it wais^ thought tb^.t th^ wb^e 
weight of th^ tajf wpuld.fall on other nakiona.— 
Spain; afford^ a sufficient proof of tb^ cQa^equpnc^s 
of thi^ error ; she ^as^ and is yqty the only pos- 
sessor pfi barilla, in. Eurppe, an article, of the first 
neacessity, especially among the northern natio»|^ 
-^Xbe Spanish govcynmentt relyii^ ypo|» . ^ 
t exclusiv©^ 
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ttxelunre possession of this ieommodity, and ihe 
want of it in other, conntries, loaded it9 exportation 
ii*th heavy duties, the consequence of which was, 
that ' these nations either contrived a substitute 
for it, or sent for it from India^ so that in a few 
yeafi^ the cultivation of it was abandoned in Spain, 
flind thus the government found out an excellent 
method of depriving* the nation of one of the 
greatest natural advantages she possessed ; the 
hi^py result of a measure which was intended to 
di9treiM9 other nations. 

The greatest bkiefit, however, which econo* 
mists pretend tcf derive from the system of cus* 
toms^ IS in taxings forei^commoditiies, and they 
pein^uiide themselves that k is the only method of 
raising the. 'national iridustiy on the ruinfe of fo- 
reign Industry, by hindering them from' coming in 
competition, and tfindering the money being sent 
out of the nation. "'Must not,'*' say tKey, "pur 
mMufoctures decline, when we prefer foreigil 
goods to our own ? We must therefore lay a 
r^traint upon importation by'fresh taxes, and take 
off a p«rt of tbol»e iafd upon pur exportation, vre 
$k^ then see the good effects of the wise system 
of customs, we shall then advance in prosperity, 
likb isuch or such a nation, which has always 
promoted the exportation 6f its own commodities, 
and laid heavy duties on importation:'' The most 
foolM^ codrfter that ever existed w^oiild have been, 
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able to invent audi a iaysitem as this !», and'soit 
has 'hajikpeoed, that all fiatioDs ^\vko have adopted 
jl under the. idea of b^domngrich have beoom^ 
fidoKyOral; kast they have been iodebted to otber 
«auses for their prosperity. The advooat^s! for 
this system, u&^tst perceived the fallacy M their 
im'>Q priociplea^ >tbey never pi^ceived that ttueiad^ 
yaotagea k produced, weue either imagioary m 
temporary. If cusitoma af^rvedt aa they w«ro iiht 
tended) to restrain k^fft^ iiidMstry« it would ^iidr 
low that no nation could ppoaper wbeo <ai«tonii 
were generally eatabltahed/ £ar ioataaiee» when 
Spain /haul reduced, the jodwjtry iof ¥twKe% by 
eeasing to purebaae her vaapti&ctures, Fi^anoe 
of Icoicrae wo^ld . do the . same >to Spaiiu Wbiel^ 
of^the two. oatioDs would be:ga]Qer> tre mun 
team from thfose profQUnd ppUti<;iaii$» wh<^ Is^ 
Viindly .defend the aystehi of<iiftjtoina; theyf#9.§ 
only its boasted ?ulvantagte»» bu.t uwer thiiojc of 
the T^ial injuries it oecaaiopa, they see mkt febfll 
^venwhen they deprive their. rival <>f a c^tt^ 
good, i^t is «it the eicpe^sie of w eq^n^l tow M 
^mselvesj with the additiofn of -oiAi^r incidQul»lll§ 
evtb ; they see not that the less ^e natkia kii^ 
of aiiothfir, the less it has to sell^toproduw^ aiiid 
to maftufactune, that o^mmra^ ia oniy a. rQcipsoeiJy! 
9f,irf vantages, and thH even ^ere it .poteihLe fy^ 
one nation to part with all ^ own aM{»<r0«Mi9^ 
pii)duce J3r Jii$4hi£^ but mpmyj xt^ wmmmA 

would 
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woqlcl soon dbcline on^ccouqt /of &» rliigh pvicn 

tilioii . ti^kh foreign maffecte^ The vobu of wlicmi 
wk^el )s|^akiBg shirt thieiir eyes and their can to 
expcfieinces ^od did not wish ,to :see-tbit nloney 
wiMiBTserj wheare eaiisea plethom equal to that' of 
Sfttin and Portugal, and that it has; produced the 
n«ii;o€ these two nations, as. it would have cansed 
ihst of Eiiglaad, if she had not undergoise th»>6e 
eopi^os'bleedii^a which were: requisite to preserve 
her pvospisrity, SO; often : threatened by her great 
eoenQr,*--^exeessiTe weahh« 
- Theaeienceof political economy, so difficult 
U> tindferstand when wrapped up in subtleties^ 
is. most easy when reduced to the result of ex^ 
periemre. Its propositions then arise naturally 
Irom oiie another as so many corollaries or propo«» 
sitioiis successiyely identical, wkioh consist of 
simple and intelligible truths. Governmemts, ac^ 
CWtCfmed ta gradtiate their own power by the 
Wisakness of their rivals, and the increase of theit 
lichei by the decline of others wealth, nevev 
imaginld tjiat they hare assumed a very^erponeous 
staoddrd* It may serve to shew the greats or 
lesser degrees of power and riches,. but not to 
shew who are really rich and powerfiil: this error 
would signify little if it were not for its conse« 
quences, but unfortunately they are most perni<* 
ekms, for they cause it to be conisidered vts the 
M 9 principal 
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pria^ipaLinaximrof policy tOido(.ev«fy ftkia^ Ipos^ 
sible to M^alqea' their 'enemies, or those .that i vkdPf* 
become such, and that they canionly be rtcfarat die 
capeose of their rivals ; tbey.perceivetnol; that! the 
effect of this princtplie is td make eviecy oneiheir ri^ 
val ; they see not that the elttabKshmen t of coatdiiis 
is in! direct opposition to every liberal and gene- i 

jrous principle!; :tliey see Bot that by. hinder^ the 
finee commerde of other nations, within theirldomi-^ 
nions, they deprire themaelyed of the samei^advitn- 
ts^e; they see notthat besides depriving tt^enuelves 
of this mutual benefit,, they reduce to indigence 
innumerable families, who might easily find sub- 
sistence if tbey coukl buy at a low price the pro-: 
ductions of foreign nations, and sell, their own- at 
a greater; they see not that they compel .many: to 
be roU)ers for want of subsistence, niaither do they 
con»der that the customs constitute a fuithieir 
capital than is requisite for commerce, which, they 
thus contribute to ruin, so far from supporting, 
because they deprive many citizens of the benefit 
of trade, who, by their good character, might begin 
to trade upon credit, by thus requiring the ad« 
vance of the duties, which is a sort of capital, by 
anticipation. Finally, 4hey never reflect that the 
produce of tliei labour of that immense world of 
beggars, robbers, smuggiers;, custonihhouae oflicers^ 
tide-waiters, &c. who are .maintained, or who 
atwve in idleness, would amouat to much Biore | 

than 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



165 

thim ttie pkx)dt>eB:;of it^^ customs ihemddtes, and 
morp than is JKaken ftMa other natitMis; : / 
i'i Let.us con8tflttbe:hiBtory;of the world, ^and it 
wiJJril»cfoaiid an ertoi? toIi)^fi€iv.e thai? any one uu< 
tlton lite ^ever ox^ed tlt« {prbspecity, <br even^tTife 
9iigh%e$t^eiidfit)tol:Ue'eBtabhshinent of customay 
^ti*ithat! isdoner^w ^iktast thi^^ will be : Jtihewruin > of 
«Hu'i#Wi^^atteRdit6^tbe'declmebf Spain, we sfaall^ 
find tlmtiitbiG^an:w$kb ttie establishment of cus^^^ 
tbihs,:n<dtwjtbstknd]n^>tb»t the causes to which H 
m riikuafly'. ascribe^ ^existed bdbre, and notwitbr 
itandiiigiith^yi ^ad tiotithen » thew woricj'mbre: rich 
ifii'4snAverr£t[K| i'gold : than the old one^ w^^hall fiudy 
thflftfrtboughvlhesecaases'jexisted, its s^tua^oniwAa 
innporoiiM wbj^ei >iti)enjoyed/the lib^iity )Of tcommotcie^ 
Ifn»>€ii(i6ti8Qltl|ie ihiatorynof tbe/pfrosperity: of rfifi^ 
h^'inreriDhallifiiid thipt itaM9efrQm>tbeidbolitii)ii)o£ 
1ko9» ^)dbstaruGtioas;^ rwliidh look! sa inany bsiikdat 
ftqnv tagrimi leaner rand Ttfrdnstiyi the .want of wbicli^ 
ifbei^ifdeprived Spain lofiso many . useful ikbdartns^ 
at^ d(ifffietoent:pemdsj'.s of Charles tb& 

RtBt ?)ii)ttitt0' the system ofcustonis Engjilind ow^s 
nothing '/but. wars and ^dispfutes. We shall fiod 
tooylbat notwkhstaiiding its boasted Navigation. 
Acl'and^ its .corn lawsi 'which form . the principal 
paHb oi>it9 sy^m ofiCust(;Hns, the^ei&penses ^^bicb 
these t^st<am0uht/;to mQtQ itban :tlm .whole >prOft' 
pertyi of khe English nation*^ We shall find too, 
th^t no4twithstaiKling.thi$^)«^oinicai^ managemeot 
;• of 
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and uDcontreifed axfiebditiirei of olhi^ Saabapem 
Hafjons/I^iglaod; ^speeds. ;ber! whole tevfaas^' in 
suf^popt xff diiir 69i»MifchTiieni) besidfes.Aiaidiiy:!^ 
debt { funded aunA oinftipded, mhith^.^m t^ idft 
of Jaauaryv ISiO^ atfcduiKtedito <ii811;^8^9ftl^ 
We shall iind!t(Mi, that the Jiterert oCrtbisr'ii^ 
/ <t(mlra0tedi$oiel3it.ia; airport' of ithe^etistai^ 

syfifceiidv amouilils 40. ^e^fy tbr^anmial ' isilue : of .lA 
luer! BiiportB, a i&ysteib iwliidiirifi tbcv^oftesc tiiat 
siiraUxiwB up . the etsok-ibotia exp&dsesi of iha- fing^ 
Usii. nation^/ i?Fbich hinders ! tbe itmn^uii esn^inairt 
ii$iik ibdiistry ; whibh beeps itialperpetuil'iABriii 
for' its ipf odperit}^! and xoaa ^never fa^i^^any' Dtfacb 
eSetc^i evenloa(fld(iiie alvrays li^eiat ipdac^ythmoita 
rwti'its indttafty^bfy ebban^n^itbejA^ideHOff labout^ 
iHtidi (thus des4ii)a]pifig il9< xiidilipfair&idb !iaiibii Ibi^tigsi 
xiaikat^. Tha-ciS&iBft^ of ^dns ^^^stetn oA^ die noiAr 
Grille' and the ibobI iiidlHBiruiub.natronsiiaf Borope 
i$ciffimeh4ily.pMye/tbat it-ds agco^ irmrtc^miisigme 
iAm aiiy riktiiki can be indetiteditot it ftir its p]K)ak 
parity J ikj^ n49( lete an etmt tcy bdKeve tiabt; tmi* 
tJom^, even at/ the expense ?of so many eviis^; .bmi 
be df any servme in promoting indndtirjr 0ir;cpai*^ 
ibeiice. Spain Mis a proof to the Gontrftryv Thife 
inabiifectopy 7]nC c?ri%^%Je8taUisbed at Sbvilie^ 
was one of the beet nl Euiiope, add one of thi^ mostr 
useful to Si)aib^» on/ aceou«lt of her great cotisuinp^ 
ti da of that arti^e. Ttes^ govmnhent^ fdf the: sake 

of 
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' of I tbbix»iiufiiclth(3r^ laid; a Yiitmy 6ni^ oniailr! f^ 
mgn druggetsi* The Engliab mei^hant9, tkm 
stesuig themtelvra clepvi\ned of $»a advantageous: ^ 
bmncti 6£ consuenercei fi^itmod. a: o^mpmy in ordev 
to enin lhe,ttiiaa«%;terera of Sevilte, a&d tQ njal^ 
itiiinpwi«ibfe f6TWf Spaftracd to rrval them; bjf 
ttMF^ jmeabs tfeey 0<>iiiiired to sihoggte'one hsiS 
Mdc^lHQ^ the d«ftid» on the other half imponted^ 
slodiytit to wllthesoTticls lower ^hannt could pos*< 
t^itijr beirlanufa0l|Kediti Sfntio. . The c^onsequenoo 
^tliisi WM, that in* 4 few years the niama&btoiry jcif 
Seville Tiras' mined, and the £o^sh rematined scdie^ 
a^oitets of thi» braa^b of commerce* The Engli^ 
would never have thought of such oieasiMresi H 
t^ Span<8b goverdment had chofien rather to 
Iliad, the English druggets witb d)Kiti^s; and bad' 
aii.iHis|ed' tbem with icarpital to eatablisb iQpiie^ 
manofaiatuteb of the isame kind,. with which w> 
ferei^er ooUtd have viied sftetrthe manufmtaiiet 
wasresu^ieiitiyukdownt ^in Spdin^ oonslidiert<i!i9 «h4^ 
pites^saed the raw ptaitesials at the cb^pest ii^teii 
anid^cf! the best; c^poal&ly* Liberty i« tbe only sbr^ 
prDt^etiof^ei^whieb a government can a^iford t0 sill- 
ivdimdtiiris(i Whenever any foreign material iff 
lodded'witb dirties, or totally probibitod, itgefie-^' 
raily Ji«|if)ensiCha/t it serves only to increase smug-^ 
gttJQgf, and rain. the national merchandise, as with 
tha dsroggfets of Seville; it has also (ifae eff<^et of 
spoiting the mamufactiure, because, When a mer^ 
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cHant IS sureof selKng his goods at i any ante!,* ao 
pains tWill be taken to ^iv<e ^tbem miy iinpioye^ 
ment. : It is tfae interest af;ev>e]y individual iiier« 
(Chant to have as^ few competitore as possible^ rand 
to be at as little expense *as possible, biit<this Is 
not the general interest. . . Liberty is the .only 
meansiof securing equitable prices^: and improv:^- 
ment of the mianufactures. Whena: the induatryjaf 
a nation is well applied^ there, is. little fear' of 
competition, because all thei expaise of earriago 
from other nsdions is saved. When it is not /^l 
employed, then ccnnpetition da a benefits to. i the: 
nation, because it will be a mesLOs of stimulating! 
to improvement. ». 

* If arguments so strong can be found ^against the. 
system tof^cttston^, considered, only as. a subject 
of political economy, . how much more Weighty 
reasons will the.BM^list find for detesting so 
imquitous andi anti-social an institution: It is 
this which iays suchi a restraint on all nation, as 
to hinder, them fi-om enjoying the falessingft af- 
forded them>>by the bounty of nature. It is thia 
which foments hatred, envy, and jealousy.- Ilia 
this whichi separates nations' from each other by 
insuperable barrieni, which opposes itself. t6 the 
enjoyment of those natural propensities which the 
Author of nature has implanted in all :men, in 
ord^ to rendlBr their union and co-opertition more 
complete. The genius of evil could not havQ 
; ; invented 
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good, fa^maiiily'has pot an>eaeiny iless ^gttHeKnis^ 
more implacable, and more i immdrsBri auh folly 
cannot be :cjarri»dito a greater eltfea«cr> ilotii/ to 
8uppose4iiat SKich anieatebhafaineiikt'i^ beiad'wiit-* 
tagfeoifis toi^njrlpaition^tit any.f)eriod of /ifaeoMArM* 
I Rq;ifesentatives of tfae^^iSf>avi9h''pe9i>ltvio;vlio 
li&ve.:igrailtedl tfami the iiiierty^of ttoe {f«esa;.thaft 
(biv^kyj ostiacbiiii^bt ^bei r^^wMblished 'int^isrmpft 
{mci€ru»(ri^ta,'vyotxj<to»Jwh€knrriaf«f C(»iKkd> the 
i»tionaJ sakaticin and ithe pbwisifibf nakiiignft)^ 
tai*y reforma, i^ you:wUk'to re^qtmdle^tbe/iQtefcata 
of^'the Amegricabs aitd tite SpMfiaMs^andifto/fM- 
petuate tbe 'prosperity of' dpats^ yoivini]8lit4)^yi 
by renbuncdngi that (fpirit ofriu^labipiati'd edmity 
wbicihhi^ filled all^the n«tioi» of'Etirdpec'ifiFscM 
auade yoiimilves^ t^this undeniable >lru4)b^ dlat !l!lr« 
politiettl 'as well aa the> natural world: CMki &mt 
only 1^ Mutual ooj-operajtkm and dapenideqoe ; ibel 
firiead ofib4s'ed|ftii!lry.i8 therdbvq the fia^nd^^ 4tl 
mankind ; he -who ^ would limit this* lave ;tat(0D^ 
nation, or to looe^ people, >ftBst^es his iow^-iinw 
interest, land tis* ^tuated pby > m spieit> of ^i^ride^iair 
injusticei :^^ R^phesentativea of tfaaSpan^ah^ people,: 
itbdongs to jnoku to «atay^ such aTej^hdidattf 
custom&ias, to; auiite the interest of Spain with that 
of ail otbifr nations ; but if you wish to make ai 
reform riSie^most use&il, the meet ncble, aKd> the 
mmt juatfiCtMti ^^^tx wss^rintehcbd Mrefisotody 
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fabolM^Mtev^r.lheryifaote estafatiifaiMBfl cfieoi^ 

fittel liuB aii&tlQsokiti<m^ it 

ot Wflite Spt»v the e«iijr oatioo^ t6 adopt tikis ina& 
sitie^ fit iiri tcuoe iJmIi sbci eouki rnot: etxpecl ita derive 
allithe AttvftBfagmfrQnrit sbe^nbight.expeat wl)pii 
adGf>t<pdli|gF< ptbemf bcitf it w'-ouLd tiiure many good 
tifbcrls jMid sito bud !Ofiti, wtn nri thfar . ttgfat. . Ill 
Ofipiisititm la this; iMraeyePy it Thi^ibe.'said that 
wit dBfll)JiMre iMrfi)i9(bf^e/to*opeiroiie4{i!(>rt9:tQ w 
odknr inttioii IrfaiiQb lays ie^ti^iiitS' ;ob! ode ciaBH 
Bte9Cft.;r;aad:)fJevfiry otheic.mtioiv wa^ to say ttid 
M«|e,f all waaJbi Joiit^motiialiy sMkhi^ itte^ oii^D 
iu|i^ iaild 'never .t>pete ihair ^jj;e5 to ^heir tceur i»f 
tctieati iManuftuifciiresr perhaps^ wilkgain kiltk h)i 
itat first^'tbot itxsa.grCMta mbttikd toiisay tbbt th^ 
wJM neb scion !feal its gmid eff^»« .iLcrtMi^ ittpft 
^eae^ tlucl Spain/ ^boidd? at thMi rtioin^t igianit a 
Ma HDportalion; and eoc^^tation .;to /tM aittidiMi 
#iiaiftVer^j£ otkr pwts i9!oidd rimMdiaittlyJbtefuil 
otfifbretga gooda^ it^naigiht besaid^.are aboiild aoott 
bardraaned of klaadaultaUiOBr 9|iapie$/and siipjKiaiii^ 
this jto <|ia|if>eni^ it woaU hci no ^eat 'aflriU^fbr tfaef 
afttoajri tfajt repiaiited ^vonld be of jkfaSa same; valuer 
IbaA iadmr)? is. Aow^.wod tha nationr^rfiD far frdmi 
beitogitK Icaer, would be a very gnaatr jgumar, as i 
imre before. attempted to prove. TJK'produKta 0C 
OQir al^iculii»e iroatd' increase,, and rise/ in vakie 
filMritKej inar^aaedjaonsaimptiDD hn&.iiAmfe^itiea;^ 
I If./ '^'\s the 
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«nf9ei;Drtis^|>r^)i4«<:0 witbw*t9eHing their )0wf|irJ» 
Mivimtdge>! ' jp; f^oportioa ' to t^i injciteiy^ a9l# 
of foreigiif go^()iv w*H be %]» i«ois$e^<)f ,TOti|wM4 
§ dock w<iin»iiifwal popi^litioa, ' It iMfH$Tmti OTi»0r 
t£^ilbs^«i^ tbaf(oiir,m0miHittuH«S' wilUti^iito in 
<t99^ue(ii;ff^of a ^oiefp^^tition MAii^iiM«^f(^i^tii«t 
cpui*triesir Mii thhm^ml frwa: tsfilrtfH»*ftg'*i^w* 
s)implioo atwnys.t^j $»tne».!Oir ^wrihon^cwf ifit^ 
TariatJOQi thmjthat wWfebrafWf^sifrow .»,*ffii^f^ii^ 
of popuIaUfop^ w4{ wjii^fct ei>mu4ii9g rip twenf^iqft 

the lege ftHi^igt»^good«:tha4j^rQ ijiS^lJ, tb«0f mUt4w 
*giwMef :<iw*iitrty of niifiraal mfiniiNGM}t(u^esi<€0Pfi 
W«Md^ Jmt , it is not sQ^theMHipre 6^reig^;^'gpfBHJll 
1Ji^-« 9riQ import€(cl, the ,^oWer ttJI^y ^viUlJl^ /$fc9l4i 
tfcdtCimwquenHy thie »fii90S.of euliaisjtwte^.wittJw 
momabtefidanti ilxe great^t w\\h \».tk^ p^sm^.^ 
cenaiMriert^ who will c^tr^nlm -by the . piw# t in ft 
♦f tlmr. labour ito iheimpl^opti qf^ tb* ^tat^^^^Mt 
tile; Ssmalkr : the n]U»ibftr) ipf< idk* l)m^ yfkou9m 
QMopeUed : Mffheg H^i 4 ,|i«iiii^, « a«d ? is^iitW^ ;4I|I 
tiifir ixodiftoe; of the f^»lr^•^baufei^ whf> fmmn^i*^ 
Xkt:ttk0 otbet. lmqd.it «« if»|>P^ible tb^it^ Rgti-: 
<UillsiiretofHidnatHHi sdmold (|pt^:^prOYQd)Wtthi3^tai 
proportiontfee incteMe <^ irSidostr^i^c] qomi^^tcp^ 
^Itfaougfaiitonlfty b^ sfiM 4be<wj^riOiir knoWiki^Ai 
of^ Btoebiofi\f)fSfhicb joth^^l:^ inifipQs poteen w\i^ 
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JMpede the pf b^ress cf'duf tn^tiidactuTM^ if We 
itf«r^afree fifip6rtiftibn fr6m ^tlftr c6»n«1es,^tt 
fti^'bei affirmed tbi^t tbe labour saTed by «M9 
kbowl^dgd '^^ lUft so great as to enable them * tc^ 
Ktal OUT manufactures ; for tbou^ foreijgii tti^ii-> 
fMlturers possess this advantage, oun^y it must he 
Odnsklered, save a)^ the expense of carmgey'bavii 
bMter raw mofteriiiU to work upcMi, and hflvje bdC^ 
prDVM(»tfS'di]^;tebow cbeaperj Besides, t)if»8u^ 
p»iOT %<]^^ledge^of machinery^ is '.not the enclu^ 
iri^^pc^si^sliiM' of afiy^nation, sb that vl^e cannot 
tti J*lttie'*)cquirtft"it, neither IS' it so great a^ Hve 
imagln&i n^ does U extend to articles of commonf 
fnatiuftcture, -whi<fih are the chief riches 'bf IbI 
nUttoti ; and even t^uppto^Jng that our inli^riority j« 
tte» Msp^ct were m great as it is pretended, there 
is BO otbisr tafethbd of remedying it than byifc 
total^ft^d6m o(*Jcommew?eyand wherever thi^^w 
^rtnytted; 'tHi^fe will be no wivn t' of talt^ntr* or 
ingeilrnity to ensure the < improvement of the atts.^ 
Irfhferty and security of persons ^nd property witt 
^60tt hHng>tls^*arti^' from <aH countricJs. it fe 
rtAs which iisli^ proooroi England suplsrlor'^aMists 
evef^siHi^^ the tim^ of^i£lizabetb^ and catea^ the 
nijfild 'fcbsperity oP't^nt nattoh, 'and 4fae w^drnt^of 
It hi»f^ti^en tbeiki'^odi 'Spm& tmterthe time :of 
Fhittp the' Third. ' Should the Spanisb nation bc( 
fMuvialte ^nougi^i^'^obtaiin a good coh^tutloii, 
liikc of talents and^npital will hasteQi to settle in 
'i*'>4^i» a country, 
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Afcoiintxyiiwbich no other. can .then depi»!?etof \4ta 
superior iadiraalages; ^^pain will: henceforth hecosM 
t^ land^iptomise^ ;.: . . 

; Should : the {^her nations of £urope«. finding at 
leogth that the advantages ,6f conim€r<:e acQ/nlu* 
tuid;, conaent to aUo!^v it a total .ffisedoni) th^ will 
all feel: the benefit of so^mse- a resolution, but 
S^in willifeel it much more-lhanothieiB; , It. has 
beei|;oft^ said in thei course of thk bo^,;and i| 
csfiUQt be to6 often re|>eated^ that BJgtiaultmf^^ 
artSi and /coiaunerce.are the .onlyismirce/ of rtofaes^ 
Wit^ut aits and without eomtncireetas nation laay 
posseisis raw, materials^ but .without these abe qw 
neither have canimerce nor indnstry^^ Nsti^iii 
purielyftgriQultural majr .exist-by tfaemselviesf but 
nations that -are chiefly engaged in>€QnAn^^e M 
manufaetures require the aid of4^^rs.: AUiatfX^Sr 
perity that has not agriculture foi? its^owida^iiHiii 
k precarious and uncertain* Every nation rwbich 
prefersi arts and commerce to agriculture, qr wbiph% 
possessing sufficient hands to these thrive .bfanisb^s, 
prefers arts or c(Mnm«rc^ to agrieulturet^ of m» 
strains i its progress by not; peiwitting . tbe %ee 
exportation of all its.produce, thu$ deriving tbaiQ 
of a. great part of their true value, understands^ not 
its ^ own interest. Should i it attempt jbP' c09Vef|; 
its. labourers into artisans, to the injury tof agrieoi- 
tuve,' not permitting the free exportation of raw 
mat^rials» that they may be manu%ctured at hom05 
\ such 
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Mcha natioh woisld prefera depeiidofit .and unw 
oertftin species of labour l^> one dial; is iodep^a^ 
dent and secure. Every nation^ and- ^particQlarljjr 
Spain^ Trhos^ soil is «o .fertile^. and ivhose agri- 
culture is^^o cramped, will not «be more ridi ibi - 
JMissesstiig a greater.number of «[mQiifti<tlZHie»,'b^ 
irill be«o by possessing a greater aumiier of b-^ 
bouiJ9rs, and itMrill be most iiidepende»t.wfaeii 4t|4 
greater, part of il^ labour is en^loyed in pTOdud&|f 
raw materials. Spain iqay be said to he in cme 
of these two situations^ ei&er that oi^ being sdlle 
to sell flax for a million of dollars^ and ta purdiase 
eioth to the same aftiouat, or in that of purehMing 
fiasc for a million of doUars, and sdlrng cloth (cm 
fhe same mon^; she.ivitt be inore independent 
In the £[rst>case> becaase she will hate niova 
bfiyeirS) andbecause, wen though sheshonid not^ 
this >wa>nt will be less i felt, beeause^ the kboarerf 
who cultivated the flax. will inmediatriy cnitivatfl 
some other produce ; whereas^ had the JmaEoufiiw 
tuted cloth been in want of buyos, the attisao^ 
wt^uld have bMu ruinefltb^ne they could, bare 
leamcid some ^abei^ ttede: Spsaa w^ukl be iaiaa 
A>ore independenty because raw materials are not 
eapable of so much improviement as manufactures^ 
and 4he sale of them is more cettain.; the^ profit 
wMialso be greater, because it 'does not reqiiicn 
so great a capital to produce flax as to wea^e Unca 
of an bqual value in money. i 
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. 'The tiadk <dn .which Spain oi%lrt t»' builfl'^her 
(HpuieinGe 16 ^gricultfOTe. If the^fore*he SpaiBhfh ^ 
govemme^it, 'itftder -the idea of improving fmn)aH 
fiteburesy l&ys heavy daties 011 afty raw taa*eriali 
Ihe tj^nsequence wiM be the same as before, diii* 
agriodUure wiH be yufn«l, and even thoulgh ttiat 
dbeukl .not : heppen. to the same extent, yet the 
eoltotry will be a considerable losei*; for evert 
flbould the plougt>itian be turned into an Artisan, 
ttoe^ produce of his labour will be precamus and 
uncertain, because there nevei- can be so ' many 
purchasers of silks «nd crystals as of raw trwlte* 
rials ; a greater capital also is required to establiiH 
a manufactory, and the superior i^kiU sknd know-* 
l^dge of foreign nations will impede our sale of 
these articles. Since then it is evident that a 
quantity of raw materials of equal value to manu- 
ii»ctured goods is always more advantageous to^ 
any nation, and as Spain possesses a soil capablet 
of affording employment, solely in agriculture, to 
Uhri«?e its present population, supposing it to con* 
tsiin twelve millions, it would be ridiculous to 
oontinue the customs to the injury of agriculture 
for the sake, of manufactures, when the former 
could furmsh a more safe and independent employ* 
ment to thirty-six millions of individuals. To 
act thud would fee the height of folly and stupidity, 
and mere compliance wi*h that narrow spirit of 
jeitlousy, which has hitherto been the sole impulse 

of 



Digitized by 



Google 



^.a^jop to:^ lisytiqijy?* . That wbic> beCPtO^ 
^e^^v^pniifteftt^ is; tq re.ipQLYe every .obstaql^ ^ 
tfe?iiSWogj[:^9f^ of papulation ajn4 ijftd[ii§tiy- Ssioce 
it.]£;.^<)t,p9ssible tojin^ a 0ipg}e iQHteince ija which 
qpa^tojpQ^ ^o not. withdraw aiQumber of useful 
ha^s: from labour, .or fail, to ipjur^ agriculture, 
solely by, the duties on foreign prQduse,jthi^y: never, 
can suit a country lil^e Spain, whoise sqil ,afibj^ 
sucl^ constant empk>ymeht to its inhabitsuits, an4: 
W^tose productions are so various apd of $Q ex- 
cellent, a quality as to be superior to those of ^U 
Europe; these alone, supposing her agriculture; 
to be improved to the . utmost, ougljt to make hex 
richer than any other nation.^ 
;,£)» Bernardo W^ pajiculatesj tlj^at in his tjap^. 
Sp^inhad 18,000 leagues^ square,, of her best laqd: 
uncultivated; and supposing, at the lowest, thajtr 
Qfie league jsquare woujd employ. two thousj^iifl 
persons, the uncultivated land of Sp^in wpulii 
furnish employment to, thirty-six naillions pf per'*, 
sons. To be convinced that this calculatk>R j^ 
Uot exaggerated,. tl^e province of Biscay, which is» 
in general the wor$t Ifind in the Petiins^l^^ tii> 
forty-three, leagues square, of which it ^is com- 
posed, gives subsistence to 110,000 persons, whiob 
is 2,400 for. each league, _and this proyipce^ baiSi 
no resources but those of agriculture, be^eu^e. the; 
produce of its iron manufacture, as it is all draw.O: 
from its own soil^ being raw nxaterjgli^t belcsi^lta 
* * its' 
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it8 of Hculture^ and ndt to its mauufaeUifesv Why 
tHen seek for manuikctures^ and be so desirous to 
Buppbrt the fatal system of cttstoms,Vhich costs 
us so much money, so many hands^ and so many 
wars, even tould it ani^wer the end proposed^ 
when we have another source of wealth so much 
more lucrative, mcNre independent^ and more cer<* 
tain. When the uncultivated land of America 
iCffords an extension of Ilibour for the production 
of r$,w ihaterials!, to ^ population that miight be 
grgfeter than that of all Europe^ tfrhy support an 
eMablishm^nt which impedes that popuiation 
without any other motive than merely wishing to 
keep down the industry and improvement of other 
ni^ions > It is the height of folly and iui|9rtidenpe> 
No nation fn Europe can furnish a quantity of 
labour in agriculture equal to Spain^ because all 
together they h^ve not so mueh land^ nor sd much 
that is uncultivated, and their population is greater 
in p^ciitipn ; fbr'this very reason, no nation can 
be SO" much injured by the system of customs as 
Spain. Other nations may find an excuse for it, 
in the fear of a want of hands to labour in case of 
an excessive population, but Spain need have no 
such ^pprebenMon. 

The freedom of commerce may, perhaps, excite 
an alarm in the mindsc of those who are ^ccu8»> 
tomed to respect all ancient institutions, but it 
can never intimidate those who^udge of nothing 

N without 
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tlitithout a l^r»ri4Mis.€mni&ati0d|.Md from cmiiruit 
tibo of itft ^om^quencn^' Shoakl the/silfa^t be 
placed Mb a light Buffioien«l]F,'clter9 ev^ry thii^ 
may be expected from, the fathers of Abtif QOUiitBy» 
chosen not to confirm 'dbusea, btit' to enact .tha 
reforms which the aation lequires^ Bvaty jlhitig 
xney be expected fiom nien wtun lunre'giveti aucb 
prooft of their probity^ fheii zeal for: jaistlce^atid 
the cause of liberty. .Such a oieaawe, bteideg 
being the tmfy oiie Which can aHaare the pros^ 
perity of' agriculture; sdrts, add comm^ice, will 
also reconcile the int^tots not only of Spain and 
Aiiierica, but of all. other natiom>'by de9tjroying 
the seeds of enmity and Jiatrod. which ]»p€ide the' 
g€fneral felicity. If Spain was the means of ie# 
yiving in modern times an esfahlishnftent wluch 
had rtd ^origi & in the moat, conrupt pmod of Roman 
despotism, and was^eagerfy .adopted by ether 
nationsf because it served tto rbnder tlieir goy^mt 
menty morte arbi4iraryi she ought to aspire to. tin} 
glory of putting ^an «d td it« > Ifi tbet Spanish 
governmentvratt' tlMiifipstthatiiBifordi^n to snjb^ 
gate the Spaniard^ hndtfhrdateo otb^ . liatijQn^i 
invented stand»Mg;ankiies..atithe iea;pefijoe .^ tb^ 
laborious part of society, she ou^ttt^tobe tbe ftrat 
to abolish an estahlisbment,. whiohiiAl iarnotiipos- 
sible to continue 3iviihdut Jncffea^ngilbetiAUinbef 
of tiK^seveVy addieft^ aiid>mlttntam|ag in, idkm»9 
a gneait pDrtfon ^f.die hapds thitt.arc lost.to agri^ 
. : V . . culture 
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eiftkiinn and .immiiiiiey .iShfeJa/tkbJMPt: -%¥!!(> 
oogiit to attempt rtoiqntisMivQ ibtbarMiiQiiioitsv'atf 

ta jiOoptyiwd jJrHlhf wfaidii tii^ bll ttiknW' 'At behig 
tickthut^m^mHi iiKofnatKotbefiiiie'tiiAii' to makcf 
thetfi i9iii<|iiu5rtMe i (Aei minrbcir' <si idbe ibiods^ and! 
cmJMfuibilif H^aflDi 4ply iDiMtfetifibcnMcKisitind pc^ 

it« dkMiMrs^tkfgldl^ alidcttafiMwd attitbose wfabf 

feiifmti;tfte);4^Mlilr€ftM^ 

tbeail <Jf 'Hldef|eiidMcb:4ttttite«)<^ of iCositberoeV 
of wfaiclil thd^iMMmcii»t^)iii|pcbilti itle^nMiev as M 
mttiM^iham hiih^Q/ikbttdiidtsfioti^irily' idu»i^^ 
each othefy atid ^«ttk»owldlgi^ 06 4aw^ba« thatiori^ 

Oil th^qhtertat bf ^liridlies in tbe pacitfidiiUotii 
«fi <ALiq«ri€a, I witi'tiati sulSer Aay^hT to -bie Idd 
astnfy tbythe love of my ooiinvry^^ mtUout any; 
6tfafir Motiv^e. :i Lwitt^DOit imitafo the.piaitial'^nii^ 
rmpoKtiQ' coiid«Mt of i<mie E^glk^h 'vt^riteiitf^ tt^ 
Might almMt^beconiidered us in the ttitidtiM? of'tk^ 
grMt<6tiamyi>rhum£mi alitiirdj Wiitli the-di^sign cif 
foiMMini^ the di¥ii(k»i ^[iM^eM i^6'«illi^ nation^r 
if .i«(ek)ttt4yoi know thd iMgtfai o^ vi4)i<^im0n ^441i 
g^twh^hiiOiey^af^ t^lely otid«v^lbe iiitflbetoeie<><f)^ 

pa^ioiiiiH<l ^iUMkbpilfli^ ^ain^e'Of tlibse judf^ 
cii)Mrt»iBa§l«hllidbv«'w4^ to 
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the SpaMuardfi;whid| they <|«Mrf«» seek not die 
pf^pervation <^theitowii.JMp|BlMM inniiiiing thtt 
^ their tUy^ xhm. j^tuxti^tkmi^ef ^England* io ttd-* 
ing hfer toii^ake offth^tUowtm^idpiawi^B^^^^ 
power and. amUlioii.thiMtfiimaU^Ewnti^ I.iHIl 
be bri^, for i&e BKNie wUeb; i mean to. pikHmw^ of 
reconcilifif ;th6<l»teimta of '%^ a»d Jutmmf 
19 that vdiioh iOq^|ly witai tli^ U)ten»ts of mir 
allies, for ;tlbft w«9iwto s.aC. fiaatiito^ o^yer iii 
opposition but vh(»a tboy-Mi^^o afft iik|]i»tfy«. 

The inter^tfe^f Mr^aKUas;»a tho pia<|^^ 
Amerioa Quay be :coii(|idiaiie4iii.;%;^^ yght# 
and al^: in .a. Ugbt intqe}yre«0|EiQfii^ : In estam- 
iaiog the aiiil^eet poUtksd^>:4txiiaj^^ 
ks9 false tjbaa u«jii6t^tft#t.^|ie M|^^ should look 
with indifference on the tuw of^iiother; but such 
is the spii^it of envy, and; je^om^^^b^t^ nothing 
can undeceive theoif . U was9 thia^iniquito^us 
poUcy which caused the (luBkof/S^i the grmt states 
of aittii^ity. The same conduct has afforded 
firequQBt l^ons : to all gov««nmeats aodeyr the 
vsUfpeddoininiotaof Napcieon^tthey have, all beto 
|he victims erf* this det^i^k^ mo^llty . Losw and 
groveling: pas^ons and paltry private inti^r^tSt have 
cm^ »U of tbeiQ tp fi»:get .the main oibjiect and 
hindejfed them from cordially uniting ngaiMt. the 
9ni](iea8urable wdhitioix of th»% darui((-adventuif»r» 
who well knew how to introduce and ft>ment the 
seeds of discord and diviaioiiy and tbusisutgugate 
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th^se V&6m hS ikb<i diddhifed. Hii^ Berlin and 
^Mila* decife^s,^sb rui*<)tis to all nwions, and s^ 
^«dhU|iuli>lisly»ob86i^d Tjy his tributary statei^, 
»be\r fte^^t^iiiatiiig power of this usurps, and 
•pfov^ h^rw c<ympiet»ly i^ th^ p6- 

4lfie^ll'6idatK:e of'fiijflN(>pe; Englsaid h the oy% 
l»at^^hi^'haS]^^j<^9)j^BuppD^ the contest; 
"sind'Vi^l&ch tjif u is enabled t6 

support' if, f af h^ tftaif^siibi*}! t^M ^6miDiou4 
peaCfe.^i r* tTif8'Vt«l^6f things Napoleoh, l^ *h4 
^ee oiFTflWit;^ tiH4rig-eii^i*ed*the iEranquTHity 4tf 
tite north; empl03^**^ ifl ftcq«ifii% 

ltht& 'doikfitokm -ovijiKSpiiiii^ isf whose gbv^mment hfe 
got pdss^sstcm hy means^he most aitfbl and iiidii' 
diotis* The Spaiiish peisrpto, ^ithdut beMg atertn^ 
^ at ttie dbrigeira whieh threatened them/Mand 
iHthoisit h^Ting time t6 arrange their measures for 
^Ihe mos^ glorious enterprise the world fever »dtt\V, 
reiiolv^d rather to perish iti the stniggle than'btib* 
mit to an odioui^ and tinprincipled ttsui*pei*.J — 
Whaftevet wfere theit itootives for this heroic de- 
ferminatidn, thiey deserlred to be croWned ^witft 
UniVer^l apptau&i^', atid 6Stetnpt from the severity 
oferittcisml ■ ' ' ;' 

' If the first new^ bt this noble tesoliition 

Astonished ^those whd werer' tin acquainted i*ith 

, ihii Spanish dharaelier, tlfe^ first events of the 

. cbiitesf miiSt hslve surprised all Europe, with* 

oiit ev^h excepting' those Whe believe in the 
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(tdaoQk iB'.no /iPiHll dogt^e, eiod filM w>th }»yiAl 
,tlw frjeiKjii, ,of; iljb«f ty , /of tl^htcyp . tbe?^: :»«) ■ »fH' « 
Ifewip Wjaftc©,i;i'W»e,«wsf <rf:tfee>SpiBBi4rd».WttB 
■the oaus^ /of Englandtiiaiul f>s:tl^t re»s«m:^bQ:4ifl 
«?* he»Jta|t0 ftii3PiQiilint.t4^a«Rft dner poiiittMfva f tltt- 

ia»tipa«l spnitfiifh^, JEngl^^nfCMfrtirninedt i^i^uWif 
^fW only tHe .<»t|^(fifiS^if»l4fe,4Q(i^Aclcid its 

4»tjjDnft<; lWAfttiwQul4(^«rfti|M^Q<tbe!g^i)»tif])<of 

Anfi»(i¥beo p^te^iofulihef ;«>n*il»^ftt, how, icqaj^ , 

fkPireiii»t9nm of,|B4igll»di§w»fc non ; ne«r .Mn.mw^ 

dared to contemplate the fqture lot of h}thi^1)irti)r> 
fi^4jffeei(Coptini?nis.il^en,>yhQW3l!i9'-i^c.jwwfr of 
MwolpOflj wha^, fiftuy, )^v^.,hv)d^3()thart,MndiQg 1 

3m»yi<»fter.afii)y ^f<>ft t|^sv>biia^t^ ftf :Efiff<an4:? 
^W?»8uppp«.ipg(ithat,t^©pt^.ile<)ts J^eiMJ.gWe . 
|p; jfrwtii^ }ai§ ^t^pptejiyet^ mh^p^^fill 4hf f9ft» 

■ ■■':>.■■ . 9f ' 
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flfr%«H»P wA^.AB^fm yve^^^^^^ to h^J^ vessel^ 

IliCiWieftaWJiPglwHi 4qi«X«^^ rnaintain the 

contest? Wirt>$»* BftJ^i^rce h^^:iQ4ustry woqU 
p^risl),J»^:<j>p<||3ie ^o^^dj be ruined, and the ^o- 
v^rnmenf iat ftffiSWtiyi^rs^wojild have no means of 
mai»ta)QJOg hft? .aroiy and navy^ The oply re^^ 
source ,wi^aifting VfO^i^d fee ^ peace inore danger- 
pil$ tjigp, \fM\\foT ajl ,who,^e,^9qu^jnt^d .with jthe 
o^Rffl^SSumble apt3iiti«)n pf.^^fl\eon nj^ust be gon^. 
.vii^edtbiat i$ sy/Q^ %P^ac,ft^jV^^oul(l pot jillpw h?f 
tO;freperv^ her n^^ritMt^,,4ow»i9ni:Q ^vep jj^ 
iii4i3pQ»plepce, jan4 fthf)yW:l|^.eypn.g7:^^nt her te;;ni9 
«8^air§i]^ly hoPQiPabJs, w^Qris to gii^rante^ ^hj^fQ? 
W wfeat co.nfi^ie9cet/<;qv)d be filsRsA in .bi,»,Rr(jf 
iQiJ^esi, qfter his,perfi4K>u^ conduijt •^Ovtlje ,c,oiN?t of 
&pm ? Who^i?a9 Tlqvbl: t^ftt py^^ i( hjs treaty .c^ 
»»4e.,TOre,sWC|«re. iWi W9uid/B0t:.i)uj'ittg tlj^t 
imrtpcit, ,fe^ %piJBg,squ4|f^rons qqd, V»i?S,fr)r,, her 
f»1W*> %9^i»«#fipB;?Wi SMlpry .;4ogs. jipt afforsl §i 
8ingl6vinft%n4?g:;^f.§;n^ti9R; ?yj>i<jh bsp^iif^^jabused 
itetvpeweri mwl^ lfWsjG§ai it bfi e;?j)pcted that ^ 
i^, who^bo? *^<lJVr-ft4r:i|0 iB\}ct>^j,^d by such 
ISim»% 4kho^i4 feililQ-iyift^j ^h? fix»fl3p^ of 9the;s 
i«i*» ^«i<^<J4*>an hijaa^^f^ . Bnglajp4 cj?,a.qnly ^ope 
*» ; fw^fer«^ci . te^r ipdppeiiiJ^ce ; wbeo » §be sesea , the 
^^f^G^jOf^pAWC^I' in ^(^^f^)y:f,Q|st4>^ed oufhe 
cc«)tiD#nt,. • 1{ Wv^pt j^ykjffifjiejpt th^f^Nippjeon 
aboudddihi it: is requi&iU^.tbat hPr^i^cp^orshouId 
jftot pOssjess the satpe power^f^Ml «i^tions are 
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ambitious, *and if the aggnmditfeaKUrt ef one is net 
Restrained by the power of »pthw8, thdit ae^inity 
will always be precartp>as land uooeit^tD. • 

Spain is the only n|itkm of Ihe continent that 
possessed virtue and valoqr anffibient to^^ oppose the 
Colossus that "bestrode^* thefeWv She went te 
Vrar not for the sake of conqvteftt or ambkious trea« 
ties of commerce, it was aolely ^ secureher political 
existence, and with that, the liberty erf* all other na* 
tions that wiiihed to be independent. England, who 
was yet free, and had spared no exertions to pre* 
serve her liberty, could not but admire her effokU^ 
and contributef to support a eaiise which was also 
lier (mhJ Had she act<^ otherwise, she would 
have sacrificed her own independence; hereon- 
tluqt, therefore, was dictated by sound policy.^t^ 
The first successes of the Spaniards fiUM both 
them and their allieswitba vaiD and imj^udtat 
confidence, bdt it was nrore firdm^the eSeet ofertor 
or inexperience ih thb art of War, than the want 4»f 
patriotism, that this first period of success. Waa 
short and transient. Theit^ reretoes began iithett 
Napoleon found" it re<j|ui^ite tor^inforee bki atniea 
in the Pelnins^la; His progress was tb^ like 
li^tning, and his triumphs were cobsideMd t^cnte^ 
because he reckoned only oil* ^nttbdtng i^rith 
regular armies: The troops wlM<;h had diefended 
fhe good cause were isiid^enly dispiersed, aild those 

* Shakspeare's Cesar. 
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0f our aHic« tiioiif ht^bejrcaiifM only bewared by 
afetiritig.fSN>m'tte cootineilt 'THegetikal opinicnl 
began to nimn ^iigiiiti'^tO'^^ inVindbilitj o^ Na* 
^le(Mif and comidatffSi M ft»tfaer exposition' to 
liitn lis *ra!^ and iMfliK^tuali^ Tliose writeri^, wJio 
t^tbeT tii90Mgh"ali ill fonnded ^ pi^ossefssion or 
jbeing in the pay of NapoleOn^ ^argued agaitist the 
<$ao8e of S^iBf, oiteinpted^ ti> ^^saade the Eftg^i&h 
'gdWrament fkrni mipportiAg a caiise which could 
no* longev te ^dpported. The spirit of discord 
.b«^n to unveil $tself^ and the effects of it were 
aliaffriiiog. - *' The Spainiardfs/' said these men, 
>' aw no longeiMworthy of support r they are actuated 
-Mldy l^^upemti^ion and % love of despotiamv it 
lift' im^posaitde Dlwy ean'^^acceedv^* To aupp<^ 
tt\km: aigutomta thejy quoted tho di^rpisiti^bea'^ of 
'G^iieiid A|D0t«^ ' Experi^ce has/flilly reftiteA 
Mlffe^riblkeobi' idem that offiber l^ad* formed of 
the Spaaiafdi^i which hb allied aa the chief cause 
iyf iiis relreati ' Tbose sufMratitiotia^ enalared, and 
^jeet Spftniardi, when left to theqiaelre^, resisted 
itte WhfO}«ifirah<^ force: htofoib>^hicb^^^^ Moore 
ir««rt(MeAJ)atid 4hi$4j^!Iidaii9^M)0ii<^ annfUIated that 
^im^ ini^^ few m<mtiis,^htch had^ caused such 
'teifbr |a' tkm » fingKsil eonmfaader^ and since that 
time thero has not been: a single French sdldier 
iin^itfafe province c^'Oallicia; this is a "fiict, and 
ifafctsspeaklbrtiiettiselvesi'' -^ rti 

; The perseverance of tke SpaniandcAin following 
. ' 1 up 
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tbc^^ iv^Q : btivc) i9i(it00i^eiQb to .Mur asaoog tiiem. jln^ 

0f)|^ii#roii9 to r^frtomh: ib#m in^itb • Jj^ifl^ )i^«rfi»rw 
jttine^r a6d yet from tbe .first- roofMintrfq^fi tbwae- 
{vw9«ay tibe . jQumber of .thp^e ha* incrf aiicid ' who 
oppfm their ^Gius^iiaQjd counsel its abandpniBeiirt. 
At leogth arose the. American i&iiurrectioci>,.wb}cb 
fw^n <ham€tepi*«5d' with eyery majck of i horrible 
faction, as iu aiubiois ;mted wi^oiit atiy ii«lthi>- 
ri9^4 ^ po^^^> ^d tbmat^ned with ;rdbbe][y a«d 
ftsstasift&tkti aUwbo reCwed to jom their p9it|^» 
Hbua .9heitittg eMideRt^flitgm; of a^tiag undear. tbe 
iofltt^^octe^ of IfapQ}i$t>ii.. li I9. snf^iBut^*^ kmtv 
-tiwlit iflicK«i*j8»€Kt lifiUx thte.;d«!(lign»:of itb^^peifr- 
^oyfc tjrittil^ejp ito itigwatiser^^e^^^ tawi .Df t*©^ 
Idgm wd ei^^ryrfroe* ftatiao/ JhQlS^i^^fiiim 
'oonddquietfdejof their ^achineftttailb^'fiitol fli9(f»- 
tem we b«l?e ftttem^ed ;to^ expoee, jefiiiHiitHilPM^ 
view with. exii}tatii>i}.;th^>^lU3W9'fra«ij A^amieAi^Ufi 
^calamitous to* Spatn; Even Ae modenidtaipafftyi iii 
^gbod not only wish for ihe9ttpamtie»>clf Amih 
iriica, but vopenly speak tin ;it8> defeiimr.t] Itiiisiiti 
situation too critical, and/im .0eitaflpio(n;f too fearfitl 
for aiy 8chi*m to; «iriaibbetwe«i.tt».!8qd .Great 

Britain, 
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,w««iM^(|i«itfa«DP «K) Ko8ItnA^y¥lb}|)9/t|#l9f«fl' 
^ttfw lotitlmiotioim, efifin^iimngiti^9ii:Ammv» ,w 

^v«i fl»#t«lJ»Qd lit* i^mpif?h, MfriftxfrJ|W¥>si»»:.:Pf 
9fltftJflr9i»ii»tef>ir0k(ft;.of Fiiwicsiiiiatui-IPiKl^i'tr.^ 

•nMiftp«M|eq(K. tiTdli6qfppamtWQf^.0f $fiM»<;^ffMP< \m 
QfAiini9ii ami imet^i. '<hf^:MimtdigeQfi%n4iOrM^^t 

F0w«fi <,«i>')1th«) <ismtinmtH .-t^ftt^wl^ifj jaAt^^jN^^ii 
oC'h«f ^enlmofW) awl i*>«« ifliMijy tf^.^^^^avBcH 

XhwittK both nations mutually to revise and coFr 
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-rect thdr miKtary «irrote, but Hdthili^ mH' hb. 
more impotitic and injiAi^i thdn ferlhis wtitem 
W each nation to replMaeii eiach other publicty 
with these enors atid Midlnkes ; it can only serve 
4opr(k}tice' hatted' an^ <}tSdetitioih atid ptoeiote 
the^^ deiligfis of the ehefinny 5 nothing 111* my^ bpniioik 
can b^'tUore in^udeftt thafi the c<»idtim df imoy 
*£ilgli&h '\^iterd, who ^s^niBttt^ ^all the ixperati^m^, 
md claitki for the British the mht3t^>rmi\i^ ievtery 
iglorioiirilt achie^emisAt $ Wth het¥h enough to 
boast of and^to ainedd. -The nation which juitty 
deseirves' the ta^bute due to virtue 'and glory, 
4iM4eits 'that ohnni when It aspires to unmerited 
^Tse. Modemtiott, so fhr firom dimitij^hing it» 
daims, will exah them, and preserve that harmony 
whieh is indispensihl^ between the two countries. 
^^If the Spaniairdft ^in general have shewn great 
wanf of discipline, aiMl some iQdtviduals* have 
been traitors to their^couhtry, it cannot be ^de^ 
iiied that the vak>uv and patriotiiltt of the dalfoh 
have supported afnd ivIU support it iti this moit 
terrible' eoHflict, Though England has the gioty 
of maintaining iti own i»tey and4hat'0f the Por- 
tuguese, which have contributed to restrain the 
progress of the enefliy, doubdess in the eyes ^ 
every impartial person she has committed errors 
the most fatal to the general cause, such as the 
confvention of Cintraafid the retreatr of General 

Moor^J 
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Mporc. It bwomea eadi trntioD thmeftiref to act 
wMi xleGoropi and ^enefdtatyj and^ ratindn thd 
raiotions of amfaitioa aadi rtaen tiii^nt. While the 
SpattiftDdft retamllicir'fMreseatidignily 6f.8etttiment 
and spim of Ubettjf thiey will be M vincible either 
with disdifdine. or witfaoiit it. Although 1 eonsi-' 
dferit as a matter of the greatest importaiote to 
have aUe.Gekierala, ta order to dinire ther enemy 
from the Peainauk, y«t-the janQiea of Napoleony 
cDinmaQded by GeneraLaeacpert in aulitary acieacey 
the fruit .of twmity yeais iexpericoce» whieh nen 
tfaer Siianiah nor fiAgliah officers could pi^esa^ 
the araaiea of Napcfteftn^ would' have .soon beeai 
masters of the xsountnei if th^ had, not been op-* 
posed % a peo^e cesolutelydeteraiined.* to resist 
their dominion*^ Hoiw waicb sisev^f tiie wise con*' 
dact €>f that great Geneial who now. cooamaiids 
the ftrtlash.anmy may liare <K»ntrihuted i to the 
froedom ef FortagaU En^and. could nevw have 
attenipted to testore its aUy to .her dominions 
without the insiDcrection of Spain ; .nor would the 
army of Massena been in want of provisidns, had 
not the Spanish gueriUas i«teycepted kb oonvoysf 
for tb^ English army in his iront could: only op-r 
pose htm by. the most skiliul maDOSuvnes, not 
ha7ingforoe:S4iffioient IP meet:hiia[i in the opeo 
field. Though the skill of the British Geneml 
and the valour adadiiijlisoifrfine.of ithe British troops 
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4m> nttiibbe disputed, it moQid be; k i^iy iim^ 
litit aMempt tx>ijkfaiBk;itf;plactDg'tlie Spftmshliriic^ 
Qiideilihe Ei^mh .ooauiMHKieo^:i]tr.]VQQld;be aft 
iiigtariee' of. base condeMSWobi tDidie> Edgbik. in 
anjr SpfiQiard to propoee/irii^ wA ata. aMoffipraUe 
instance df naiic^hal pride in the £«gli|Bh ito^ de^ 
maud • iti If the Engliafa . ahnreft luaow how . tb 
ohtain victoriw^ the S|laiDisiii db .tbe^saflb^ bokh 
deserve^ the - greatest pTatwr, .stad.^eacii' Jtation 
ought «3 oonuBand m cmh \Uoop8i < : What Mog^* 
lishmati^'treukl iiot lH^ind%iiaiiC;iai (ar ^niiIar.p«o# 
posaU : The Spaiiiarda tkSl lejtfaen xkytiitttbcnk to 
be commaodisd'b^fiai^sh! cffioprv; dr^ if /iiwy dd^ 
their eot^Usfain^ wfaith^ inia^ fakfae^th Mppoffted 
their cAuaey wili be/.fi^ieveir ekfaoguiahad i a&K| 
shouldrttie whole Spaniid&iiOTefeL beipladed biitba 
hknda of one man^ w4iOiwill>eniafejtlie!]ib«rt}r'yfiD9 
wMch :tb€^^ aro tJonteiKlIng^ i W^^ 
any btfaer aieourity fM^it t^riitbe. virt'to oii ^^kxt 
indiiridual ? A peopie ^eabousx ef .thefa'ililii^rtTf 
cah never appro^.i^tlcb a m6$Bme,wiM^t&r 
thoughtless an^ ^^hillow (men ida^caajrv! It is not 
sufficiemt ta ^ohfldtt'tot thb. dispoailMii of - thCMo 
who afe> iti pow^r, iflieilaw^ i^nniid poMrid^ tfaaA 
they cannot abus^ 'it^ -iTbe^CcaMZ'itseifJs^ttot 
einpowevedi to doi any acMig«linflt'l^'liberty ofitka 
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the infeecnts <tf Sfmifl. anct Aniesioe)<^i» canfimnablb 
loitlte mteroaiis^of . the EDgUsfa and. aU otbd^'iui^ 
tionsi^iCtosidered 'as a. subyeet of pbUticU: ecoociiiiifj^ 
and I dink Ibaresaid 8)ii^iJeiiti4io.dis^eiBe> 
the aeceitity.of briBghig fuftber proctfe <kf it^*^ 
AlUiiough natkois, ' actuated by Jbw and tidfiaH 
ideas^ may. think only of tUeir own^itoulatMibaip 
pinina tamiiist the rain of othets^ yet every ;scin^ 
aibteman wiii a^erthtlaa diaafiprove thetr< con« 
dtitt and |>e^ceiMe /t)lKi>^ evil tietideDey. Sfaould 
Spaia ^iiclttdt iwidi Eagktid suoh: a treaty" of 
CDomfivce as America ini^hti jgiAiit' bef. siegiy^ 
Jjij^and.wilf faki nothing by tht eHMnicifialliDli'df 
Amema. if Spaiai aiiquirea . liberty' wid\imkfen^ 
deece, Qreai Britain will not' the less enjoy i tbe 
CQBomerc^ of Amerioa) but if.Napcdeoil eQuqiieia 
the Periinaula, Engtand oanodt ffaope to ot>tain ' d^t 
commei:Ge,.nor if she should^ would it b^ of ttittck 
tOBsequenoe. liBut evea if finglMd afaouid not 
enjoy .that cocmnerte, ^oAd America is^hoeldf hot b^ 
0(mupK;ipated) she: ooght to tmke great saGrific^i 
to • tseeHre the iodefiiendjgnee : of tbe penitiMioi^ 
otherwise her ipiwb will be l^hreaiened on ^\l sMe^; 
She will either compel Spain ta ptay a d^perate 
paart and teject her i^iuUbip, or merely make u^e 
of it iD drive.hep enemieafionp hef tett^tory* Na<^ 
pofiBon;in tiiis> respect id wiset than his etiemiesr^ 
b^ will .apate no sacrtfioea to obtain bia ^f^tt 
bisect f fad hnowa that the possession of tbe 
;* Peninsula 
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j^eniteula is worihjsitfrcr than ail bis fommr con« 
quesisv and will give up aby thing . ta forward^ bis 
piiqxne and realise his ultimate v»ew8. And ean 
idagland, koowing this, (with the vain and paltiy 
bope of (Staining tb» commerce of America) sacri* 
fice the. real adira^tage of je^joying the friendship 
and independeDce of the Peninsula ? But should 
her people, actuated, by a mere mercantile qpiriti 
see no other advantage than that which arises 
from commerce, let them k»>w that the friendship 
of Spain is of more w<»rth to tfaem than fifty Ame*- 
rtcaS) or even tbin.all the rest oi die continents 
Let them ksMr that S^ii^ia ajmorket.in which 
they may have /iwidve.miUiKHMi.^f persons, who 
will consiffne their manuftiotttres^. when .they can^ 
not expect mOre than two milliQns.iii>Amerios^ a 
number which cfiti hanily ev^r idcoease,! belauds 
the people, on account of the* elimate, .can never 
ber g^nerlil consumers of English produce and 
nfenuftictures. Finally, 1^ them know of hpw 
much value the friendship of Spain is to Great 
Britain by consulting the present si^te loi their 
custonds. In 1809) notwithstanding all the ports 
of Eurepe:vexoept those of Spain, were shut to her; 
by the Berlin and Milan decrees, her expoorts 
amounted to the enormous sum of d0^01^763 
pounds weight of goods, though in one of ithe five 
years before, ISOfi^'wben all the ports ofiEurope 
yrtre open to her except, thosei af Fiiance. Jigid 
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Spftiti, they, did not aumint m more than 
S6,dS7,I84 pdunds. That ia to i8ay, that Spain ' 
emisumes more of Englieih goods than any other 
nation (^the world, because, in' the year 18099 the 
English had no commel»ce with the (breigA domi- 
nions of Spain. Even in an interested view such 
. a friendship ought not to be r^cted by the Eng** 
liah for that wbinh is not of half its worth. Not- 
wJthiMnditig these undeniable fitcts, there are 
Englishmen who, under the pretence of philan* 
thropy, wish the sepafatron of Spain and America, 
as if the Amerieana were in danger of being re'» 
duced to the condition of slaves ; and others from 
a< want both of knowledge and genferoaity, persuade 
themselves that England would derive »eat ad* 
vantages from the sepamti6n orArtieHca ; wit these 
adhrantages exist? ^\y m her own ideas^ and the 
evils which wouM follow from losing- the friends 
ship of Spain oi- from her subjugatit^, caii only be 
hidden from the Etighlah ty the most thoughtless* 
idfilttetation, or the intoxication ^of' national vanitv. 
The Spanish pteople*will never sacrifrce themselves 
voluntarily to become 'slaves, they are jealous of 
their dignity, and well know the duties of friend- 
ship end an hdnolirable afiianfce. The Spanish 
people, whose character is marked even towards 
th^p rivals with the most exalted generosity and 
g6oa feitb, cannot but be indignant at any means 
that artr used (o foment the insurrection of Ame- 

O rica. 
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tica. There iS' no medium^ Grjalit Britain. lAust 
either forbear to impede the ynion and pacifica- 
tion of our American dominions^ or she must 
incur the rislf of losing the friendship of Spaia^ 
because both the Spanish government and the 
Spanish people consider h^r as h^^ving promised 
to guarai^tee the integrity of the Spanish empire. 
Justice, which can never be in opposition to the 
interests of any nation or individual; justice, 
which is the only principle, capable of reconciling 
the interests of all» cannoft see, wi)iiout horror, a 
germ of dissension, whicji will be the prficursot 
of ruin; she is the only d^ity whioh possesfses a 
sovereign right to determine the , disputes of all 
men, all cities, and all societies ;. she is the oracle 
which ought to dic^te to all who honestly consult 
her, those fi^ced principles which constitute the 
happiness pf al| men and nations. Representa^ 
tives of the Spanish people, you, who are inter- 
preters of the laws of that deity; yoy, whose 
sacred office is to express her will and no other, 
ypu, I say, ought to know that she>allows not her 
gifts to be distributed exclusively^ nor with any 
other prefprence than that of merit. Every mem-, 
Ijer of society is indebted to her l^indness. 

Even had the exclusive commerce with Ame- 
rica been an advantage to Spain, to know that it! 
was unjust would be a sufficient motive for ypu 
to abolish it. The Spaniards and Americans i^e, 
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hidividuals of the sidtae society, atid, as such/they 
ought all to •enjoy''' the same privileges. Everi 
though it wei^e Wivantageous fof a nation to be- 
come Tith by depriving her citizfens of the liberty 
to dispose of the fruits of their labour at their owti 
Measure; it would be ia suffickfnt motive for you 
to abolish siich a practice without hesitation; it 
would be sufficient for you to know the multiplied 
acts of vetation and injustice which v^ere com- 
n^ifted by the agentis and judges of the revenue,- 
for 'you to put an end to the tnonopoKes and 
customs which were the cause of all the oppreis- 
sions. The most precious right which man pos- 
dfesises in society, after that of personal 'liberty, i» 
the- tight of private property^ a right which is 
only enjoyed whefn^ eveiy -man is at com]p}eC^' 
Kberty to- dispose of the fruits of his labour widl-^ 
out Testraiift* or d^flcolty. Whfen thte A>niencans» 
^rld the Spaniaitis equally enjoy tWs rights tfcen* 
they may be kald to h^ve -advancyed c6iisid^ably- 
in civilization, then will ^Iheir p6ptilation increase,^ 
ivid ito' the isam(^ ptdportfbn, then will the deftrtd- 
^rs^nd '^ipportets df the state be also increiafiedv 
-^t¥hdn they enjoy thie liberty^ then w4M mw^ 
haiid^ be etn^k^yed iii agriculture and indiistyy^ 
corhiiiferc'e will then be mbrt active, and the 
gltebtei^* falue wfM' the prowductioris of bur 'soil 
a<i<!|HWre! ' Iti tltef'room of indigerice, disconleoi^ 
dH€Bfd#s'^iSrtir,^\wMch hate hitherto pii&vailfed; 
'''•••^* O 9 . opulence, 
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va);>le cpaipafions of iiherty^ wilt every where be 
se^« > Render ;tlie. two iuu(|Q9S,;h%pj>y jb^.m^fUiK^ 
of liberty, and tt^ seditious spirite wfaicb o/ow. 
cxi^t in America^ will spoq eitljier be left to 
themselvaS) or. if t^^ increase in nuHiber^ tbey 
will all become tbe j^st objects pf public indig-* 
nation* 

Amer]cans^ suffer not yqursekes to be Jied 
astray by tbose who^ uoder pretence of your hap**^ 
pio^ss, seek ooly tfi satis^ the^r tOwn ambition^ 
prid^, and personal resentment ; suffer not your- 
jselyes to be deceived by t^e empty sounds of 
liberty and ind^^ndenee. J^now that t^i^ laan 
who^ wishes emd deserves to be free, is the mos^ 
ready to submit to the law, and whatever best 
pit^mpte the happiness of hin country^ since with-i 
out ti|at^beJb;noiHrs.it is iiiippnid^le to be certain 
^ h^s life an4 property. Know; th<tt no n?pp, in 
apQiety can be wholly ind,ep(sndent» becaiisCito .be^ 
dependent means to be in need of somethji|g» a^d 
man in society hap need of l^ws- to regulate the 
condu<?t of hi? feUow c)ti^ni9i, he has ne^ of a. 
government to execute these Is^ws^ he has.qeeiiof 
the labourer to procure him food^ he has need of 
thi^ manfacturer. to provide hJim i^lothesyhe^. has 
|ie^ of the merchant, to. sell. thc)ip,,helw( need of 
Ihejpublic force to defend him ft^Qp hiaen«H9p^», 
eaMtmn^ an4 internal, wd flo«»equwHy»h«n8,iri 

need 
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need of all thesi^, be cannot be mdepeopient^^aa^ 
will be less so, in proportion to. the weajkness of 
the state. and the ^malier mintber of i^i{Vpd«fi]8 
tb^t compose, jtt If the whole^ world, fqrm^ ;bMC 
p^e political ^miiiy, all m^a would bf^fJudopenr 
dent, because they would thpn be Tre^e, froqi jexr 
ternal enemies. : Those th^r^fore .^bo .^e^ll-you ^ 
seiparate yourselves &om .the Spi^piardii, under 
j^odependence, ,gf ye you advice ^ which/ will. make 
you much more dependent. If they .r^ifded 
your liberty, they wouM Rot speak pft you of 
separation^ W they do not speak of it to thejir fel- 
low citrzem^ who li^e Jn other . provinces,. ;wh<> 
enjoy not those rights which these tnenttbink they 
o|ught to enjoy, altbo^h they promisi^.th^m the 
same a& thei r feUow citizens. If thi^ language was 
just, or w^s used from a djesire Qf ^ j ust recoqipense, 
fill nations and allrpeople .would find motives jto 
rise and separate themselves from" the spq^ety: to 
whieh they belong, because there is n(>. cojuntry 
in the world wh^re there are not abuses, and 
yi^here there is not need of reform. In* order to 
be free and happy, it is not requisite for the mem^ 
bera pf diffeitent Societies to be divided, for such 
a iq^irit shews that they are under the. influence 
offk.factioi)«.i Above a|l, An^ericans^ at this tim? 
when the Spanish government, if it^h^s not 
grafted you all the rights of freemen, bss at lejasl 
gfnoited such as ..no country eyer granted >efore 
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^o its c<>lopies, at k time when the Spaniards are* 
^x^ed to'all the hoit6rs of a cruel and unjust 
war, in defence of their liberty, and yours, and 
that of all other nsitions; at a time when you 
j^olitaneou^Iy oflfered td give all the- aid* in: your 
power;- at this very tirtie, I say, is it possible that 
y^U should sirffet yourselves to be led away, by 
perfidioui^ sedtfctionsi- to; separate youii^elves O^tA 
tis, And afibrd an efeisy triumph to the man. who 
seeks to tyrannise ov^r the whole huthaii race, 
and speiid that blood atid treasure against your 
own brethren which your country requires yioti 
to employ against the common enemy- of us all? 
— Listen to the quiet dictates of conseiende, 
give no eat, even .for a moment,, tb' the rfevol- 
tei's who have got possession cA* your govern*- 
ment, which they '^ish not to give''up,'because 
they wish td rule over you, and they willnot^ive 
it up till you perform your duty, and learn to de* 
test tho^-^who, without any legtitl power, abiis^ 
your cindbur, ah d seek to stain the cause of li- 
berty with the blood of all thoise who refuse -ttt 
submit to their usurped authority. , ^ ' 

Allies of the gTeat cause of "the Pcttinsula, al- 
though justice in any other situation mi^ght aiitho^ 
rise you* to look with -indifference on the civil' 
war of the AmeWcans, yist^ the present state of 
thii%s requires that you should attempt to put ad 
^nd toit, Ybu should not 'look with indiffer- 
ence 
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ence on that which tends to promote the views of 
your greatest enemy. Not to contribute to this 
pacification is to co-operate with your determined 
foe. Examine the history of the world, and you 
will not find an instance in which any nation ever 
repented of being just and generous. The com- 
mon interest of all nations cannot, or ought not to 
be subject to the caprice of the passions. The ge- 
nerous alliance which ought to subsist between 
nations of immense power, should never* suffer 
them to be led astray by any passion so contemp- 
tible as that of jealousy, but in a state of things 
like the present they ought to sacrifice all private 
considerations to that of resisting the great Co- 
lossus which threatens to overpower them all.— 
Nations as weir as individuals' ought to be ac- 
tuated by the maxims of sound reason, which 
declare, that that which is just alone is useful, 
and that that only is useful which injures no 
oiie. 



TH£ END. 



Charles Squire, Printer, 

Furnival's-Inn-Court^ Londos. 
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